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PEE PACE. 

From the commencement of my labors against the vice of Gam« 
biing, an unfeigned cariosity has been manifested by all classes of 
people, in regard to the cause of so marked a change in the life 
of one hitherto thoroughly steeped, as he freely confesses, in -all 
the " mystery of iniquity," associated with the deplorable profes- 
sion of a Gambler. 

Such inquiries as the following, are constantly being made : 
What induced Mr. Green to break off from his Gambling busi* 
ness ? Was it the result of the workings of a truly awakened 
conscience? What was his character as a Gambler? Was he a 
drunkard ? Was he an adroit and successful player % Bid he 
ever possess much wealth during his Gambling life ? What did 
he do with the money he had in hand, (if any,) when he relin- 
quished the business ? Does he not make as much money by his 
^ ** Reform" movement, as by his' Gambling ? Is he a professor of 
^ religion, and with what Church has he associated himself ? Such 

^ questions as these, relating to my personal experience, will be 

csi 

Qi; answered in the pages of this book. 

^ Another object also is sought by its publication. 

I hare now been engaged in this Reform for eight yean. I 
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htTe trerelled throagh our country— found many aequaintances — 
made, I trust, many friends. I have daily evidence that these 
friends are anxious to know what I have accomplished during a 
campaign of eight years. Hence, I propose, in this volume, to 
present not only the leading facts of my life as a Gamhler, and 
my Reformation, but also a view of the work in which I hare 
been since engaged. 

I shall also subjoin a history of my twelve days' incarceratioii 
in the Tombs of New York, during the month of Feb. 1850. This 
was, Indeed, one of the most remarkable incidents of my life, 

and will, I trust, add another proof of the assurance, that '^ He 

» 

maketh the wrath of man to pzaise Him." 

Like my other books, this tale is told in a. plain, simple manner, 
without rhetorical point or literary polish ; but I trust it will be 
read in a generous and Christian spirit, and meet with that warm* 
hearted response from my many friends, which they have so 
nobly given to my previous works, and for which, if I know my 
own heart, I am deeply grateful. 
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Those who have read the history of my gaming career, 
will recollect that the absence of all parental restraint, and 
the entire neglect of my moral and intellectual edncatioa 
led me, when a boy, to form vicious iassociations, which, 
finally resulted in my becoming a professional gamester ; 
and for twelve years of my life I pursued the business of my 
choice with an untiring energy, which would have triumph- 
ed over more than the ordinary obstacles in the pursuit of 
wealth or an honest fame ; but when, in the height of my 
career, when I had reached in point of knowledge the acme 
of my profession, I became deeply impressed with the idea, 
that the business of gaming was most nefarious and wicked, 
and that if I would avert a ruin, which it was certain to 
bring upon me, I must, immediately and forever, abandon it ; 
bat when I entertained this thought, my evil genius pre- 
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sented a host of reasons why I should continue as I 'was. 
I was young, in perfect health, and gloried in my superior 
skill as a player, for which I was distinguished, as it was 
generally conceded by my gambling companions that I had 
few equals, and no superiors ; which, together with the fact 
that I had for several years been engaged in the manufacture 
of playing cards, were urged as reasons why I should not 
abandon a profession which had, and always would continue 
to yield large annual profits ; besides this, I was hedged in 
by the vices which strew the pathway of the gambler, and 
the barrier which society has erected between him and it, 
seemed to be almost impassible ; but, as the thoughts of re** 
formation pressed home upon my heart, I involuntarily 
asked myself — " What am I to expect from society, if. I do 
pass it ? Will I receive the greetings of warm hearts and 
extended hands, and be welcomed to its bosom as was the 
prodigal son by his good old father ? Or will I instead re- 
ceive cold looks, suspicious glances, and impertinent re- 
bukes ? Can I, who had done so much towards treading 
down virtue and building up vice, hope, if I throw off my 
evil associates and associations, to mingle on terms of 
equality with the virtuous and good of this world? It 
seemed unlikely though not impossible. Again, if I re* 
formed, what could I do towards sustaining myself ? I had 
no education, and was entirely unacquainted with the usual 
business pursuits of men ; and besides this, wherever I went, 
I must encounter the fiercest opposition and hostility from my 
old associates and friends against whom I was about to set 
my face, and whose devices I contemplated to expose ; and 
then the question would arise — can I reform ? — the experi- 
ment is a novel one, few have tried it, and they have failed 
and returned to their old habits ; have I more power over my- 
self than they 7 is it possible to give up old habits and as- 
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SQciations, the business, pleasures, excitements and excesses 
of a gambler's life, in which I have so long indulged ? I 
knew it would be a difficult task, but I encouraged myself 
by remembering the care with which, from childhood, I had 
kept my temperance pledge, despite the many temptations 
of my gambling career. I had done thus much, as it seem- 
ed to me, of my own strength; could I not now, by the 
grace of God, disenthral myself from the perils, dangers, 
and wickednesses which, from childhood, had beset my 
path. At last I resolved, that sink or swim, live or die, I 
would make the experiment, and renounce, at once and for 
ever, the life and pursuits of the gambler. 

,1 was at this time, in June, 1B42, on a gambling tour on 
the Mississippi. I had taken passage from St. Louis to 
Cincinnati, on board of a boat upon which I had hoped to 
find some persons from whom I might win enough money 
to meet a special emergency. Not long after the steamer 
left her moorings, a scene occurred that settled my resolu- 
tion to reform, and terminated at once my gambling career. 

Among the passengers on board was an elderly gentleman 
of the name of George Light, a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and at that time stationed at Louisville, 
Kentucky. This good old man, took the liberty of distribut- 
ing tracts among the passengers, and having made the cir- 
cuit of the boat, returned to the cabin and placed a number 
of them upon the table. Soon after this« a company of 
broken gamblers gathered about the table, and brushing off 
the tracts, substituted a pack of cards, one of them remark- 
ing, with a contemptuous sneer, ** now that we've scattered 
the devil's books, let*s have a social game of * Old Sledge* 
for something to drink." The proposition was accepted, 
and the gamblers prepared to proceed with the game. I 
bdd witnessed the whole movement, and resolved to spoil 
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their amnnement, and forthwith, without the least ceremooyi 
walked np to the table, took up the cards, and threw theca 
out of the cabin window into the river, and then replaced 
the tracts upon the table, accompanying the act with the 
remark that I would chastise any man who should, for an 
evil purpose, again remove them. The men about the table 
knew me to be a gambler, and therefore looked upon the 
act with astonishment and not a little chagrin, whilst many 
of the passengers, who knew the character of the despera- 
does who were the actors in this curious scene, were pre- 
pared to witness one more hostile and bloody. 

All along the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, I was distin- 
gui^d for deeds of desperation and violence ; and as I was 
well known to the party whose game I had broken up, they 
wisely concluded to withdraw to the ** Social Hall," where 
they freely indulged in heaping profane epithets upon me 
for my interference with their gaming operations. 

The cabin being cleared, I retired to my state-room, where 
I gave myself up to reflection, reviewing the scenes of my 
past life, and strengthening my resolution to lead a new one. 
I had promised n^ mother on her death-bed, when I was 
but seven years of age, that I would never use intoxicating 
drinks, and whenever I was tempted to violate this pledge, 
the emaciated form of my dying mother would seem to ap- 
pear to me and deter me from the act. Thus I had been 
enabled, hitherto, to keep my pledge ; and I still hold it 
Sacred as life. And now, although twenty-eight long years 
have elapsed since that melancholy separation, nothing affords 
me so much pleasure, though mingled with sadness, as the 
remembrance of the tenderness and care of my dear Chris- 
tian mother. 

Her iyage was now before me, and served to give poig- 
naney to each pang that my sad reflections created within 
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my tortured bosom. I mdeed bad kept my temperance 
pledge ; but I had lived the life and practiced the crimes of 
the gambler. I thought of the innocent and lovely families 
to whose ruin I had contributed ; of the unmixed villany 
of the gambling profession ; and of the rnin it must ulti* 
mately bring upon myself. In the midst of these dbtress- 
ing thoughts, I opened my trunk in order to arrange its con* 
tents, when my eye fell upon a small family Bible, in which 
were recorded the names of departed relatives. These 
names called up associations which greatly increased the in* 
tensity of my feelings, and still more deeply impressed upon 
my heart the sinfulness of my life and profession.* It was 
then that the question came home to me — -'* Will you live 
and die a gambler, or become an honest man ?'' To which 
I replied — " By the help of God,* I will never again play 
another card, or any other game of chance ; but from 
this time forth, will expose the vices and tricks of gaming, 
to prevent by my warning voice the ruin of others." 

I had no sooner formed this resolution than I felt a new 
life-spring gush up within me, sending its refreshing and 
^exhilarating streams through every channel of my soul. I 
-went out of my state-room conscious of a strength that I 
had never had before ; a strength always attendant upon a 
return to the paths of virtue from a course of profligacy and 
sin. That strength has stood by me, having always been 
sufficient for me, so that in the midst of all my trials and 
temptations, I have been able to maintain my resolution to 
the present hour. 

Shortly after I left my state-room, I located myself where 
1 could hear the half-drunken gamblers mingling their 
curses with my name, and denouncing the '* devil's books,'' 

* Gamblen are generaUy inpentiUou, and a iBiO<>rit7 of them, i^ways can/ 
ftia Bible fafolj depoiited in one oomer oC their trank. i- 
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as they called the tracts, that had been the occasion of their 
wrath. This made me feel like carrying my work still 
farther. I therefore resolved upon getting the old minister, 
as it was Sunday, to preach us a sermon. I accordingly 
made the proposition to Mr. Light, which he readily ac- 
cepted, and having obtained the consent of the captain of 
the boat, I proceeded to make the necessary arrangements. 
The cabin being ^cleared and the seats prepared, the doors 
leading to the " Social Hall" were closed, inside of which I 
took my stand, for the purpose of keeping the gamblers from 
disturbing the meeting, as well as to let them know the in- 
terest I took in the services, which proceeded without the 
slightest interruption, and at the close there was a general 
expression of satisfaction jimong the passengers in regard to 
the sermon and the talents of the minister. But for myself 
I must confess I had paid but little attention to the sermon, 
having been wholly occupied with keeping order among the 
gamblers, and, indeed, having no particular interest in the 
services farther than carrying out my purpose of annoying 
my old companions. 

After the sermon, I was standing upon the after-guard of 
the boat, reviewing the Scenes of the last hour, and while 
thus absorbed in my reflections, I felt the gentle pressure of 
a hand upon my shoulder, and upon looking round, beheld 
the old minister, who, after some commonplace remarks, re- 
ferred to the interest I had taken in getting up the meeting, 
and inquired to what persuasion of Christians I belonged ? 
I answered that unfortunately I was not a member of any 
Christian Church, (which I deeply deplored,) and fearing 
that he might press other, and more unpleasant questions, I 
was inclined to retire ; but before I could do so, he interro- 
gated me as to my occupation. This was a more annoying 
question than the other, bat I replied pxoo^ptly that I wiu 



TWELVE DAYS IN THE TOMBS. 15 

a travelling speculator/ which was true in one sense, 
though it was, in effect, as I designed it should be, an eva- 
sion. With this reply I turned upun my heel and hastened 
to my state-room, and from that time kept myself aloof from 
all persons till I arrived at Cincinnati. 

Upon my arrival at Cincinnati, I secluded myself f|;om 
public observation for some days, until I had decided upon 
the course proper for me to pursue towards carrying out my 
reform intentions. Many of my former associates pro- 
nounced me insane, whilst others declared that, it was only 
a rtisCf and that I would soon re-appear when I had matur- 
ed some new plan for cheating them. It had formerly been 
my practice to spend much of my time in my own room, for 
the purpose of studying and practising devices with cards, 
8o that when it became necessary to put them in practice, I 
would be so perfectly familiar with them, that I could de- 
ceive the sharpest and most acute professional player. 
But this time, my thoughts took a higher and nobler range ; 
yet I knew not how to proceed, or what to do. I had a 
livelihood to obtain, and I knew no other business but 
gambling, and that I had renounced. In these perplexing 
circumstances, it was suggested to me that first of all I 
should give myself to Christ, and he would guide and pro* 
tect me. But I was a sinner of the deepest dye, and need- 
ed counsel and guidance. While reflecting upon ny condi- 
tion one day, it occuried to me that as the Methodist Church 
received persons upon probation, I would offer myself to 
them. 

About this time I learned that a Camp Meeting was 
soon to be held in the vicinity of Cincinnati, and I resolved 
to attend it, and offer myself on that occasion for probation. 
The time came, and I went to the meeting, where I remain- 
ed some days without being favorably affected, but rather 
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hardened ; yet as I bad come for the purpose of joining the 
Society, I was determined to carry out my resolution, and 
accordingly on the sixth day of the meeting I offered my- 
self and was accepted. 

On returning to the city, I kept myself secluded as much 
as possible, and occupied my time, for some days, in burning 
up and otherwise destroying my gambling implements* 
^his I did both to prove the sincerity of my reform, and to 
remove temptation out of my way. 

I was punctual in my attendance at class meeting, though 
it was a cross to me in my then present state of mind. I 
also felt it my duty to study, as my education had been 
almost wholly neglected. I accordingly hired a private pre* 
ceptor, of whom I took lessons in reading, writing and 
arithmetic. I pursued these studies about three months, 
and made some progress in the branches that I was pur- 
suing. But my progress in religious matters was more 
slow. There were many difficulties in the way. One es- 
pecially was, that I had in my possession property to some 
considerable amount, which I had obtained by gaming, and 
I knew that no man could be a Christian without making 
restittUion as far as he could. This was in my power, and 
I resolved to do it, although it would leave me without 
funds, and, so far as I could see, without friends to assist 
me ; but I longed for salvation, and was therefore ready to 
trust in God, and yield the bauble of wealth for the crown 
reserved for the righteous. 

As there were persons near at hand from whom I had 
won money, the work of restoring it was easy. I soon gavc^ 
up my last dollar, and thus broke the only remaining bar- 
rier that lay between me and the Cross. On the very night 
that I and my gambling treasure parted, Jesus manifested 
himself in pardoning peace to my soul. I then loved my 
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ehurch meetings, and Christian society, and often visited 
tbe Methodist Book Concern, where 1 met in conversation 
Messrs. Wright and Swormstead, Rev. Charles Eliott, and 
others, -who gave me great encouragement to press forward 
in the path of reform upon which I had entered. 

In the spring of 1843, Arthur Vance, a philanthrophist, 
who had known me previous to my reformation, furnished 
me with the means of pursuing my studies and enabled 
me to spend one term at the Augusta College, in Ken*, 
tncky. During my stay at that place, I wrote ** The 
Arts and Miseries qf Gambling,'* which was revised and 
corected for the press by the president of the college, for 
which he charged me three hundred dollars/^ which 
was about twenty-five dollars a day for the time occupi^ 
upon the work. The appearance of this book created much- 
excitement among the gamblers, some of whom threatened 
my life ; but as the work was published, I determined to 
scatter it, regardless of threats or consequences. (See Ap- 
pendix, No. 1.) 

One of the gambling desperadoes, who who felt himself 
particularly agrieved at my exposures, and who threatened 
hardest, was Captain John Howard, who was recently shot 

« 

in the streets of St. Louis, and whose wife, a short tinw 
previous, slew his mistress in Cincinnati. He was a harden* ' 
ed wretch, of whom I shall speak in some subsequent 
chapter. 

• *^l wQl only add, that fh« task of tha rayitar haa baan aoompaiatiTalj Ufkt 
ona ; tha work having baaa tuDj writtan ont bafora it waa plaead in hia haada 
for axaminatiott ; and thinking, at ha did, that it would ba mnoh battar to lat tha 
writar tatt hit own itory in Ui own way, ha has dona bat litHa mora than aor* 
raet inch grammatical anron, and rarbal inaeeuraoiaf, aa oooaiionallj oeanrrad 
in tha conrsa of tha mtaxucripV^—Extraet frvm Uu KtvUwr^t Br^au fa " Qr§m 
oM OoaiMiig.-' 



CHAPTER II. 

EtMlTt to m«f«rm— I»«ttro7 mj GamVUbk ImplMiMit»-M«kt RtittfcviioB— Uailt 
with the Xethodist EpiMopal Churob— Detormia* to LMtiin and Bxpoie the Tri«ki 
of Qamblero— Call a Meetiag in Ciiioianati— Lootvire ia Baltimore, Wathiagte» 
City, ITew York aad Boetoa, aad Orgaaiie Aati'MSaBbliag Soeietiee^Yleit Alhaay, 
Utioa, SjTaevie, CasenoTia, Booheiter, Buffalo, Clereland. and Detroit— Addreee a 
Largo AMombly in the Pnblie Street—Lootnre in Dayton, and Betnm to Ohio. 

a 

Having now commenced a thorough reformation, by re- 
solving never again to gamble, or in any way to counte- 
nance or support it ; by destroying the implements of my 
profession, by making restitution as far as I could, and by 
uniting with a Christian Church, it occurred to me that I 
could be of more service to society by exposing the tricks 
and villainies of gamblers and of the gambling professiopi 
than by anything else .that 1 could do. I presented this 
thought to my friends at the Methodist Book Concern at 
Cincinnati, and they concucred with me in opinion that I 
ought to devote myself exclusively to the business of arrest- 
ing the progress of the gaming spirit which manifested itself 
in various forms in all parts of the country. My resolution 
being taken, I commenced by calling a meeting of the 
citizens of Cincinnati, which was held in the College 
HalL 
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This meeting was respectable in size and character, and 
was principally occupied in the consideration of the pro- 
priety of organizing an Anti-Gambling Association, which 
was finally agreed upon, and a committee appointed to 
draft a constitution for its government, after which the 
meeting adjourned for one week. This novel movement 
was the subject of much conversation during the week, and 
when the second meeting convened, the house was densely 
crowded. On this occasion the opening speech was made 
by Mr. Thomas M. Gaily, of Wheeling, Va., a young man 
of fine oratorical powers, and of great moral worth. Mr. 
G. having finished, there was a general call for Green! 
Imagine my embarrassment, to be called upon to address so 
large an audience, composed of all grades of persons, and 
among whom were hundreds of my former companions, who 
were full of the bitterest animosity towards me, for the at- 
tack I had made upon their business. Besides I had never 
attempted a speech in public, and was in no way qualified 
for such an efibrt» except my familiarity with the secrets of 
the gambler's trade. 

But I answered the call, determined to do the best I 
could. I made but a few remarks, in the course of which 
I took occasion publicly to pledge my eternal hostility to 
the gambling profession, and every other species of immo* 
rality, and promising to address them again at the next 
meeting I took my seat, with the satisfactipn that, though I 
had said but little, I had nevertheless publicly . committed 
myself to this reform, by which I seemed to have received 
strength for its further prosecution. 

Before the~ next meeting, the gamblers, with a view to 
intimidate me and prevent me from appearing again in pub- 
lic, sent me several threatening letters, and not a few of 
them ridiculing my previous speech. But this only stimu- 
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lated me to follow up my determination. The next meet- 
ing found me at my post ; and my speech on that occaeioti 
was made with less embarrassment, and I trust with better 
effect than my former one. 

I continued these meetings some thirty nights in Cincin- 
nati, and then visited Lexington, Kentucky, where I was 
well received by the citizens, who paid my expenses, and, I 
hope were profitted by my visit. [See Appendix, No. 2.] 
I likewise visited Harrodsburgb, Danville, Frankfort, Ken* 
tucky ; Madison, Indiana, and Louisville, Kentucky* [See 
Appendix, No. 3.] From Louisville I went to St Louis. 
Here I soon stirred up a nest of hornets among the gam- 
blers. But nothing daunted, I formed an Anti-Gambling 
Society as I had in other places, and added Tiventy-senen 
hundred names to my Anti-Gambling pledge, making in all, 
tome Jifteen thousand since I began the enterprise in Cin- 
cinnati. [See Appendix, No. 4.] 

My expenses up to this time had been about two hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars, the most of which I had 
derived from the sale of my book, but littl^ having been 
contributed at my meetings to assist me in my work of re» 
form. But I had made many good friends as well as 
many desperate enemies. 

I left St. Louis for Cincinnati, on a steamer bound for 
Louisville, and as the Louisville races wefe to come off the 
following week, there were many gamblers on board, bound 
for the races. The boat had scarcely left the wharf before 
the gamblers commenced their work of fleecing the passen- 
gers of their money. I thought this would be a good op* 
portunity for me to try my hand at exposing their business. 
Accordingly I commenced showing in various ways how 
the gambler deluded and cheated his victim. In a few 
minutes I had a large crowd of earnest gazers gathered 
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around me. The gamblers were much annoyed, and their 
games were broken up. They made some threats against 
me, but though I gave five lectures on board during the 
trip, I passed unharmed. , 

After arriving at Cincinnati, I concluded to attend the 
great Whig Convention at Baltimore, which was to be held 
preparatory to the presidential election of 1844. On arriv- 
ing at Baltimore, I found the city crowded with visitors of 
every grade and class. On the morning of the Convention, 
the grand procession moved majestically along Market- 
street, with bands of music, and the banners of the different 
States floating in the breeze, while the ladies from the ad- 
jacent windows cast their wreaths of flowers upon the ban- 
ner-bearers and oflicers of the day, in such profusion as to 
fill the air with their fragrance and beauty. It seemed like 
a scene of enchantment, and as I was but little acquainted 
with politics, I expected - to see, on this occasion, none but 
the purest patriots and the best men of the land taking the 
lead in the proceedings of this great national gathering. 
What was my surprise then, when I saw that one of the 
chief men of the occasion, and around whom the flowers 
were falling the thickest from the hands of beauty, was a 
consummate villain of the gambling fraternity ! 

At an exhibition so unsuspected, I could not suppress my 
indignation, and felt that the party which received such a 
man within its pale deserved to be defeated, and that if the 
wretch who disgraced it had been treated according to his 
deserts, he would have been contemptuously driven from 
the procession, and brickbats substituted for roses. But 
this was not the only villain I saw in that procession. There 
were several other notorious gamblers whom I knew, who 
took a conspicuous part in the proceeding of that day. 
I felt then, and feel now, that gamblers should not be allow* 
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ed the right of sufiragOi and that their oaths should not be 
taken in a court of justice. [See Appendix, No. 8.] 

I remained in Baltimore during the summer of 1844, and re- 
ceived much assistance in the work in which I was engaged, 
from Rev. Adam Miller, Abraham Hyam, and others. But not 
getting money enough to pay my expenses, I fell into debt dur- 
ing^ the summer some seventy-five dollars. In the month of 
June I was solicited to visit Washington city to give some 
lectures on my novel subject in that place. I went to 
Washington, having received a letter of introduction to Dr. 
Sewel from Christian Keener, an eminent philanthropist of 
Baltimore. The doctor assisted me in obtaining a place for 
the lectures. The meetings proceeded, and considerable in- 
terest on my subject was awakened. On Sabbath afternoon 
I lectured in the Wesleyan Chapel to parents and children. 
The house was crowded, and though there were some eight 
or nine ministers present, not one of them had moral cou- 
'rage enough to come forward and pray for the success of 
my cause. I was obliged, therefore, to go forward without 
the assistance of the clergy, as I have often done since. 
After the lecture some of the ministers apologised for their 
coolness, by pretending that they did not understand my ob- 
ject iii4ecturing on such a subject, but since they saw the 
bearing of my enterprise, I might rely on their ^d here- 
after. [See Appendix, No. 9,10; ll^j 

From Washington city I returned to Baltimore, where 
I lectured several times more, and, as usual, coming . off 
minus a large proportion of the expenses During my stay 
in Baltimore I made many warm friends. 

From Baltimore I took passage for New York city. 
Here I found much to do, and a desperate set of villains 
to resist and expose ; but I pushed forward in the teeth of 
the enemy, and soon effected an organization for the fur* 
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therance of my reform. [See Appendix, No. 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17. 

. After lecturing three weeks in this city, and paying out 
one hundred and thirty dollars more than I received^ I pro- 
ceeded to Boston. JSee Appendit, 10.] Here I formed an 
Anti-Gambling Society, and obtained many names to the 
pledge. After laboring here some time, without receiving 
money enough to pay my expenses, some of the citizens, 
among whom were the well-known philanthropists Deacon 
Grant, John Augustas, Rev. E. H. Chapio, John B. Grougfa, 
and others, determined to get up a la!;ge and enthusiastic 
meeting, with the view to give me a benefit. For this pur- 
pose the Marlboro* Chapel was obtained, and filled at twelve 
and a-half cents a ticket. This yielded me two liundred and 
twenty dollars above expenses, which was the first time, 
since I commenced my public labors, that I had received 
enough to meet my necessary expenditures. In relation to 
my meetings and labors here, the following notices appeared 
in the Boston papers. [See Appendix, 18, 19, 20, 21] 

I remained in Boston from October till about the 10th of 
January, having given in that city and vicinity more than 
fifty lectures. [See Appendix, 18, 19, 20, 21.] 

I now returned to New York, where I lectured fifteen 
nights, losing thereby about one hundred and twenty 
debars. [See Appendix, No. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26.] 
I then left, with a view of lecturing throughout the 
State. I spoke first in Albany, and then visited Utica 
and Syracuse. In the latter place I found more gam- 
bling than in either Utica or Albany. I gave some 
twenty lectures in Syracuse, and after having paid out 
about eighteen dollars more than I received, for want of 
funds I was obliged to leave, owing a debt of ten dollars to 
the editor and publisher of the '< Star,'' who has made thie 
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bill the occasion of much personal abuse. I meniiou thi« 
to show Xhat a reformer may work for nothingi and bear, in 
good part, his own expenses, and then, after having ex- 
hausted all his, own funds, if he shall leave a small debt, 
contracted for the good of his cause, unpaid, he will be tra- 
duced and villified by those whose opposition to his efforts 
have been the very cause of his small collections, and of 
his consequent inability to meet his expenses. 

While in Syracuse I had a special invitation to visit 
Cazenovia, a very beautiful country village in Madison 
county. My expenses were to be fully met if I would go. 
I went ; and lectured three times to large audiences, who 
seemed much pleased, though this was not largely testified 
in the collection taken to redeem their piedge to pay my ex- 
penses, the whole amount taken being a dollar and sixty 
cents/ while my bare expenses, (including my bill at the 
rum tavern,) were about five dollars ! One of the gentle- 
men who took up the collection remarked, as he handed me 
the box, that Cazenovia was always ready to do her part in 
sustaining every good cause, and though he had had his fears 
on this occasion, yet from the weight of the collection, he 
should judge they had done something extra. It happened 
that of the one dollar sixty cents taken up, all but thirty-five 
cents were in ^pennies. On taking my leave of the friend 
who made the collection he said, " He trusted the citizens of 
Cazenovia would long remember the Reformed Gambler." 
However this may be, it is certain the Heformed Gambler 
will " long remember them,^^ 

I returned to Syracuse, and continued my lectures there 
and in the adjacent towns for awhile, and then went to 
Auburn, spending some days there and in the small places 

« 

contiguous. 

I next visited - Rochester, 'where I met with a cordial re* 
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eeption. The mayor, ministers, editors, and all the most 
influential citizens of the place gave me their hearty co- 
operation. We formed an Anti-Gambling Society. [See 
Appendix, No. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.] This formation, together 
with eighteen lectures that I had delivered, gave the cause a 
very promising beginning in that place. At the close of my 
lectures, the citizens insisted that I should be remunerated 
for my labors, and accordingly they raised me fifty-six 
dollars, besides all the expenses of the meetings. The 
citizens also gave me a public testimony of the interest they 
had in my labors and enterprise, by presenting me a silv^ 
cup and twelve silver spoons. An account of the presen- 
tation, together with the speech made on the occasion by 
Wm. C. Bloss, Esq., will be found by referring to the above 
Appendix. 

I left Rochester in good spirits, and with a feeling of 
gratitude to the good citizens of the place for the encou- 
ragement they had afforded me in so new and unpopular a 
cause ; and after lecturing in several towns between that city 
and Buffalo, I reached thb latter place, and immediately 
opened a fire upon the enemy's works, which was kept up 
through a course of twenty-one lectures. The result of 
which was the formation of an Anti-Grambling Society, to 
which many names were given, and the way prepared for 
the addition of many more. [See Appendix, No. 32, 33, 
34.] 

Like the people of Rochester, those of Buffalo also pro- 
posed to evince their sympathy both for me and the cause 
by presenting mef a gold watch. This was done at a public 
meeting, the fui^ds being raised by the sale of tickets of ad- 
mission. 

Notwithstanding the generosity of the people, and espe- 
cially of Mr. Bennet, at whose temperance house I was sojourn* 
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ing, who charged me bnt about one-half of his usual prices, 
still I found myself deficient in funds to meet all my bills. 
I made known my condition, and soon several ladies of Rev^ 
Mr. Hopkins* Church, undertook the kind task of raising 
the necessary funds. They called on Elder Tucker, where 
they found, in company with the Elder, an old pensioner, 
who they supposed was friendly to my object, and therefore 
presented him their subscription paper. He, however, de- 
clared me an impostor ! said he had seen a gambler some 
days before with me in my room, and, no doubt, we had 
' been having a game together. The Elder seemed ready to 
believe him, and exclaimed, *' Horrible ! horrible ! I must, I 
will, publish the impostor, it is my duty ;" and then open- 
ing the door, told the ladies to go! he would not assist me. 
The ladies made good their retreat, and hastened to inform 
me of the rebuff they had met with, and seemed quite dis* 
cooraged. 

I called upcm the Elder, and explained to him the circum- 
stances of the gambler's visit ; that I had sent for him to 
persuade him to restore several hundred dollars he had won 
from a young man, and that I had succeeded ; and that 
while thus engaged with the gambler, the pensioner, who 
had raised the alarm, called upon me, and declining an in- 
terview until disengaged, and subsequently seeing the gam- 
bler in company with me, he became suspicious that there 
was something wrong, and had thus converted an innocent 
and humane matter into a high crime. 

The Elder having heard my explanation of the transac- 
tion, called on the old pensioner, and informed him of the 
error he had fallen into ; but he was not man enough to 
make any acknowledgment. I again saw the Elder, and 
he assured me he was entirely satisfied, and I might rely 
Mhis friendship. Qut this did not pay my hotel biU and 
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Other expenses for which I was still indebted. I was there* 
fore obliged to borrow small sums of several individuals, a 
part of which, I am sorry to say, I have not yet been able 
to pay. 

1 left Buffalo nearly three hundred dollars worse off than 
when I commenced the tour which I had prosecuted now 
some six months. 

From Buffalo I took a steamer for Cleveland, and on ihit 
passage lectured several times. . The passengers very gener* 
oosly paid my passage. In Cleveland I found a good state 
of feeling in relation to my enterprise. The clergy and 
editors, with the exception of the Herald, took ground in 
favor of my reform, and gave me decided assistance. The 
Herald showed its opposition by frequent attacks in its 
columns, though neither the editor nor his correspondents 
had the courage to place the articles over any respansibie 
name. The opposition of this paper, no doubt, grew out of 
ts opposition to the Plain Dealer, which had given me a 
rery warm reception, and had entered earnestly into the 
2ause. Had the Herald had opportunity of taking ground 
drst, it would probably have taken a different position. So 
much for the spirit of party. [See Appendix. 35, 36, 37.] 

At the conclusion of my meetings in Cleveland, the 
citizens very generously gave me fifty dollars, and Mr. 
Butts, the landlord of the American Hotel, presented my 
bill for board fully receipted, a thing I never had done for 
me before. The amount of his bill must have been novom 
forty dollars. The philanthropic landlord of the American, 
I believe, is now proprietor of the Murray-street Hotel, in 
New York city, where, if the reader of this should ever 
call, he will find himself entertained by a family distinguish- 
ed for their kmdness and hospitality. I have referred to 
Mr< Butts, as an act of gratitude to him and his 
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lady, from both of whom I was greatly encouraged and as- 
sisted in my work. Rev. Dr. Aiken, John A. Foot, Esq., 
and many others afforded me their sympathy and aid. I 
left Cleveland in good spirits and took passage for Toledo. 
Captain Whittaker, of the United States, presented me 
with a season ticket. In Toledo I also met with a good 
reception ; the clergy, editors and municipal- citizens, and 
others, co-operating with me in my work. Among those i 
who afforded me special asssistance, were Rev. William 
Beecher and Salter Cieaveland, Esq., together with the 
Editor of the Toledo Blade, who introduced several favor- 
able notices of my labors into his*paper. 

But everything was not in my favor. Rev. ! O. £. 
Morrell saw fit to make an attack upon me in relation to 
Wyatt, the murderer, at that time confined in the Auburn 
(N. Y.) State Prison, whom I have spoken of in my book en- 
titled the ** Secret Band of Brothers," which the reader ia 
requested to consult. 

I next visited Detroit, where I met with a reception 
similar to that I met with in Cleveland. The newspapers 
generally spoke in my favor, and the ministers of the place 
wer^ also ready to lend their influence to the cause ; espe- 
cially Rev. Dr. Dufiield, Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, and Editor of the Evangelical Observer, then pub- 
lished in that city, whose heartfelt interest in my behalf, 
shall ever be remembered with gratitude. [See Appen- 
dix, No. 38.] 

My order of proceeding in Detroit was first, to give a 
private lecture to editors, ministers, and the ofiicial members 
of the different Churches ; then a public lecture in the city, 
and after that, a lecture in the several churches in a specified 
order. When the turn came for me to lecture in the Me- 
thodist Church, on repairing to the place I found it locked. 
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and a large number of persons standing about the door 
waiting for admission. The rabble, who were opposed to 
my lecturing, were quite elated at the prospect of the dis- 
appointment. But being determined to disappoint the 
enemies of the cause, I commenced my lecture to about a 
thousand people from the steps of the church. Just at this 
moment singing was heard from one of the church class 
rooms, but almost immediately ceased. In a minute 
more the leader of the class interrupted me by requesting 
me to desist, as I was breaking up his meeting, and he 
hoped I would not break up a class meeting for the sake of 
lecturing on gambling. I told him as his meeting was 
within the house, and mine in the street, that I thought 
mine would not disturb him, and I should therefore proceed. 
I did so ; but whether he was able to get his members 
back into the class room is quite doubtful; at least we 
heard no more singing in that direction. I afterwards 
learned that this leader was also a trustee, and that he had 
interfered to prevent the house being opened for me, merely 
to allow him to proceed with his accustomed meeting. 

My next lecture was given in the Baptist Church. At 
this meeting the Methodists apologised for their church not 
being opened on the previous evening, and assured me that 
it should be at my service on the following night. I ac- 
cordingly spoke there the next evening to a large audience. 

On the following Sabbath, Dr. Dufdeld gave me the pri- 
vilege of speaking from his desk to a large and attentive 
audience. This being the last public meeting that I was to 
hold in the place, a collection was taken up for my benefit, 
which was sufficient to meet my expenses while in the city. 

I left Detroit for Cincinnati by the way of Dayton. 
After I left, I received from the generous friends of my en- 
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terprise, a letter expressing their faith in the course 1 was 
pursuing. 

In Dayton I occupied the Methodist Church. In the 
course of my lecture here, I took occasion to speak against 
the practice of betting on elections. I knew several, both 
at Dayton and Cincinnati, who had made themselves rich 
by this mode of gambling, and had ruined many a worthy 
young man by the influence which their success had exert- 
ed. What I said on this subject gave great umbrage to a 
certain class. At one of my meetings a Dutchman, known 
among the gamblers by the name of ** Seahorse," ordered 
me to ** shut up my mouth,'* and created quite a disturbance, 
so much so, that my friends were alarmed for my safety. 
In the midst of this excitement, I called on Mr. '* Seahorse" 
not to dite himself \{ he did others. When he found that 
I knew him, he yielded very readily to the control of an old 
gentleman who took him by the shoulder and led him out 
of the meeting. The following morning, I saw my old 
friend « Seahorse" on board a canal boat, bound for Cincin- 
nati, Dayton having become too hot for him. 

Having finished my lectures at Dayton, I returned to Cin- 
cinnati, after an absence of eighteen months. 
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I 

EUviNO performed my first rtform tour, I returned to Cin- 
cinnati poorer than when I left it, but conscious that I had 
done some good. My friends gave me a warm reception, 
bnt my enemies thought proper to give me a little foretaste 
of the annoyances and persecutions I was occasionally to 
endure. Soon after my return, a dentist, named Madeira, 
presented for payment, the balance of a bill, purporting to 
have been contracted by me some four years before ; the 
amount was about twelve dollars, and, as I knew it to be 
unjust, I refused to pay it, whereupon a writ was issued, and 
I was taken before a magistrate of the / name of £. V. 
Brooks. This man had, during my gambling career, 
swindled me of some two thousand dollars worth of goods 
that I had confided to his trust, and about which we had 
formerly had some contention. On this account he was by 
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no means the man to do justice to me on ibis occasion. 
Consequently, when Madeira came into Court with his bill, 
the Justice asked him if he had any person to testify to the 
account ? He replied that there were several persons who 
knew I had become responsible for the debt, but he had 
brought no witnesses, as he supposed I was willing to con- 
fess judgment. This 1 refused to do, whereupon the* ma- 
gistrate said, that although there was no evidence except 
drcumstanticd^ yet he would give the doctor a judgment 
for thirteen dollars and costs, which amounted in all to 
eighteen dollars and fifty cents. Brooks then ordered the 
constable to take me into custody. I insisted that the con- 
stable should take me to the commissioner's office and per- 
mit me to take the insolvent debtor's oath. But he in pre- 
tended friendship, advised me to give bonds and take an ap- 
peal, assuring me that no other court would give the doc- 
tor judgment for one cent. Knowing that he could not 
succeed in an impartial court, I concluded to give the ne- 
cessary bail, and accordingly deposited in the hands of a 
friend, who became my bail, an amount of money suffi- 
cient to indemnify him. 

When the time came for me to attend to the trial, I called 
on my bondsman to talk with him in relation to the suit, 
when, to my surprise, he stated that the constable, Alexander 
Delzell, and Brooks had told him, that it was my request 
that he should settle it for me, and that he had done so, and 
had paid over the money ! I had no redress, for Madeira 
had moved to Pittsburg, and the impossibility of bringing 
Delzell and Brooks to justice was apparent, so I yielded to 
the swindle, being fully satisfied that the whole thing was ' 
the fruit of a conspiracy. [See Appendix 39.] 

I lectured several times during the fall in Cincinnati and 
▼idnity. In December, '45, 1 lectured six times in Maya* 
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vUle, Kentucky. From Maysville, I went to Columbus, 
Ohio, where the State Legislature was then in ses- 
sion. 

Columbus was at this time in a state of great excitement. 
A revival of reilgion was going on among the Methodists, 
and the politicians were fiercely discussing the ** hard" and 
" soft" currency question, which, together with the ryfie I 
made among the gamblers, caused the little city to heave 
like the waves of a troubled ocean. At that period the 
Baptists and Presbyterians were the most energetic in pro- 
moting reform, and had it not been for the Christian in- 
fluence I received from these two churches, I believe the 
gamblers would have prevented the passage of the law 
against gambling. I speak thus of those two denomina- 
tions because I met jvith decided opposition from the Me- 
thodist minister. His reasons for opposing could not have 
been other than jealously of my large meetings, fearing 
they would interfere with his protracted efforts to keep up 
his revival. ■ 

After I had lectured several weeks, and obtained the pas- 
sage of the Anti<Gambling Law, I found myself, as usual, 
without money, and in debt for my board, with one hundred 
drunken gamblers throughout the city, threatening my life, 
and even venturing so far as to come to the house where I 
boarded, and fiercely required the landlord to deliver me 
into their hands. I had no means to get away, and the 
meanness of the citizens, who had daily visited my rooms, 
was beyond parallel. 

The ladies — God bless them ! — made an effort which suc- 
ceeded. They, by subscription, purchased a very neat Bible 
and Hymn Book, and proposed to hold a meeting, at which 
the presentation of the Bible was to take place, and then a 

collection taken up for my benefit. 

2* 
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This meeting was held in the Methodist Church, which 
for me was most unfortunate, as the house was crowded 
with revivalists, who left their coppers at home, or kept 
them close in their pockets. The collection amounted to 
seven dollars and eighty cents ! and this from an audience 
of over fifteen hundred persons, being about one-half cent 
per head! [See Appendix, 42.] 

Subsequently the Hon. Mr. Perkins, Senator from Erie 
County, collected the necessary amount, and presented it to 
me ; thus the Senators and Representatives of the State 
finally assisted me in getting away several days after the 
presentation of the Bible, during which I was exposed to 
the insults not only of the gamblers and their associates, 
but by the city authorities, who, (with a very few excep- 
tions,) were worse than the gamblers. 

I left Columbus, thinking if there was any place where 
reformation was needed more than all others, ColumbuSi 
Ohio, was that place. 

Cincinnati was the next scene of my labors. I arrived 
in that city in a few days after leaving Columbus, where I 
found great excitement prevailing among the gamblers and 
their well tried allies, the city police, with very few honest 
exceptions, among whom was his Honor the Mayor, H. £« 
Spencer. Through his philanthropic efforts, together with 
those of young Mr. Denison, of the " Denison House," the 
young Messrs. Groodman, of <<€roodman's Banking House," 
Mr. Shropshire, and a few others who felt interested, a 
meeting was called, at which it was resolved that a gold 
medal should be presented to me for my efforts in obtaining 
the passage of the Anti-Gambling law. [See Appendix, 
No. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47.] 

Notwithstanding the benevolent efforts of the above- 
named gentlemen, and the presentation of the medal for the 
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purpose of giving me a benefit, the proceeds of the evening 
did not pay the expenses by twenty dollars, ten for the 
house and ten for the music ; thus I had a fine medal, but 
not sufficient money to pay the expenses of the presenta- 
tion! 

From Cincinnati I went to Lawrenceburg, Indiana, where 
I was united in the bonds of matrimony to Miss BuUoek, 
grand-daughter of my old friend the Quaker, who provided 
f(Mr me after the death of my mother. 

This was the fulfilment of an engagement entered into 
the first year after my reform. 

It might here be well to mention a very strange oircnin- 
stance in relation to this marriage. 

While I was living with John Bullock, the grand*&thei 
of my wife, his only son presented him with a grand-daugh- 
ter. That daughter was taught by me (then a boy of 
eleven years of age) how to walk, and the first wwds she 
ever lisped was my name. I had been separated from her 
eighteen years ; twelve years of that time a gambler, three 
years a reformed man. 

During the months of March and April, 1846, I com- 
pleted and published my work called << The Seokbt Bamb 
OF Brothers." This mysterious work caused quite a dis- 
agreeable sensation among one-fifth of the population of 
Lawrenceburg, who felt the lash, but did not know that 
mercy was one of my strongest principles of reform, and 
that in my exposition I did not wish to do anything unjust. 

But my reform to me was paramount to every other con- 
sideration, and for its safety, I was forced to let the secret 
band in that town know that they were known, and that 
the good of the better portion of the citizens demanded 
either their silence or their exposition. 

The ofispring of some of these old robbers were mnob 
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exasperated for a time ; but a few whispers silenced them, 
and all the noisy opposers I have now in Dearborn county, 
Indiana, are of that class. But of the secret band I have 
no more expositions at present to make so far as Lawrencer 
burg is concerned ; they are gradually dropping oflf the 
stage, and their offspring are taking their places. 

During the summer of *46, I travelled through Ohio, 
visiting Fortmouth, Marietta, Zanesville, Putnam, &;c. At 
Portsmouth, I lectured twice, and paid my own expenseer; 
at Marietta I lectured several times, and had about as much 
given me as would pay my expenses. 

This town is one of the most beautiful as well as moral 
in the State of Ohio. A general good feeling prevailed 
throughout the town, and the kindness of Mr. E. Emer- 
son, and others, will ever be gratefully remembered by 
the writer of these pages. The !Rev. Messrs. Lewis and 
Corwin, generously gave me the use of their churches, and 
their Christian influence, which, among the Methodists and 
Baptists of that town, was very extensive. Mr. Lewis 
was a young minister of the Methodist Church, raised and 
educated in Cincinnati, Ohio ; he had heard of me while I 
was a gambler, and had always been a warm friend to 
movements of reform. His kindness to me and my family 
will ever be remembered by me. I will here mention the 
fact, that the hospitality of these two servants of God, in 
offering their houses for the home of myself and wife, 
although we did not accept the offer, will long be treasured 
as the promptings of warm and generous hearts. 

From Marietta, Zanesville was my next place of destina- 
tion. In this city I delivered several lectures. The Metho- 
dists and Baptists threw open their houses of worship, and 
my audiences were very large. The Presbyterian minister 
in charge at that time, took a stand against my reform, and 
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gave notice that he would deliver a lecture in opposition, 
which he did to an audience of about fifteen persons ; while 
I, the same evening, addressed as many hundreds. The 
newspapers gave me favorable notice. 

After delivering several lectures, I made an attempt to 
raise sufficient funds to pay my expenses, but as usual failed, 
although the amount would not have exceeded twenty dol- 
lars. Fart of the amount was given me, and' then I left 
the dilapidated town of Zanesville, and crossed the river to 
the- beautiful village of Putnam, where I delivered one lec- 
ture ; and the citizens having heard of the swinish treat- 
ment I had received at Zanesville, immediately gave me 
sufficient to pay my expenses at both places ; and the even- 
ing before my depart ure^ I received a present of twenty- 
five dollars from a Mr. Buckingham, a young gentleman of 
isrealth who resides in Putnam, and whose family contri- 
butes more for benevolent purposes than one-fifth of all 
the city of Zanesville. From Zanesville I went to Wheel- 
ing, Va., where I lectured several times, receiving about as 
much as my expenses for my services. From that city 1 
Avent to Pittsburgh, where I lectured several times, and 
although I was much opposed by some of the professors of 
religion, T found many w«irm friends. W, W. Wallace and 
his friends and acquaintances gave me greet assistance, and 
were the first to propose and contribute for my services in 
the State, to effect the passage of the Pennsylvanian Anti- 
Gambling Law. 

Too much praise cannot Jj^e bestowed upon those philan- 
thropic individuals who co-operated with me in my re- 
form movements, during my stay in that city ; the news- 
papers also gave much aid. The ministers of the Gospel 
likewise extended their infiuence. And here I will, with 
great respect, speak of those charming singers known as the 
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" Baker Family/' comprising four brothers and two sisters. 
This benevolent family have ever been the friends to re- 
form, and their contributions for my benefit have amounted 
to at least one hundred dollars. While many of the strol- 
ling bands of music murderers are imposing themselves 
upon the community for the sake of a living, the virtues of 
the " Bakers" ought to be known, and to this end I write, 
that Christians may be assured that they never desecrate 
any house of God in which they are permitted to warble 
their sweet notes. 

From Pittsburg I returned to the State of Indiana, visit- 
ing Madison and Indianapolis. 

At the latter place I delivered several lectures, and re- 
ceived good encouragement from the most prominent 
citizens. I was much pleased with the respect shown 
me by the good portion of the people ; and likewise the 
manifestation they made towards eradicating the vice of 
gambling from the city. The ministers and public organs, 
all gave me every assistance, and I left Indianapolis highly 
gratified, and well paid for my labors. [See Appendix, 
No. 48.] 

Having finished my work at Indianopolis, I left for 
St. Louis, Mo. Here a slight 4ifiEiculty occured between 
the editor of the Revilee and myself, growing out of a con- 
troversy I had with him on a former occasion. I procured 
the lecture -room of the Fourth^street Methodist Church, 
and commenced my labors ; whereupon Mr. Field, the 
aforesaid editor, opened his battery upon me — declaring 
that my lectures had an injurious tendency, and that I was 
a humbug ! Knowing that these opinions were founded in 
ignorance, I endeavored to have a general meeting of 
editors and clergymen, to whom I would explain my mis- 
sion and exhibit some of the gamblers' tricks ; they promptly 
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accepted the invitation, and all of them, except young Mr. 
Penn, of the Reporter, and Mr. Field, of the RevUee, gave 
me an audience. Instead of visiting my room, as invited, 
Mr. P. sent his bill for publishing the proceedings of one of 
zny meetings, which his deceased parent, and all the other 
editors had published without charge. Upon my first visit 
to St. Louis after my reform, certain resolutions, compli- 
mentary to myself, were passed by the citizens, at a public 
meeting, and which, of course, appeared next day in the 
newspapers ; and for this service Mr. P. desired to be paid, 
and when I called at his office to pay him, he so far forgot 
the rights of hospitality as to permit a ruffian to assail and 
abuse me in the grossest manner. 

Mr. Field, for some reason, declined to witness my mani- 
pulations with cards, and boldly assailed me in his paper 
aA the reader may see by referring to the Ap. 49, 50, 51. 
After receiving these shots from the enemy, his brother 
editors desired a suspension of hostilities, until I should, by 
occular demonstration, convince Mr. F. that he was doing 
me injustice. He valiantly accepted the proposition, and 
-we met, having settled upon the following preliminaries : 
we w^ere each to have a certain number of personal friends 
present, when I was to exhibit the tricks of the gambler 
and explain the object of my labors ; the result to be pub- 
lished in a card signed by the parties present. We had a 
pleasant meeting, and which resulted in the publication of 
the following card. [See Appendix, No. 52] 

This interview apx>eared to satisfy all parties ; and hav- 
ing finished my labors, I found I had made above all ex- 
penses the sum of twenty-five dollars. I now left St. 
Louis for Lawrenceburg, Indiana, where my family were 
residing, and for a brief season enjoyed the society of the 
loved ones at home. 
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Tiiit Harrisbnrgh, Ft.~Seoiire the Pau«ge of aa Anti-Oambling Law— My Propotj 
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Having completed my South- Western tour, together with 
my wife, I now proceeded to Harrisburgh, Fa., for the 
purpose of attempting to secure the passage of an Anti- 
Gambling Law, the legislature being then in session, in 
which I finally succeeded ; a copy of which may be seen by 
referring to the Appendix, No. — 58. 

The citizens of Harrisburg were much pleased at my 
success, and very generously paid my expenses, and pre- 
sented me with a handsome Bib]e, notwithstanding which 
I left the place poorer than I entered it, as the house in 
which we boarded was consumed by fire, and with it the 
wearing apparel of my wife. Mr. Bular, the proprietor of 
the hotel, treated me with great hospitality, and the ladies 
of the city were exceedingly kind and attentive to my ex- 
cellent wife. 



1 
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lieaving Harrisburg, we repaired to Philadelphia, where 
"we remained five months ; during which time I delivered 
fifty lectures. As a token of the estimation in which my 
labors in that city and State were held, the citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia publicly presented me with a silver golbet, and 
gave me a benefit which paid all my expenses and left me 
one hundred dollars besides. 

During my stay in this city much kindness was extended 
both to myself and family. The Rev. John Chambers, the 
great apostle of temperance, and the friend to all moral re- 
form, gave me his influence. Dr. James Bryant and his 
energetic and estimable lady, were greatly interested in us 
during our stay ; and here I must acknowledge the kindness 
of that eloquent temperance advocate,' John B. Gough, who 
for the sole purpose of giving me his influence at my benefit 
left his profitable field of labors in Southern Virginia, and 
volunteered to address the citizens of Philadelphia at my 
meeting in the Chinese museum. Mr. Fletcher, of the 
Morris House, was also very kind. The Morris House is 
one of the first class hotels, and is kept strictly upon tem- 
perance principles. The clergy, in general, as well as the 
press gave me their influence. Wm. J. Mullen, Philip S. 
White, Esq., Dr. Gibbons, Editor of the Pledge and Stan- 
dard, and many others rendered me much assistance during 
my stay in the Quaker city. 

I left Philadelphia for Washington City, where 1 lectured 
several times and then left, as I had on my former visit, 
without receiving sufficient funds to pay my expenses, not- 
withstanding I lectured to full houses. I left Washington 
City for Richmond, Va., were I lectured several times, and 
had the co-operation of the clergy and Press, and although 
my audiences were large I barely made expenses. From 
Richmond I visited Petersburg, This city has been as 



42 TWELVE DATS IN THE TOMBS. 

much cursed by gamblers as any city in the Union. There 
I found many who had been injured by this accursed vice ; 
among whom were men of the highest order of intellect, 
and who had once ranked with the first men of our country 
nowlivinglipon the cold charities of the gamblers who had 
caused their downfall and disgrace. And what was still 
more lamentable, their wealth and its influence had cdntri- 
buted to give importance to these vampires, for when I vi- 
sited Petersburgh in 1847, 1 found some of the most envia- 
ble offices which government could bestow in the hands of 
gamblers. Of one great philanthropist of Petersburg it is 
my duty here to speak, as he has been battling with the 
vice of gambling and its supporters for several years, spend- 
ing both time and money in the cause, and his labors have 
added much to the morals of that city. Notwithstanding 
he had a hard battle to fight his moral courage and Christian 
zeal have brought him out more than conqueror. I refer to 
R. R. Collier, Esq., well known throughout Virginia for his 
moral courage in attacking vice. Mr. Greorge Phillips I 
found a thorough-going reformer in the temperance reform. 
Messrs. Collier and Phillips gave me much assistance while 
at Petersburgh. I left that city after lecturing one week 
fifty dollars better off than when I entered it. My next 
move was for Lynchburg, Va., where I delivered several 
lectures free, to crowded houses, and then had to leave, pay- 
ing my own expenses, without receiving for books and lec- 
tures half the amount of my bill. 
^Having now determined to visit the Sulphur Springs, I 
bargained with James M. Boyd to carry my. wife and my- 
self to that locality in one of his stages, by way of the Natu- 
ral Bridge. Accordingly, on the morning of our departure, 
we were called up at four o'clock, the usual hour for the 
departure of the stage, and, upon entering the coach, found 
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two persons already seated, and in a few minntes we left 
Ij3mchbnrg at a brisk rate, and with a fair prospect of a 
delightful ride. In a short time the driver informed' ns, no 
donbt to prepare us for what happened, that the " break" 
was broken, for which reason he would be compelled to be 
exceedingly cautious in driving down the mountain steeps, 
until we arrived at the tavern where we were to take 
breakfast, where he would get a chain to lock the wheels 
when necessary. 

After a ride of ten miles, we found ourselves upon the 
summit of the Katesbery mountain, where we alighted to 
take breakfast. Having finished our repast we once mora 
resumed our seats in the stage, and were informed by the 
driver that he had secured a log chain, as a lock, and that 
his prviate opinion was, that Mr. Boyd had not treated us 
well ; but his opinions were little heeded by us upon hearing 
the sound of his whip and the rattle of the wheels as we 
descended the mountain, which is said to be one of the most 
dangerous descents in Virginia. Of this, however, we were 
ignorant, but before we had proceeded half a mile the log 
chain broke, and the horses not being able to check the 
speed of the heavy coach, became alarmed and dashed down 
the mountain at a fearful rate ; the affrighted driver added 
to the catastrophe by managing to overturn the coach, from 
which the horses broke loose, carrying with them the for- 
ward wheels of the vehicle. By the fall, all the passengers 
were more or less injured. An old lady was so badly 
crushed, that a week after, when we left her, her life was 
despaired of ; a young man had his shoulder dislocated, and 
was otherwise injured ; my wife was very much bruised, 
and I was so much injured that for half an hour I remained 
insensible. Upon our return to the hospitable mansion of 
Mr. Perrow, on the summit of the mountain, we learned that 
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Mr. Boyd had placed us in an old coach, which had been 
condemned and out of use for two years ! That two of the 
four horses had been in the habit of running away, and that 
Mr. Boyd was celebrated for his recklessness and disregard 
of the comfort or life of his passengers. 

We remained a week at the hospitable mansion of Mr 
Perrow, under the medical care of Dr. Boiling, whose as- 
siduous, kind and gratuitous attention will ever be gratefally 
remembered. My arrival at the Springs caused great ex- 
citement among the blacklegs, who have inade it their ren- 
dezvous for a quarter of a century. They thought it im- 
pertinent in me to interfere in their business — ^but I thought 
differently, and so did the proprietor, Mr. Caldwel], who gave 
me the privilege of lecturing in his hall, whenever I saw 
proper ; but much to my regret, my health did not permit 
me to give a public lecture ; but such was the anxiety to 
hear and witness my expositions of the gambler's trade, that 
some two hundred of the boarders came to my rooms, to 
whom I clearly demonstrated the folly of attempting to win 
money of gamblers. Thus I completely broke up the busi- 
ness of gambling at the Springs, although a house, elegantly 
furnished, is especially devoted to gaming, which the pro- 
prietor rents for $1,500 the season, which usually lasts about 
eight weeks. 

Leaving the Springs, I returned to Cincinnati, on my way 
lecturing at Lewisburg and Charleston. 

Th€ Legislature of Kentucky was now in session, and, 
emboldened by my success in Pennsylvania, I determined to 
visit Frankfort for the purpose of attempting to secure the 
passage of an Anti-Gambling Law for that State. This 
was effected, and after sojourning two weeks in Frankfort, I 
visited Lexington, and several small towns, in all of which 
I lectured some twenty times, and received about enough to 
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meet expenses. Having accomplished for Kentucky, all the 
good in my power, at that time, I resolved to leave her, and 
once more wend my way to the Eastern States. 

After leaving Kentucky, I made my way to New En- 
gland, stopping occasionally to address the people on my 
favorite subject. In Washington, Pa., I lectured several 
times, without any pecuniary remuneration ; as was also 
the case in Newport, R. I., where I gave free lectures and 
paid my own expenses. At Fall River, I had several meet-^ 
ings, and received about enough to pay expenses. I then 
went to New York, where I gave ten or fifteen lectures, 
and received about twenty-five dollars. At New Haven, 
Ct. I lectured six times, and received about one hundred 
dollars more than my expenses. I next visited Bridgeport, 
Ct. where I gave two lectures, and received ten dollars short 
of my expenses, although I found the people very generous 
^and received the co-operation of the Press and the clergy, 
with the exception of an old doctor of divinity, who had 
been prejudiced against me, and could not be prevailed upon 
to visit me publicly or privately. He had been informed 
that my lectures were immoral in their tendency, and that 
some of his friends who had heard me in New Haven, had 
since become gamblers ! I have no doubt these falsehoods 
had been told the old gentleman, and he was weak enough 
to believe them. He had also arrived at the sage conclu- 
sion that intemperance was the only vice worthy of his re- 
form efibrts, and, therefore, he would have nothing to do 
with any other. I had come in contact with so many cler- 
gymen of his description since my reformation, that his op- 
position gave me no alarm, although I was grieved that he 
should throw any obstacles in the way of the anti-gambling 
reform in his own city, where it was so much needed. 

I next visited Binghampton, N. Y., a very pleasant and 
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thrifty place. Here I was well treated ; lectured several 
times, and received twenty dollars over my expenses. Quite 
a lively interest was here manifested in my reform opera- 
tions, and the ladies generally of Binghamton, are reformers 
in spirit and in practice, and they, together with the clergy 
and the Press rendered me much good service. I again re- 
turned to New York, lecturing on the way, and in March, 
1849 went to New Haven, where I concluded to locate my- 
self permanently. 



CHAPTER V. 

A I>icr«itieB'-P«bUeatioa of " Gnes'i National Gnard**— Form tht Aoqvaintaaoo of 
Dr. D. Fraaoit Baeos— My Amooiatioa with him aad hii Papor^MoTO to Now 
H»TOB— Reform Party Organised— The War npon the Gambler'e Bnm Shopo and 
Ihwoo Honieo Commeneod— Billiard Tablet Seised— Stolen and sent to New York— 
X»noom and Upson Arrested— Their Trial before Jnstioe Bennett— lloqnont SpoMk 
of fhe Bnmmio's Connsol— Final Defeat of the Reform Party. 

Previous to entering upon the history of my operations in 
New Haven, I must ask the reader to permit me to trouble 
him with a brief digression. The great object of my life 
since my reformation, has been the suppression of gaming, 
and the more fully and completely to accomplish it, I deter- 
mined upon my last visit to New York, to publish a news- 
paper in which I could spread fiar and wide my peculiar 
information; and accordingly I commenced the publica- 
tion of a weekly newspaper, entitled ** Greenes National 
Chuird" It was a large weekly, and was so much more 
expensive than 1 had anticipated, that it soon exhausted all 
my available means, and involved me in some pecuniary 
difficulties, from which I have not yet been able to extricate 
myself. When it became apparent that my paper must 
stop, I made the unpleasant fact known to some of my 
Mends, who advised me to form the acquaintance of Dr. D. 
Francis Bacon, then editing and publishing the « The Day 
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Book^^ a smart little daily, fast gaining in popular favor, 
and already enjoying a very respectable patronage. I had 
formed a very high estimate of t)r. Bacon's learning and 
literary attainments, and had read with pleasure and sur- 
prise, his celebrated " Mysteries and Iniquities," etc., in 
which he attempted to show that Mr. Clay*s defeat was the 
result of an extensive combination of gamblers for that pur- 
pose. Whatever may now be said or thought of that mat- 
ter, I fearlessly assert, and of my own knowledge, that such 
a combination did exist, and for the purpose charged ; and, 
furthermore, that whenever the gamblers of the United 
States see proper, they can, in the same way, defeat any 
presidential candidate. In Mr. Clay's case, they knew that 
the Whigs were sanguine of success — that Mr. Clay was 
the idol of his party — that they had plenty of money, and 
were not afraid to stake it upon the result of the election, 
and that, if Mr. Clay could be defeated, more money w^ould 
be won than by electing him : therefore, the leading spirits 
among the gamblers entered into certain systematic arrange- 
ments, embracing the entire country, and when all things 
were HgM they made their bets, and the reader will recol- 
lect that there was . more betting upon that election than 
upon any other before or since. Besides the immense sums 
privately bet, the newspapers in all parts of the country 
teemed with proffered bets on the result in the different 
States, an4 on the general result. All this was the visible 
working of the great scheme, and deeply-laid plan, by 
which the beloved sage of Ashland was to be defeated. In 
all this matter, the conspirators had but one object, viz., to 
win money. They knew little, and cared less, about the 
political doctrines of either party ; but they knew that an 
immense amount of money could be made by combining 
against the favorite candidate — and tliey did it, and were 
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successful. But Dr. Bacon was said to be insane for be* 
lieving and promulgatiog these facts> To me, however, 
they established not only his sanity but his wisdom; and I 
resolved to see him> and secure, if I could, the aid of his 
powerful pen in behalf of my cause, , Accordingly we met, 
and after a pleasant interview, I agreed to merge my paper 
into his weekly, so that my subscribers should receive their 
paper up to the time paid for> I found the doctor at all 
times ready and willing to forward my reform, and my asso- 
ciation with him will long be remembered with pleasure 
and delight, and was only interrupted by my being com- 
pelled to attend to other duties in New Haven. 

When I made my first appearance before the citizens of 
New^ Haven, I was greeted by a large, respectable, and in- 
tellectual audience, among whom were a majority of the 
(acuity of Yale College, who, from the first, appeared to 
manifest the deepest interest in my reform efibrts. I was 
«ilso well sustained by the press and the clergy, who gave 
me their sympathy and their influence. In all my visits to 
this delightful city, I was treated with the highest consider- 
ation and hospitality ; and finally, a proposition was made 
that I should become a citizen of the place, in order that I 
might, if possible, do something towards arresting the grow- 
ing vices of the town, which, it was feared, might ulti- 
mately injure the business prospects of the college. I saw 
that there was a ripe field for my operations, and accepted 
the proposition ; and in the spring of 1849, I left the city 
of New York, with my wife and child, for our new home. 
We were kindly received by the citizens, who enabled me 
to hire a house, and furnish it with everything necessary to 
OUT comfort and convenience. This being done, several 
attempts were made to organize a system by which I should 
be supported ; but in this my friends entirely failed, so that 
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at the end of the year I found myself in debt to the amount 
of two hundred and fifty dollars. 

Preliminaries, however, being satisfactorily arranged, I 
was anxious to commence the battle, and began recon^ 
noitering the enemy, by way of ascertaining his strength 
and power, and the best mode of attack. I soon discovered 
that in a fine, large, public edifice, known as the " Temple," 
there were four billiard- tables, doing a good business, and 
were patronized by the citizens generally. Now, the law 
of Connecticut is, that billiard-tables and ten-pin alleys 
must be licensed, and if found in use without this legal 
sanction, the tables are to be destroyed and the alleys closed. 
The four billiard-tables aforesaid were not licensed, and, 
therefore, were subject to the penalty of falling into the 
spoiler's hands. There wex^ also several ten-pin alleys, in 
full and constant operation. These, however, were licensed 
although the licenses were subsequently revoked. The 
drinking houses in the city were also numerous and un- 
licensed ; and the friends of temperance asserted with truth- 
that the parent of all vices was making fearful havoc in 
their midst. Prominent among the places of resort, for 
intemperance and licentiousness, were the darice houses at 
the head of the principal wharf. These houses were all 
kept by colored men, and some of them rivalled in splendor 
the far famed dancing saloon of ** Pete Williams," at a cer- 
tain classic locality in New York. In these houses nightly 
assembled the vicious of both sexes and of all colors, where 
they would frequently pass the whole night in revelling and 
debauchery ; nor were the actors in these scenes all low 
and vulgar — students, clerks, officials, business men, and 
gentlemen, young and old, married and unmarried, were 
not unfrequently mixed up in the same quadrille, or drink- 



TWELVE DAYd IN TH£ TOMSfi. 61 

icg at the same bar with the grossly licentious and aban- 
doned. 

Such was the character of the enemy I was to contend 
with. I was expected to cause the destruction of billiard* 
tables, to close the ten-pin alleys, to put an end to the 
rum traffic, and to silence the music in the dance houses, 
and cause the dancers to perform a gallopade or a promen- 
ade towards the watch-house. The reader will at once 
perceive that this was a great work — one which required 
an iron nerve, an unyielding firmness, and a heart not to be 
sabdued by the powerful opposition which the assailed 
would organize. As a reformer, I was to strike at the in- 
clinations, habits, tastes, pleasures, and interests of a large 
class of men ; but as I was to be sustained by law, by the 
police, and by the wealth, intelligence, and virtue of the 
city, I entered upon the duties of my mission with energy 
and confidence. 

By way of investing me with something like legal author- 
ity, the city council made me a special constable — an office 
which conferred a vast afnount of honor, but no profit, as 
special constables receive no pecuniary reward for their 
official services. It may be well to state in this connection, 
that the law of Connecticut requires that six grand jurors 
shall be elected annually for the city of New Haven, and 
these men are, in all cases, the public prosecutors, or to 
whom complaints must be originally made, and then, if in 
their wisdom, the case justifies further proceedings, they 
appear before a magistrate, and enter a complaint. The 
grand jurors, for 1849, had mutually agreed that Mr. Hol- 
lister, one of their number, should receive and act upon all 
complaints. To that gentlemen, therefore, I went with the 
news that there were four billiard-tables in active operation 
at the " Temple," and that they were used contrary to law. 
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He received me and my complaint with great courtesy, bat 
although it was a plain case, he required time to consider 
the matter. I had counted upon the prompt co-operation 
of the legal authorities, and could not brook delay ; there- 
fore, I immediately repaired to Mr. Buckingham, another of 
the grand jurors, and made my complaint to him, and 
through his instrumentality legal proceedings were instituted 
immediately, and in a few hours thereafter the sheriff had 
possession of the tables, had them taken apart, and snugly 
stowed away, and locked up, in an old barn. Now, the 
owner of the property had no desire to see his beautiful 
tables, maces, and cues burned in the public streets, so he 
conceived a plan to save them from destruction, and the 
city from any further trouble or expense, and during the 
night after the capture, by some ingenious device, the tables 
were stolen, and conveyed, as report says, to New York, by 
the earliest conveyance ; and this was the end of billiard 
playing in New Haven. 

The result of this first movement caused much excite- 
ment. The gentlemen who had spent their time and money 
at the " Temple," now were compelled so seek some grosser 
amusement, or remain at home, while the rum sellers and 
ten-pin alley men thought they foresaw certain destruction 
to their business, if the reform progressed. 

Having now rid the city of the billiard-tables, my next 
effort was to close the ten-pin alleys. They were licensed, 
but, proper representations being made, their licenses were 
revoked by the city council, whereupon a number of them 
were immediately closed, and the others were used only 
occasionally, and as secretly as possible. 

The rum traffic was the next in order; and in New 
Haven, as in all other places, it was a powerful enemy, and 
notwithstanding that the friends of temperance have most 
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valiantly conteuded with their adversary for more than a 
quarter of a century, very few victories have beeu obtained. 
A few out-posts have been carried, while the main army is 
constantly being reinforced by the addition of whole regi« 
mentsof rum sellers, moderate drinkers, and drunkards. In 
New Haven the temperance reform was comparatively dead ; 
there was no efficient organization, and, therefore, it was 
necessary to awaken a new interest in the cause. I found 
the clergy ready and willing to do anything to assist me; 
and the Journal and Courier — a daily paper, then edited by 
W. T. Bacon, and published by J. 1^. Hotchkiss, Esq., assured 
me that I might rely upon its warmest support, and nobly 
redeemed its pledge. Having secured the clergy and a por- 
tion of the press, I next conferred with some of the staunch 
friends of temperance, and among them John G. North, 
Esq., Deacon G. F. Smith, and Jas. Gallagher, who promptly 
and zealously entered into the spirit of my operations, and 
rendered me most efficient service. By way of commenc- 
ing, Mr. North at once called a meeting of a few temper- 
ance friends at his office. At this meeting some preliminary 
steps were taken, when they adjourned to meet again. 
They met a second and third time, each time increasing in 
zeal and numbers, so that on the fourth occasion the meeting 
convened in Dr. Cleveland's lecture-room, when a series of 
resolutions were submitted, but referred back to the com- 
mittee to be reported at some subsequent time, after which 
the meeting adjourned for one week, to meet at the Olive 
street Chapel. The city was now thoroughly aroused, and 
the meeting in the chapel was densely crowded. Those 
who actively participated in its proceedings were Professor 
Goodrich, Frof. Silliman, Dr. Leonard Bacon, Dr. Cros- 
well, E/Cv. Mr. Love, Rev. Dr. Dutton, Rev. Mr. Phelps, 
Rev. Mr. Strong, Dr. Floy, Rev. Mr. Smith, Rev. Mr. 
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Ketchum, Rev. Mr. Huston, Rev. Mr. 0*Ryley, Catholic 
Priest, Rev. Mr. Cleveland, with many other good men of 
the city, Mayor Peek, two of the select men, eight of the 
city council, three of the grand jurors, the city and town 
clerks, the editors of the Journal and Register, one con- 
stable and four night watchmen, £P11 of the aldermen, and, 
upon one occasion, if not more, Thomas Bennett, Esq., act- 
ing justice of the peace', for the town of New Haven, con- 
descended to give countenance to this great and important 
movement. The absence of the other officials, including 
some of the select men, and one council man, may easily 
be accounted for, from the fact that they were rum 
sellers, or the victims of a rum organization. At this meet- 
ing Prof. Groodrich presented a series of resolutions ex- 
plaining the objects of this reform movement, its necessity, 
&c., which were adopted by acclamation, and a committee 
appointed to carry them out. ^ These resolutions, together 
with the names of the gentlemen composing the committee, 
were published, so that the public were well advised of 
the proceedings and intentions of the reformers. (See Ap- 
pendix, No. 59.) 

I now commenced active operations against the rum 
sellers, informing against a number of them, among whom 
were Ransom and TJpson, who kept a fourth-class hotel, or 
victualing house. They had no license, and therefore were 
amenable to the law. . As this was regarded as a test case, 
it was therefore a very important one, and for some days 
before the trial the rum party were actively engaged in 
preparing for the event. At length the day arrived, and the 
parties were arraigned for trial before Justice Bennett. A 
number of witnesses were examined, who established the 
fact that they kept a victualing house, (which means that 
they sold alcoholic liquors,) and it was admitted that they 
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had no license. With these stern facts staring him in the 
face, the learned counsel of the rummies opened his de- 
fence. He dwelt with unsurpassed eloquence upon the 
villainous prosecution of honest and respectable citizens, 
ix^hom, he said, had been dragged before the public by a 
class of self-constituted reformers, who had found instru- 
ments .base enough to be hired, and he had reason to be- 
lieve, bribed to prosecute his clients, who were known as 
two highly respectable gentlemen. " Yes, your honor," 
said he, '* who but a miscreant could be found to prosecute 
that gray-haired old man," pointing to one of the deeply- 
injured firm, who, at the same time, to heighten the effect 
of the speech, dropped his head, wiped his eyes, and sobbed 
as though his old heart was breaking ; and this being the 
signal for a general sympathetic manifestation, several other 
rum sellers followed suit. Those not having pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs substituted their Isleeves or coat-tails. It was a 
very feeling time ; and as the learned counsel saw the effect 
of his pathetic eloquence, he seemed to catch a fresh inspi- 
ration, increasing the tone of his voice higher and higher, 
until he reached a pitch beyond which he could not go ; 
and now his strained voice began to sink lower and lower, 
until it degenerated into the most comical wheezing, com- 
pared by one of the auditors to the breathing of an asth- 
matic elephant, and by another to the braying of a super- 
anuated donkey, whose will lasted longer than his breath. 
This splendid effort was brought to an abrupt conclusion by 
the eloquent and pathetic speaker, who begged for time to 
refresh himself, which being granted, the court adjourned, 
and the rummies repaired to another bar to congratulate 
each other upon the success of the morning, and to imbibe 
more spirit to enable them to pass through the trying scenes 
to follow. 
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Upon tbe re-assembliiig of the conrt, the learned connsel 
having partially recovered from tbe efifects of his recent 
effort, rose, and to the infinite delight of his clients, opened 
his tremendous batteries upon the Reformed Gambler, 
whom he accused of being the cause of all this difficulty, 
and who was sustained in New Haven by a set of old 
grannies, for the purpose of making trouble. Having 
finished his tirade of abuse, the court was again adjourned 
until the next day. 

The principal witnesses for the prosecution had been ex- 
amined, and as the writer's testimony was the most posi- 
tive and conclusive, it was, of course, necessary to impeach 
it ; and for that purpose several persons were brought upon 
the stand, one of whom was James M. Welch, who testi- 
fied that he had known me for four or five years, and 
thought my character for truth was below par. Upon his 
cross-examination, he confessed that he had had a difficulty 
with me during the summer; that I had threatened to 
prosecilte him for selling liquor, and for some other misde- 
meanors. To the question, *' Who have you heard speak 
of Mr. Green as a man not to be believed?'' he answered^ 
/* Lucius Gilbert, Wm. Dicker man, and Sidney S. Morse/' 
He was then asked what business those gentlemen follow- 
ed ? when, after a little hesitation, he reluctantly said that 
they were engaged in the *Miquor business!'* Whoever 
feels any interest regarding the truth of the testimony of 
Mr Welch, may refer to Mr. James Bennett of Buffalo, 
formerly proprietor of the Bemiett Temperance Hotel of 
that city. 

The next witness called to the stand was Mr. F. E. Ives, 
who swore that he believed Mr. Green's reputation was 
bad. He was |»>t personally acquainted with him, but he 
had heard Newell C. Hall, Jeremiah A. Bishop, Judson 
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Caofield, and Andrew L. Kidston all give it as their opinion 
that his word was not to be believed, and them was his 
sentiments. He further testified that he was a ** rum seller/* 
and that each of the gentlemen named as doubting Mr. Green's 
word were pursuing the same respectable business. Mr. 
Benjamin Beecher, jr., Augustus Smith, and a few other wit- 
nesses for the defence, were called — all of them rum sellers, 
and all personally hostile to me, and therefore they were 
« bound to go it strong ;'' but, notwithstanding the noble and 
superhuman efforts of the rummies' counsel, and all their own 
hard swearing, Ransom and Upson were convicted, before 
Justice Bennett, but the case was carried up to the County 
Court, where, by some hook or ^crook the judgment was re- 
versed, and in this court all the other rum cases were simi- 
larly disposed of ; and the whole affair ended in the entire 
defeat of the reform party, and now everything in the drinking, 
dancing, licentious, and gambling line, goes on as glori- 
ously as ever. 
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In the vicinity of New Haven, there is a mountain 
familiarly known as " East Rock." "It is a lofty prominence, 
overlooking a vast extent of country, and has ever been a 
favorite place of resort for pleasure parties, for artists, and 
for the lovers of grand and beautiful natural scenery. On 
the summit of this rock lived two old people — an English- 
ihan named Smith and his wife ; they lived alone, and aa 
they had few neighbors, little was positively known of their 
private affairs, but as they kept a ten-pin alley, and supplied 
visitors with refreshments, it was generally believed that 
they had accumulated considerable property. One day, in 
October last, a neighbor called at their house, to pay them* 
a morning visit ; he found the door closed, the table in the 
middle of the floor, apparently set for dinner, with an extra 
plate upon it, as though they had expected a guest ; the 
cooking utensils, with the food partly boiled, was still hang- 
ing in the fire-place, although the fire «was entirely extin- 
guished. All appearances seemed to indicate the sudden 
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suspension of culinary and other domestic operations. The 
visitor awaited the return of the occupants, but they came 
not ; he called, bulbeceived no answer ; he searched, but in 
vain, and finally left the premises surprised at what he had 
seen. 

The next day another neighbor called, and found the 
house still untenanted, and the same appearances were 
presented as on the first occasion. He searched the house, 
and from certain indications concluded that it had been rob- 
bed, which gave fearful evidence that the aged pair had been 
murdered, and he at once gave the alarm. The citizens 
promptly repaired to the spot, and instituted a search, which 
resulted in the discovery of the murdered and mangled 
bodies of the old people in a little wood near the house. It 
appeared that the bloody deed had been perpetrated upon 
the spot where they were found, and where they had re- 
mained some four days. Ii was a cold-blooded, premedi- 
fated murder, and undoubtedly committed for the purpose 
of robbery. 

The affair created great excitement, especially amongst 
the select men and other officials, some of whom were seen 
riding about the city in all directions and in greai haste, 
armed for deeds of desperation, presenting the most satis- 
factory evidence tliat the police of New Haven, on all 
great occasions, are most active, chivalrous, and vigilant. 

For certain reasons it was supposed that an Irishman of 
the name of McCaffrey, was the murderer. He was a 
stranger .in New Haven, and was known t6 have been with 
Mr. Smith during the day of the murder, and that he had 
suddenly disappeared after its perpetration. According to 
an affidavit of Newel C. Hall, and others, McCaffrey, on 
Sunday, the 28th. day of October, visited the Rock, and in- 
duced the old people to believe that he intended to purchase 
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the good will of the place, and proposed that Mr. Smith 
should meet him the next morning at the liquor store of 
Newel C. Hall, when, if they could ^ agree, he would 
enter into bonds to purchase the fixtures and good-will of 
the lease. Accordingly, the next day they met at the place 
designated, and after some conversation, the parties left 
Hall's liquor store for the Rock, the old man being intoxi- 
cated — McCaffrey observing that he would return on the 
following Wednesday* On their way to the mountain, they 
stopped at another drinking establishment kept by Mc- 
Illvany, where they again drank and departed. In a couple 
of hours thereafter, McCaffrey returned to Mclllvany's— 
said he had purchased the lease — exchanged his coat, and 
took the cars for New York, for the purpose, as he said, of 
procuring the money to consummate his bargain. 

On Thursday the remains of the murdered pair were 
found, and as McCaffrey had not returned according to 
promise, he was at once suspected. The city authorities 
promptly offered a reward of one hundred dollars for the 
apprehension and conviction of the murderer, being all 
they could offer without the sanction of a public .meeting 
of the citizens. Soon after the State offered an additional 
reward of one hundred, and then the search began. Several 
public officers visited New York, and it is said that the St. 
Charles Hotel was most thoroughly searched ; but as 
McCaffrey was not a fancy gambler, he was not found 
there. The theatres, dance-houses, and other houses of bad 
repute, and all the disreputable localities were also visited ; 
but all to no purpose. Chicopee Falls, in Massachusetts, 
known to be the residence of McCaffrey's wife, was also 
explored, but nothing could be seen or heard of the sus- 
pected murderer. These unsuccessful efforts appeared to 
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cool the ardor of the police,' and in a few days the affair 
was scarcely mentioned, except by his honor,* Mayor Peck, 
and Mr. Hollister, the prosecuting grand juror, who were 
constantly engaged in endeavoring to ferret out the perpe- 
trator of the bloody deed. As it was apparent that no fur- 
ther efforts to arrest McCaffrey would be made, several 
citizens proposed that I should follow him, and promised to 
furnish me with the necessary means. Accordingly, on 
the 13th of November, I left New Haven with a few dol- 
lars, for Chicopee Falls, where I learned that Mrs. McCaffirey 
had recently received a letter from some of her relatives in 
Canada West, post-marked, " Port Rowan, Nov. 2." This 
gave me the idea that Canada was the place to search for the 
supposed murderer, and I immediately addressed a letter to 
the Mayor, requesting him to send to my address at Buffalo 
the necessary official documents, that I might be fully em* 
powered to make the arrest. I then borrowed at Chicopee 
funds sufficient to pay my expenses to Buffalo, whither I 
hastened, and where I remained five days before I received 
the Mayor's documents. Being again out of money, with 
a tedious and expensive journey before me, and not being 
disposed to wait for funds from New Haven, I collected a 
debt due me, amounting to about seventy-five dollars, and 
left for Canada West, and arrived at Port Rowan, on the 
evening of the 23d of November. Here I ascertained that 
McCaffrey had several relatives living at Port Rowan, and 
that he had left the place some days previous ; that he had 
not changed his name or his clothes ; and that he was on 
his way to Toronto, by way of Port Dover and Hamilton. 
The next morning after my arrival, I secured the services 
of Mr. Killmaster, a young gentleman of wealth and respecta- 
bility to assist me in my search. We pursued McCaffirey 
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day and night until we arrived at Toronto, where I again 
found myself 'without any funds, but still on the trail of the 
murderer. I bad previously published handbills describing 
McCaffrey's person, and offering a reward for his apprehen- 
sion ; and as these had been scattered over a large district 
of country, in which he was known to be, I felt certain 
that his arrest would be effected ; but I was powerless with- 
out money, and therefore I sent a telegraphic despatch to 
the Mayor of New Haven, that I was within " two" daya' 
travel of McCaffrey, and needed one hundred dollars to 
prosecute the journey, but by some mishap the telegraphic 
despatch read '^ ten" days, which subsequently became the 
subject of some ill-natured remarks. 

Mr. Killmaster had become greatly interested in the pur- 
suit of the murderer, and proposed that we should at once 
proceed at his expense, presuming he would be repaid out 
of the expected funds. Accordingly we left Toronto, and 
in three days reached a little village, and' a large settle- 
ment of Catholic Irish, where McCaffrey had a brother- 
in-law residing. Here we learned that the object of our' 
search had been two days before our arrival ; that he 
had attended mass, and left for a distant part of the settle- 
ment. Mr. Killmaster's means were now nearly exhaust- 
ed, and we returned to Hamilton, where I expected, to 
receive the money from New Haven. In this we were 
sadly disappointed, for, instead of the funds, I received 
a letter from the Mayor, expressing his regret that he was 
not authorized to send them ; that he and Mr. Beecher, the 
select man, and Mr. Ellas Gilbert, wished the money sent, 
but that they were opposed by Mr. Nicholson, and one 
other gentleman whose name is now forgotten ; and that I 
would be compelled to do without it, but he hoped I would 
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not give up the c&ase.* [In explanation of Mr. Nicholson's 
opposition, it may be as well to state that he was engaged 
in the riim traffic, and, of course, was personally hostile to 
me ; and when appealed to by a respectable citizen, to give 
his consent, as a select man, to send the money, he replied 
that he " would as soon send it toMcCaflfrey as to Green !"] 
This unexpected communication from the Mayor, was 
deeply mortifying, as it sadly reflected the injustice and illi- 
berality of my favorite city, and must have given those 
with whom I was associated a very contemptible opinion of 
the New Haven authorities. My own situation, too, was 
exceedingly unpleasant. I was without money, among 
strangers, and anxious to return to my family. With my 
mind filled with the most disagreeable reflections, I was one 
day examining the register of my 'hotel, when, to my sur- 
prise, I discovered the name of Mr. Joseph Deming, of 
New Haven. He was an entire stranger to me, but I im- 
mediately sought an interview, and explained to him my 
situation. He candidly told me that he disapproved of my 
reform bperations in New Haven, but that I had not been 
well used, and that his purse was at my service ; and with 
a generosity I shall never forget, he immediately supplied 
me with money enough to reach home, where I arrived, 
after a tour of more than two thousand miles, during which 
I fully realized the severity of a Canadian winterjand what 
w^as worse than all, failed in the accomplishment of my ob- 
ject, because I was not sustained by those whose duty it 
was to protect the lives and property of the citizens. 

* Profiting by information received from roe aAer my return as to McCafirey'i 
whereabout!, the deputy-sheriff of New Haven was despatched to Canada West 
ia learch of the murderer, where he was found and brought home. He was txied, 
convicted, and sentenced to die in October next. 
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In the spring of 1848, I was in the city of Washington, 
where I had been directing my efforts mainly against lot- 
teries and lottery gambling, with very little advantage to 
myself, which, with me, has ever been a matter of second- 
ary consideration. There was, also, at this time in Wash- 
ington city, a Mr. Norton, a very wealthy gentleman of 
Lexington, Ky., who was one of my earliest and warmest 
friends. He had watched my movements since my refor- 
mation, with great interest, and always regretted that I was 
so poorly sustained. When we met at Washington, he 
proposed that I should make an effort to procure some 
secret government agency, from which I might derive some 
pecuniary acivantage, and suggested that I should call upon 
Gen. McCalla, also of Lexington, Ky., who also knew me, 
and who was President of the Anti-Gambling Society in Lex- 
ington. Gen. McCalla was Second Auditor at the time, and 
was highly esteemed for his rare excellence and many vir- 
tues. 

Acting upon the advice of my friend, I called upon Gren. 
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McCalla, who warmly approved of the plan, and at once in- 
troduced me to Mr. Gil let, the Solicitor of the Treasury 
Department. At this interview, Mr. Gillet promised his 
co-operation, and we departed. Subsequently Hon. W. W. 
Wick, member of Congress from Indiana, and one of my best 
friends, heard of my application, and to second my ejQTorts 
went with Mr. Gillet to Mr. Walker, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and recommended my appointment. Mr. Walker 
thought favorably of the matter, and in a few days I re- 
ceived a note from Mr. Gillet, announcing my appointment 
as secret agent for the detection of counterfeiters, &c. 
whereupon I repaired to his office and received the follow- 
ing document : 

" To the United States District Attorneys and Marshals, 

** This Office has arranged with Mr. Jonathan H. 
Green, to aid in detecting violations of the laws of the 
United States, and particularly those relating to the forg- 
ing Treasury Notes and counterfeiting Coins. You are re- 
quested to act in concert with him in detecting chose who 
are guilty. Full reliance can be placed upon such infor- 
mation as he may give you. Whenever circumstances may 
warrant it, you will promote the welfare of the Hepublic 
by taking all proper measures to secure the apprehension 
and conviction of all who are believed to be guilty. To 
aid in these objects, Mr. Green is hereby specially commis- 
sioned by this Office, with the consent of the Treasury 
Deparment. He will, from time to time, make a full re- 
port to this Office of what transpires in relation to this sub- 
ject. 

" Given under my hand and Seal this Twentieth day 
of June, 1848. 

" R. H. Gillet, Solicitor.'* 
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Upon receiving my parchment, Mr. Gillet also gave me, 
for purposes of comparison, two $500 cancelled Treasury- 
Notes, and also five thousand dollars of spurious money, 
in notes of different denominations upon banks in Penn- 
sylvania, Indiana, and Kentucky, which were to be used 
officially and at my discretion, 'jphis appointment I still 
hold. Upon leaving Washington city, I went to Fall 
River, Mass., where I became acquaihted with Silas W. 
Spaulding. He and his family were boarding at the Ex- 
change Hotel, and he represented to me that he was a re- 
tired .merchant, having abundant means, and intended to 
spend the summer at the fashionable watering-places ; bat 
by way of making expenses, he proposed to take an inter- 
est in my affairs, to sell my books on joiiit account ; in 
consideration of which he ^as to furnish the necessary funds 
for their procurement or publication. He was a very 
plausible man in his manners and conversation, and so en- 
tirely won my confidence that 1 accepted his proposition, 
and together we went to Saratoga Springs. Here there 
was a demand for my books, and I wrote to my publisher 
in Philadelphia, to send me five hundred dollars worth at his 
earliest convenience, upon which Spaulding advanced his 
part, being two hundred and fifty dollars, for which I gave 
him my due bill. The books soon after arrived in New 
York, when I immediately placed the whole of them in 
Spaulding's possession, to be disposed of as he thought 
proper. Being active in his business operations, the books 
soon disappeared, bnt he failed to give me a satisfactory ac- 
count of them. This, together with the fact that I detect- 
ed him in a falsehood, somewhat abated my confidence in his 
integrity. Soon after this, I discovered that he was endea- 
voring to obtain goods under false pretences, and not wish- 
ing the merchants to be deceived by him, I gave them cer- 
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tain hints, which caused them to refuse the goods, although 
they were packed and ready for delivery. Shortly after he 
introduced himself to me, (le would occasionally exhibit 
remnants of dry goods, and on several occasions persuaded 
my wife to purchase them. These goods became so numer- 
ous, that I began to suspect that all was not right, and gave 
orders that no more purchases should be made. It subse- 
quently appeared that he had failed at Manchester, N. H., 
and that these good were a portion of his stock, which 
rightfully belonged to his creditors, and that, before leaving 
Manchester, he had been arrested for stealing, which fact he 
reluctantly acknowledged when on oath before the United 
States Commissioner. 

Up to the time of my leaving New York for New Haven, 
Spaulding uniformly told me that my books were unsale- 
able ; that he could not realize any money for them ; and 
that he was in need of funds. Believing his story, I fre- 
quently gave him money in sums varying from three to ten ^ 
dollars ; and after I was located in New Haven, He jdid his ^. 
wife paid us a visit. They both professed the warmest 
friendship, and remained with us some ten days. During 
this time he proposed that inasmuch as he was not likely 
to get his two hundred and fifty dollars for the books, he 
'would return them, and that I should board them at a cer- 
tain weekly rate, until the debt was cancelled* ; to which I 
agreed, and made my arrangements accordingly — but they 
never came. 

Shortly after their departure, I ascertained that while he 
was enjoying the hospitality of my home and family, he 
was consorting with my New Haven enemies, and that the 
real object of his visit was to ascertain whether he could 
not strip my house of its furniture, to satisfy the debt he 
claimed, and which he then knew was unjust. The legal 
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opinion of a New Haven lawyer satisfied him that that 
plan to injure me would not do, and he left with smiling 
face and outstretched hand, showering a thousand blessings 
npon my head, and wishing me unbounded prosperity and 
happiness ! 

The baseness and hypocrisy of this heartless villain 
grieved and annoyed me ; and I forthwith wrote him a let- 
ter, revealing to him my impressions of his character and 
conduct, and desiring no further intercourse with him, ex- 
cept an immediate settlement of our accounts, which has 
not yet taken place, and probably never will, as I have 
recently ascertained that my books were all sold, so that for 
the two hundred and fifty dollars, and a few dry goods, he 
received fifty dollars in money, and five hundred dollars 
worth of books, and still holds the original due-bill, which 
he claims as, unpaid. 

It was about the middle of December when I returned 
home from my Canadian tour, and found that there vms 
little interest felt on the subject of the East Rock tragedy ; 
but, as I was not disposed to yield without another strug- 
gle, I procured the signatures of a large number of the 
citizens, praying the select men to call a public meeting for 
the purpose of considering the question of offering an ade- 
quate reward for the arrest of the murderer. The meeting 
was called, and convened in the Court-house, and after be- 
ing organized by placing Mr. Nicholson, the select man, 
before mentioned, in the chair, a motion was made, that in- 
asmuch as there were but few persons present, the meeting 
should adjourn for one week ; whereupon Mr. Justice Ben- 
nett moved, as an amendment, that the meeting , adjourn 
sine die, which prevailed, and in less than ten minutes after 
the organization of the meeting, the few citizens who com- 
posed it were dispersed and the doors closed ! 
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About this time I received private information froiSL 
Canada, that McCafTrey was in the vicinity of Brockvilie, 
and I resolved that, when the Spring opened, I would again 
pursue him at my own expense, and that, in the mean time, 
I would visit Albany, where the Legislature of New York 
would soon be in session, and present the subject of gam- 
ing to that body, urging the necessity of a more stringent 
Anti* Gambling Law, and do what I could to procure its 
passage. With this determinatign I again left New Haven, 
and reached Albany a few days after the commencement of 
the session for 1850. I took immediate measures to have 
the matter placed before the Legislature, and devoted most 
of my time in conversing with the members on the subject, 
giving them ocular demonstration that the gambler's busi- 
ness was based upon fraud and treachery, and that to sup- 
press it, a law was necessary ; and had I not been inter- 
rupted in my operations, such a law would have been 
passed ; but we must hope for better luck next year. 

As I was one morning sitting in my room at the Delavan 
House, I heard a gentle rap, and bidding the stranger walk 
in, he opened th^ door, and A. M. C. Smith, a New York 
police officer stood before me^ He observed to me in a 
very gentle and kind manner, that he had some disagree- 
able intelligence for me, but he hox>ed it was not a very 
serious matter, and, at the same time placed in my hands a 
warrant to arrest me on complaint of my old friend Spaul- 
ding, who had now sought his revenge by swearing that I 
had obtained goods and money of him under false pre- 
tences ! 

Mr. Smith told me I might consider myself under arrest, 
but that he would call for me the next day, when, if con- 
venient, we would go to New York together. This was 
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agreed to, and the gentlemanly officer bade me good -morn' 
ing. 

The news of my arrest soon spread throughoui the city, 
and during the day my room was thronged by members of 
the Legislaturej and btiier friends, all anxious to hear my 
version of the affair. The persecution was so apparent that 
it created for me a deal of sympathy, and numerous offers 
of money, and every assistance I might require, were freelyi 
proffered. In the evening a large party of gentlemen 
visited, and remained with me, until a late hour, when, after 
a day of unusual excitement, I retired to my pillow, won- 
dering where I should sleep the next night. 

At the appointed hour, Mr. Smith reported himself, and 
we left Albany for the city of New York, where we arrived 
about seven o^ clock in the evening. The police office being 
closed, I could have no hearing that day, and was con- 
ducted to the far-famed Tombs, in which I was to pass the 
night. The keeper's office being closed, I was introduced 
to Miss Foster, the matron of the prison, who, having some 
personal knowledge of me, expressed great surprise at my 
aigrest, but she said she had seen so msgiy curious things 
about the Tombs, that she was prepared for almost anything ; 
and after a few words of kindness and encouragement, con- 
ducted me to the main prison through the female departs 
ment ; and when the doors of this hated place were fairly 
closed upon me, she inquired if I had been to tea. Reply- 
ing in the negative^ she hastened away, and in a short time 
reappeared with an excellent supper, which I discussed 
with a thankful heart 

I was now in the hands of the " night watch" — ^Me8sr& 
Lindon apd Daly, who had charge of the prison during the 
night. Throughout the whole of my confinement, these 
gentlemen treated me with marked attention and kindness, 
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which was the more to be appreciated as I was poor, and 
had no money to pay for prison favors, even if they tfould be 
bought. 

Th« internal view of the cells was somewhat revolting, 
but by way of mitigating the horrors of the place, the night 
watch generously permitted me to occupy their private cell, 
and to sleep in their own bed, upon which 1 enjoyed a 
sound and refreshing sleep. 

Early the next morning, 1 was greeted by the noble- 
heated and humane warden of the prison, Mr. Wm. Ed- 
monds. He was personally acquainted with me, had always 
sympathised with ray reform movements, and was one of the 
first in New York to sign my anti-gambling pledge, which he 
keeps with as much fidelity, as his temperance pledge. Just 
previous to leaving Albany, Hon. Albert Gilbert, a member 
of the legislature, and son-in-law of Mr. Edmonds, waited 
upon me, and unsolicited presented me with a letter to Mr. 
E., commending me to his care and attention. . A brief ex- 
planation of my case satisfied Mr. Edmonds that I was 
falsely accused, and unjustly imprisoned, and his natural love 
of justice together with his warm feelings for the wronged 
and oppressed, made him a better friend than ever. As an 
ofiicer, he is proverbially prompt^ vigilant and faithful, but 
my case presented a little difiiculty — he was at a loss to 
know how best to dispose of me, so much had been said, and 
•well said, on the subject of the proper classification of pri- 
soners, that he was in doubt where to place me. If I was 
guilty of the ofi*ence charged against me, I would be sen^tb 
the State's prison, and therefore if classified according to^the 
crime charged, I must be placed among burglarsjjigh-vfeay 
robbers, counterfeiters and murderers ; but Jjus v^ras mani- 
festly wrong, for I was no criminal, and' such men hatl 
never been my associates. It was eqnal\}ir wrong to place 
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me on the corridor with the miserable, petty larceny thieves 
and vagrants, who are usually found there in swarms, an^ 
to put me with the poor, diseased and filthy drunkards, 'was 
still worse, so he finally concluded that I should enjoy my 
own society, without coming in contact with any other pri- 
soners, although confined within the same walls. By this 
arrangement, I was confined upon the ground floor, or first 
oorridor, and slept in a fine double cell, used when occasion 
r^uires, as a hospital for sick prisoners, but after a few days 
confinement, I discovered that in reality, I was not as plea* 
santly located as the gentlemen on the second corridor; 
which is occupied by the higher grade of criminals. The 
floor was damp, and some of my companions in the hospital, 
had the delirium tremens^ and others were sick, from whom 
I could not withhold my sympathy or succor, and besides 
this, the idiotic jibberings, and ravings of the poor, half 
crazed drunkards, who were nightly confined in cells oppo« 
site and adjoining min^, were so novel and painful that I 
found it difiicult to sleep, but a word from Mr. Edmonds 
disposed of all these annoyances, by placing me on the next 
corridor, among the " aristocratic criminals," who are under 
the care of that excellent and efiicient oflicer, Mr. Alexander 
Jackson, (whose disinterested kindness I shall ever gratefully . 
remember,) who gave me the only cell at that time vacant, 
which singularly enough, was the identical one in whieh 
several murderers had been confined ; among the most dis- 
tinguished of whom, were Gibbs, Babe, and Dunlap ; it was 
also thjB cell in which Colt, the murderer was confined, and 
in which he was married and committed suicide. 

During the first day of my confinement, numerous friends 
visited me, and among them Horace Greelf^^^of the Tribune; 
and on the next' d^, Mr. W. Goodwin, of New Haven, 
called to hear fr^A my own lips the nature of my difliculty, 
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that he might carry the information to my New Haven 
friends, who were so anxious to hear from me, that he had 
been despatched by them to see me. Being assured that I 
was in no serious trouble, he gave me, unsolicited, a few 
dollars, and returned. 

After several days' vexatious delay, I was brought before 
Justice Mountfort; for examination, which, however, was 
conducted by Sidney H. Stewart, Esq., one of the police 
clerks. The charge against me was, that I had obtain^ 
the two hundred and fifty dollarS) and the few pieces of dry 
goods before mentioned, by representing that I was a gov* 
ernment agent, and that the Treasury Notes in my posses- 
sion, were genuine, and that they were mine. These were 
SpauldiQg*8 charges, and he was now called upon to sus- 
tain them, which he attempted to do by his own testimony, 
but which was so vague, unsatisfactory, malicious, and con- 
tradictory, that the case was dismissed as trifling and un- 
worthy of consideration. Foreseeing defeat, Spaulding had 
procured another warrant for my arrest, charging me with 
having in my possession certain forged Treasury Notes, 
"which I had attempted to pass ! Upon this charge I was 
re-arrested, and again taken to the Tombs. In a few days 
I was brought before the United States Commissioner, Mr. 
Gardner, for examination. I was accompanied to the oouit 
room by 'Rev. Wm. T. Bacon, of New Haven, Judge 
Drinker, who had taken a lively interest as my counsel and 
friend, in both cases, and by several gentlemen connected 
with the New York press. A day or two before my second 
examination, I received a letter from my wife, informing 
me that shortly after my first arrest, Spaulding reappeared 
in New Haven, and with a couple of officers went to my 
house, inquired for my wife, and told her that I was in the 
Tombs, tiut) that if she would agree to certain propositions^ 
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I should be released ; if not, her house sbonld be stripped 
of its furnitore, her home desolated, and her husband sent 
to the State's Prison for twenty years! fie finally pro- 
posed that be would compromise the whole matter, if she 
would give him her watch, and other valuable jewelry, 
which he knew she highly valued, as presents of some dis' 
tinguished friends of Washington City. All his propositions 
were treated with scorn and indignation, and the officers, 
sympathizing with her, refused to act, whereupon the fiend, 
to search for the jewels, ransacked the whole house, open- 
ing drawers, trunks, &c. ; but being unsuccessful, retired. 
I bad also received a letter from Manchester, N. H., giving 
the particulars of Spaulding's arrest in that place, for steal- 
ing, and with these new illustrations of the character of my 
accuser, I repaired to the court for examination. Spaul- 
ding was again the principal witness, but entirely failed to 
sustain the charges; and after a brief investigation, the 
Commissioner, feeling that he had been trifled with, indig- 
nantly dismissed the case ; whereupon Judge Drinker 
moved that Spaulding be committed for perjury, but he had 
made good his retreat, and the police have not yet been able 
to discover him. 

Being now released from custody, I returned to the city 
prison, to take leave of the officers of that institution, from 
all of whom I had received such marked attention and kind* 
ness, and which will ever be treasured in grateful remem- 
brance. 

My imphsonment,^ tc^ether with the excitement incident 
to it, had worn upon my health, and I was now weak, fee- 
ble, and quite ill, although I had received the careful medi- 
cal attendance of the prison physician, Dr. Cdvel, a most 
excellent and worthy maUr 
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I had ail the premonitory symptoms of brain fever, and 
^found myself rapidly sinking under them, and know not 
that I could have reached home in safety, had not my es- 
teemed New Haven friend, Rev. Wm. T. Bacon, taken me 
under his care and protection. He conducted me to my 
home, where I was once more warmly and affectionately 
received by numerous friends and the partner of my joys and 
sorrows. The disease, which had commenced its ravages 
in prison, still progressed, until my life was despaired of; 
but thanks to a, kind Providence, and the careful attention 
of my physician and friends, I rose from my bed of sickness 
in a few weeks, and again resumed the business of my life. 
When I had so far recovered as to be capable of enjoying 
the pleasures of the social circle, the citizens of New Haven 
gave me what is familiarly called a " donation party,'' by way 
of presenting roe with a public testimonial of their regard and 
confidence, as well as to sustain me in future efforts, which, 
together with the many favors I have received at their 
hands, will ever be remembered by the grateful hearts of 
those who were made happy in this>, one of the darkest hours 
of my life 



The following notices of my arrest and trial appeared in 
the New York and other newspapers at that time : 

First Arrest.— A. M. C. Smith returned from Albany yesteiday, 
having; in custody J. U. Green, better known as the "Reformed 
Gambler," on a charge of obtaiAiug money under false pretenses. 
We doubt whether there is anything criminal in the transaction on 
which this arrest is based, so far as Mr. Green is concerned. More 
likely it is a plot got up by his enemies to injure his reputation and 
usefulness . — Tribune* 

Forged Treasury Notes. — Justice Mountfort committed yes- 
terday Jonathan H. Green, better known as the " Reformed Gam- 
bler," on a warrant issued bjr the United States Commissioner, Mr. 
Gardner, on a charge of having in his possession two counterfeit 
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treuniy notes for $500 each. These notes are sllegecT to be in the 
possession of Green, with the intent of passing the same. The 
case will be heard before the Commissioner after the decision of 
the case of false pretenses, on which an investieation is now pend- 
ing against Green, before the magistrate. — Herdd. 

The history of this new arrest may be told in a few words. 
Spaulding who was formerly Greenes aeent for the sale of his 
books &c., not long since quarrelled with him, and a few days ago 
had him arrested for obtaining money and goods under false pre- 
tenseR, which case is now under examination, and will probably 
result in Greenes discharge, as the inyestigation shows the charge 
to be frivolous. Spaulding anticipating this, yesterday had a war- 
rant issued^ charging Green with having forged treasury notes in 
his possession, and very likely, before all is over, will attempt to 
prove that he tried to pass them, but this, like the first charge, will 
result in nothing but shame to his persecutors. What the next 
move will be remains to be seen. — merchants' Day Book, 

Discharge or Grkem thk Reformed Gambler. 

U. S. Commissioner's Court.— Before Alex. Gardiner, Es^. — 
Feb. 19. — ^Aileged Extensive Forgery on the Treasury— The United 
States vs. Jonathan Green, for attempting to pass forged Treasury 
Notes for $500 each. — A lengthy investigation took place, which 
after the examination of witnesses, resulted in the acquittal of the 
accused. 

The principal testimony was that of a man named Silas W. 
Spaulding, but this evidence did not go to the identification of the 
notes, nor to prove that the accused ever attempted to utter them. 

It was admitted by the defence that the notes were spurious; 
and the counsel for the prosecution having asked what explanation 
could be given for the possession of them, Mr. Green the defendant, 
said that at Washington he made application for a ** secret oflice," 
and received an appointment from Mr. Giliet, the Solicitor of the 
Treasury; that heobtained the notes for the purpose of his " secret 
office" viz. to detect forgeries. ^ 

Mr. Evarts said, that under the circumstances of the case, and 
as there was no evidence that Mr. Green attempted to pass these 
notes, he would not ask to detain him on the charge. The defend- 
ant was therefore set at liberty. — N. Y. Herald. 

After my arrest and discharge, the New Haven Palla 
dium, publi&hed the Herald's account of my arrest in its 
editorial columns, without a word of explanation or com- 
ment, whereupon, the Merchants' Day Book remarks— 
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As the New Haven Palladium has published in a very conspicu- 
ous manner, the arrest of Mr. Green on the charge of obtaining 
money and goods under false pretences, and of attempting to pass 
counterfeit money, but has not had the honesty or fairness to pub« 
lish the fact that he had been honorably acquitted on the first 
charge, we call that paper^s special attention to the above from the 
Herald — The Palladium has meanly sought to wound the feelings 
of Mr. (rreen's family, and to injure him in his own city, where he 
is eminently useful — now let it be magnanimous enough to do him 
justice, by publishing the result of both examinations. — Mer^ 
chants* Day Book. 

We find the above in the New York Day Book, for which paper^ 
Green, the Reformed Gambler, as he styles himself, has sometimes 
acted as agent. We presume,' therefore, that it was published at 
his dictation, as have been several other articles in the same paper, 
glorifying Green, and reflecting sensoriously and slanderously upon 
the town and city authorities of New Haven. In regard to this 
recent arrest, we gave the statement as -en item of news, just as 
other papers had done, adding not a word of comment, and as soon 
as he was acquitted of the ** first charge" we noticed that fact, 
stating in the language of the New York Tribune that ** it was 
fully demonstrated that the charge was instigated by malice, and 
was entirely without foundation,'' and a day or two after, 
we stated that he was discharged from custoidy, there being 
nothing proved in relation to the counterfeit treasury notes in his 
possession. What more or what less could we have done as faith- 
lul chroniclers of the news of the day ? Therefore, Green, in the 
above assertion that we have '* not had the honesty or fairness to 
publish the fact that he had been honorably acquitted," is guilty 
both of slander and falsehood upon us — but we presume he. will 
not grieve very sadly over that fact — The fellow's spite towards us 
is founded simply upon the fact that we have ever snunned him at 
a humbug whose career as a pretended reformer is mischievous. 
From the day of his first visit here, to this hour, our opinions of 
the roan and his ** eminent usefulness' have been unchanged. If 
better men than ourselves have had confidence in the honesty of his 
pretensions, time will show whether we have been uncharitable or 
they have been duped. We have heard good men deplore his lec« 
tures on gambling as full of mischiet ; and for ourselves, we never 
doubted the fact, from. the day we saw his mission announced. 
Experience, as far as we have observed, has shown that these ap- 
prehensions were just. To one gambler reformed by his influence, 
we doubt not that he has been the means of adding ten to that 
army of the worst and most heartless of knaves that prey upon the 
best of mankind. 

If he were a man of proper sensibilities and had the right sort of 
mind and conscience for a successful reformer, he would appreciate 
the difference, w^hich he does not comprehend, between a reformed 
Inebriate and a reformed Swindler, such as he professes himself to 
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be. He would see that the former became rery intemperate ebiefly 
through physical infirmities, which in their gradual progress, in 
duced a blindness to the nature and consequence of his habits. 
ISIen, changing such habits, may show by their own experience 
with good effect, and without a harlot's or swindler's shame, ho^ 
deceitful were the paths they trod, and point with profit to the dan« 

fers which beset all who walk in them. A reformed swindler is s 
ifferent being. He wants watching constantly, and the less pa- 
rade and show he makes, the better his influence. The sincerity 
of his penitence is shown by the extent of his humility — by the 
sack-cloth of the anchorite rather than the plumes and epaulettes 
of the haughty leader. 

When such men attempt to regulate public authorities, rebuke 
the press and misrepresent it, and to degrade themselves to the 
condition of hired spies and informers, which are deemed odious 
in every civilized land, they deserve public rebuke instead of pub- 
lic confidence. The ends of virtue dannot be promoted by such 
men or such means. If Mr. Green is truly a reformed man, be 
should be encouraged to persevere in keeping from all evil, and he 
should be patronized in the pursuit of some laudible occupation, 
so that he can see that the ways of virtue are pleasant and peace- 
ful, and that the good among his fellow men rejoice with the angels 
above, over his repentance, if it prove to be that which is not to be 
repented of. But this should be all that he should claim of society 
— while society can have no claim upon him except a continued 
example of humility and self-reform. — New Haven Palladium, 

In answer to this article the Merchants* "Day Book thus 

replied — 

'* The above is published, not because we care either to refute 
the assertions of the New Haven Palladium, or defend J. H. Green. 
The extract credited to the New York Iky Book, is from this 
paper, and if the Palladium means to say that Green was ever the 
agent of the Merchants' Day Book, or in any way connected with 
it, it says that which is not true. As to the articles glorifying 
Green, and reflecting censoriously and slanderously upon the town 
and city authorities of New Haven, if any have appeared in this 
paper we have not seen them. We did condemn the city authori- 
ties of New Haven for leaving Green — their special deputy police 
officer, whom they had sent away on business — in the lurch, and 
compel him to borrow money t.o pay his expenses home. But of 
this we care nothing. It was a private matter, and has been set- 
tled, we doubt not, before this time." 

Those who have read the history of my career in New 
York, will recollect my association with the Day Book, 
edited and published by Dr. D. Francis Bacon. It was for 
this paper that I acted as agent. The Merchants' Day 
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Book was a different paper, edited and published hy N. K. 
Stimpson, Esq., for whom I never acted as agent, or wag ^ 
in any way connected ; and the articles wliich appeared 
in that paper I neither dictated nor saw until I read 
them in the paper ; and the editor of Palladium knew the 
difference between the two papers, and that I was in no 
way connected with the Merchants* Day Book. 
Again, the Palladium says — 

*^ We have heard good men deplore his lectures on gambling as 
full of mischief ; and for ourselves, we never doubted the fact 
from the day we saw his mission announced.v 

In answer to this it is sufficient to say that the editor of 
the Palladium was invited to attend my private lectures or 
exhibitions, that he might be enabled fully to understand 
the character of my mission ; but he refused to attend, and 
therefore his strictures upon the character and results of 
my work, are based upon gross and unpardonkbie igno- 
rance. 

From the New York Tribune, 

Jonathan H. Green. — While Mr. Green was in Albany, urg- 
ing upon our Legislature the passage of an act more effectually to 
suppress gambling, he was arrested and brought down to our city, 
here imprisoned for a week or more, before he had a hearing, oa 
a charge of obtaining money by false pretences. As soon as a 
hearing could be had, the magistrate dismissed the charge as un- 
founded, taking the prosecutors own statement as the truth. 
There was no need of any defence. Green was at once re-arrest- 
ed on a complaint of having forged Treasury Notes in his pos- 
session, with intent to pass them ; and that was likewise proved a 
gross fabrication, and he was a^in triumphantly set at liberty on 
the testimony trumped up against him. We believe this charge 
was not merely baseless — it was vindictive and malicious. 

Where Green now is we know not, having lost sight of him 
since his release ; but he ought to be located and supported in 
this city. We greatly need his services here, to watch the opera- 
tions, and defeat the snares, of the gamblers, who are here numer- 
ous, daring, and most pernicious. We believe that not less than 
five millions of dollars are annually won from fools and shallow 
knaves, by blacklegs, in this city alone ; and that not less than 
one thousand young men are annually ruined by them. The 
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money is mainly wasted on harlots, strong drink, and extravagant 
living, Gramblers are all libertines, and add largely to the list of 
annnal yictims of seduction ; whiJe those they lure into their dens, 
and plunder, are generally good for nothing thenceforth, but be- 
come drones, sots, and (if they have brains) shavers and villains. 
There is no other vice so devastating in its consequences in pro- 
portion to the number addicted to it. 

Now, kiw can go but part way in extirpating this vice. But 
our present laws are very defective, and our police either bribed 
or powerless. We have not a doubt that our Chief of Police 
knows at this moment, where at least five hundred " hells^ are in 
nightly operation ; the captains of police know where they are 
perfectly well; the policemen know; yet nothing efiectual is 
flone. Ought we to rest satisfied with this ? 

We trust the Legislature will amend the existing laws against 
gambling, so as to render them more efficient ; and then we would 
fike to bear our part with a number in enabling Mr. Green to de- 
vote his time entirely to the extirpation of gambling from our city. 
What citizen of known integrity, and some time at command, will 
take the lead in effecting such an arrangement ? By so expending 
five thousand dollars in five years, we shall save at least five mil- 
lions to those who honestly. earn it— a good part of which is now 
stolen from employers, to be squandered in infamous resorts, while 
the wreck of morals and of prospects is a still more appalling 
evil. How lon^ shall we passively endure it ? 

We observed in a late New Haven Palladium some strictures on 
Green, which seemed exceedingly wrong-headed. The idea we 
especially allude to was substantially this — that Green ought to 
be restrained by shame from coming forward as a reformer of pub- 
lic morals, because he was once a gambler. Now, we hold that 
he is under the greater obligation to labor for the repression of 
this crying evil, because he has aforetime been its minister ; and 
we see clearly that if such men are to be repelled and frowned 
down because of their past iniquities, there never can be an effec- 
tual repression of gambling. Who can tell what changes in our 
laws will render them effectual to suppress gambling as well as a 
repentant gambler? Who else knows as well as he how to track 
the human spiders to their haunts and scare them from their prey ? 
We, certainly, should be but children at this business; so would 
most of our citizens. And we venture to affirm that Green can 
accomplish more toward the suppression of gambling than the 
editor of the Palladium could in a year, each doing his best. Then 
why should not the former be encouraged to attempt the work so 
necessary to be done, yet to most of us so repugnant as well aa 
impracticable ? 



CHAPTER Vm. 

THE DEFAULTER. 

How many men, who have held high and respectable 
offices under the American government, have disgraced 
themselves, and brought reproach upon their families and 
friends by the embezzlement of funds received in their 
official capacity. Few months, or even weeks» pass, with- 
out the attention of the public being called, by the news- 
papers, to some new case of defalcation. It is also well 
known, that among the number of defaulters are found men 
who, up to thfi time of defalcation, have been regarded by 
community as proverbial for their honesty. Hence it has 
been generally asked by many, ** What could have been 
the cause of error so gross and damning in men hitherto so 
decidedly and eminently upright?" This problem might 
be more easily solved, if we could gain an insight into the 
occasion and circumstances by which the powerful influ- 
ences of vice were brought to operate. The crime com- 
mitted in the land can never be accounted for by mere 
speculation. Let us try to open a few of the many causes 
which lead to the commission of such flagrant outrages of 
public justice. 
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During my gambling career, I have had the curtain 
lifted in many an instance from such a scene; and thn 
machinery by which the result was brought about, clearly 
exposed to my view. I have seen the most skilful at lose 
to account for the stealthy and dexterous mancBUvres of 
vice. I have seen a prominent man become a stupendous 
defaulter to government, by schemes and plots concocted 
and brought to maturity by the very persons who were his 
security for a faithful performance of the duties of his 
office. Through their instrumentality he received the ap- 
pointment, and through their base means he became a 
large defaulter. He was a gentleman of a pleasant aspect, 
very prepossessing in his manners, and with a heart full of 
grateful and generous emotions. He received his office 
through the special influence of those whom he believed to 
be his friends. Immediately on his appointment, five of 
these persons (there were eight in all) formed a compact 
for the purpose of plucking from him, not his salary alone, 
but the deposit of the office, and his own private estate. 
I was a gambler at that time, and was thought by his 
friends shrewd enough in the black art to have the secrets 
open to me ; and in order that I might play my part in the 
matter, if it should be necessary. Another part was 
assigned to a lottery dealer ; and a number of parts were 
assigned to a fashionable liquor seller. 

Everything proceeded in perfect order for several weeks. 
The official became possessed of a large amount of money. 
Parties were now introduced — balls, wine parties, card 
parties, in short, any species of social amusement. The 
The lottery scheme was a failure. He refused to touch it ; 
but he was fond of wine, and partial to the game of 
«* bragg/' which he played sufficiently well to lose. Yet he 
played on without suspicion, never acknowledging himself 
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to be inferior to the bragg players with whom he contended. 
The party met several times with alternate winnings and 
losses on the part of the officer. • 

At this juncture of the business, there happened along 
one of his acquaintances, upon official business, which, he 
stated, was very urgent, and required the immediajte atten- 
tion of the officer. The business was transacted, and the 
acquaintance only awaited the arrival of a steamer to bear 
him away from his friend. During this interval he was in- 
vited to take a hand at the now favorite game of ** bragg,* 
which he declined doing, stating as his reason for declining, 
that he might n^iss the steamer. Immediately one of the 
party assured him that his servant should watch for the 
boat. He then consented to play. The game began with 
stnall betting. The cards run in small hands. The stranger 
lost several ten dollar " braggs," the officer winning, and, 
at the same time, tantalizing him in a genteel way, saying, 
" he could not play * bragg ;* was it his favorite game V* 
and other remarks of a similar kind. The servant now 
gave the intelligence of a boat approaching. The stranger 
settled the game, being about five hundred dollars minus. 
As he was about to depart, the office-holder invited him to 
take a glass with him before parting, which he did. They 
shook hands, and he departed for the boat. But, to his ap' 
pdLrent astonishment the boat had passed. He immediately 
returned to the room, where he found the party still at the 
card-table. He was welcomed by the winner, who assured 
him he did not wish him ill luck, but that his company was 
so agreeable he hoped he would not get off for a week. To 
which his acquaintance replied, (true assertion,) "I will 
make you pay dear for it." 

The party now began to play high, the cards running 
Jew. A bet of fifty dollars was made by the office-holder 
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and his visitor, which would win the first fifty dollar bet. 
It was proposed by the other players that each man put up 
an additional hundred, and that the winner of the first fifty 
dollars should take the whole. 

This proposition was accepted, and the cards dealt. The 
visitor sat the first man to the left of the dealer, the office- 
holder second to the left. Before raising his three cards, 
he signified he was in for the ^^ ante/' (the bet which is re- 
quired in all bragg games to be put up before the cards are 
dealt ;) the others passed, and without betting. The dealer 
asked the '* ante man" if he wanted any more cards. He 
said he wished two. They were served. The same ques- 
tion was put to the office-holder.' He took two, at the 
same time remarking,^ '' You shall not have any advantage 
of me as to numbers." The hands filled each two " bul- 
lets" and a " bragger." The visitor bet fifty dollars, which 
bet would enable him to claim the Whole amount staked by 
the party, provided he won. The officer bet him one thou- 
sand dollars better. The stranger bet him nine thousand 
better. The former would have declined, but was urged 
by his supposed friends to call. The money was staked — 
he lost: The game grew desperate. Five persons gene- 
rally play the game of brag. The office-holder had four 
against him, any of which were far his superiors. He rose 
the loser of twenty-eight thousand dollars. He became so 
drunk, that they carried him helpless to his bed. The 
visitor took boadt the same day. 

When the f8|mer was made sensible of his losses, he 
wept, and said he was a ruined and disgraced man, unless 
he could have immediate assistance ; that government had 
drawn upon him for a large amount ; and that he knew not 
where he was to receive assistance. I can tell you, said a 
•Mwity ; I have the amount at your disposal Of GOuia# 
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the offer was accepted. In a few days after this affair, an- 
other step was taken towards his ruin. He required an 
assistant as a book-keeper. A gentleman in appearance 
was introduced as a good accountant. He was employed. 
False entries were made, causing the books to balance. In 
less than one year he was a defaulter to ten times more 
than the amount of his bond. He was displaced. He ap» 
plied to those in whom he had placed so much confidence 
for assistance, that he might, in time, if possible, redeem 
his credit, and regain his standing. His friends consulted 
by themselves, and came to the conclusion that it would be 
best to prevail on him to go to Texas, where they promised 
him aid. At that time Texas was fighting for her indepen- 
dence with Mexico. They persuaded him to offer his ser- 
vices to the Texan government. He did so, expecting 
through the aid of his friends in the States to head a large 
force. The time arrived^ but he waited long in vain for the 
promised means. Time passed on ; he grew sick, and 
more sick, at the hope deferred and opportunity lost. No 
assistance, no means arrived. Becoming now absolutely 
desperate, he abandoned himself- to excessive drinking. 
Daring a fit of intoxication he joined a scouting party, and 
left for the frontier, and was taken prisoner and put to 
death by the Mexicans. The supposed friends of the un- 
fortunate man I knew well. 

The casual visit, and the pretended delay by the leaving 
of the boat, it is needless to say, had been arranged by the 
men he supposed his best friends, and the very persons who 
were on his bond as security to the government. They 
mutually did their best to keep their victim and his rela« 
tives, and his real friends, from all suspicion of their abomin- 
able villany. " Stool pigeons" is the phrase by which this 
etasa of persona is designated. It it absolutely impostlMe 
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to imagine anything more unequivocally and meanly villain- 
ous. It unites perfect hypocrisy to the worst form of rapa* 
city — ^a rapacity which, under the name and guise of friend- 
ship, buries its clutches in the bosom of his victim. Yet 
there have been those engaged in these practices who 
should be, nay, ought to be, above suspicion. I have often 
bad connection with men who were apparently above sus- 
picion of the most trivial act of dishonesty ; and yet, would 
condescend to the meanest acts of deception. If we could 
truly ascertain the causes of the bankruptcies of our coun- 
try, we should discover that they were not all chargeable to 
mutations and misfortunes in trade, nor extravagant outlay. 
I have known men in good circumstances and standing 
made bankrupts in a single night. 1 have known the same 
persons adding perjury to their weakness and crimes, swear 
they had been feloniously robbed. Others have cut out 
their own pockets after losing thetr money ; some commit- 
ted forgery, and eveq. arson, to conceal their guilty prac- 
tices. This is not an uncommon thing. The young man 
or novice who frequents gambling houses, or associates with 
gamblers, has always at his elbow (though he knows it not, 
although he may feel assured of the contrary) some " stool- 
pigeon." His only safety is a total abstinence from all 
games of chance. This is all experience teaches. And the 
man who would refuse to make this sacrifice, could never 
count my money. 

In conclusion, I would remind the reader of this sketch, 
that the unfortunate defaulter had never indulged in the 
use of cards, except for amusement, until a few weeks be- 
fore his ruin. I have seen and conversed with the friends 
and relatives of the ruined man, since his misfortunes and 
death. They told me that for some time before his last de- 
parture from home^ he had become completely fascinated 
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with certain men, believing them to be his best and truest 
friends. How deadly fatal was his error, has been already 
seen. His name is now seldom mentioned by his mourning 
and ruined family. His crime is registered in the criminal 
records of our country, a lasting reproach to his pos- 
terity. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE GAMBLER'S CABIN. 

Nbau the mouth of the Yazoo River, ia the year 1833 
Btood a small log cabin. The furniture consisted of a bed^ 
stead, a table, several rude benches, and a few common camp 
cooking utensils. It was by accident that I visited it, and 
learned the facts of the following tale of sorrow. The 
steamer Walter Scott was running at that time, as a packet 
boat between Yazoo city, (now known as Manchester) and 
New Orleans. Upon one of her upward trips, I took pas- 
sage. After she had passed several miles up the river, one* 
of her steam-pipes exploded, which event bade fair to cause 
us several days delay. The captain made known the facts 
to the passengers, stating that he must take the yawl and 
return to Vicksburg, and would be happy to carry as many 
of the passengers as his accommodation and their conven- 
ience would permit. Among those who concluded to remain 
in the steamer, were several gamblers. One of them, whose 
name was Seth Sumpter, proposed to me partnership with 
him ifi gambling during onr delay in the place, which pro- 
position I readily accepted. He told me that he had fre- 
quently remained here several days at a time ; and although 
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the place had the appearance of a wilderness, there were 
many raftsmen who were settled within a few miles, and 
they all gambled. During our conversation, we were ap- 
proaching a large cane^break, near the edge of which stood 
the cabin above referred to. The door was ajar, out of whioh 
we discovered smoke pouring in volumes. We entered, and 
found an old mattress burning, which we carried out of the 
door. On the bed-stead, in the back part of the room, as the 
smoke cleared away, we espied a human form, which upon 
examination, proved to be an old man, whose appearance 
indicated the age of sixty-five or seventy years. Hia conn* 
tenance was highly intellectual, but bore indubitable marka 
of crime and wretchedness. Our efforts to awaken him ap- 
peared hopeless, until after some two hours, when there 
were some indications of returning life. Upon opening his 
eyes, as he looked around, he apeared much surprised, but 
calmly asked whence we came and what we meant by auoh 
an intrusion. I told him that we were passengers of the 
Walter Scott ; that curiosity led us near his cabin, and as 
we approached it, discovering the smoke, we came to his 
rescue. He then fixing his eyes upon me, remarked that it 
would have been as well for me and the world too, had I 
not paid the visit to his cabin, which 1 seemed to think was 
fortunate for him ; — that the fire would soon have finished 
his probation and the world have suffered no loss. He then 
directed to my companion an inquiring look, at which the 
latter seemed uneasy, and remarked that we had better leave 
for the boat. The old man gave a significant nod, and said, 
"No!y-e-s! of course! hal ha! it suits you better! Yes, 
young man," said he, " go. along with him ; this cabin don't 
suit him." 

I perceived that there was some fearful mystery in which 
my companion seemed involved. As we turned away from 
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the old man's abode, Sutnpter remarked, " I * know that old 
villain. They call him Old Charley.^' 

" What does he do for a living V* I inquired. 

" Oh he's an old" — (here he paused) — " he is an old broken- 
down gambler, that's all. Pity we had not left him and his 
cabin burn up together, for all the good he is to himself or 
anybody else." 

Such is the gambler's estimate of his own calling, and the 
verdict he pronounced upon his own character. To the re- 
marks of my companion, I made no reply ; but perceived 
thai be was very uneasy, and that he endeavored to make 
the impression that there was no importance to be attached 
to the old man's insinuations in respect to him. We had 
barely reached the boat, when another steamer, on her 
downward passage made her appearance, which was hailed 
by Sumpter and companions. She rounded to and took 
them on board. As soon as I was rid of their company, from 
motives of curiosity, I resolved upon another visit to the 
gambler's cabin. As I approached the door, I observed the 
old man sitting upon the step, caressing a large dog. The 
latter manifesting his displeasure at my visit, his master bade 
him be quiet. 

"How do you feel, sir," said I; " have you recovered?" 

"Do you think I look any better?" he replied with a 
fiendish grin. 

"I do, certainly think yomust be much better.* 

" I could tell you," said he, "if I thought proper, a tale 
that would change your mind. But what have you done 
with that villian Sumpter ? Have you got him hidden some- 
where ? If so, you might as well bring him out. He will 
find no person here that fears him, and you cat tell him so 
for me. ' Old Charley' fears no man, least of all, him. I 
tpill prove that to him yet, ^^ I assured him that Sumpter 
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was a comparative stranger to me ; adding b^ way of in- 
formation, that he had just taken passage in the boat that 
arrived a few minutes before. This last remark seemed to 
arrest his attention. He rose immediately, entered his cabin» 
drew^ from under his bed a large rifle, putting on his powder 
horn and shot-pouch, then stepping to his pillow, he took 
from under it a large knife, some sixteen inches in length. 
Then turning to^me he said, " Now, young man, I will ac- 
company you to the steamboat, if you have no objections." 

I assured him that 1 had none. He walked on board, 
into the cabin, and thence to the deck, his keen, black eye 
narrowly scanning every spot as he passed. Disappointed 
in his search, he went ashore and sat down. Shortly after 
he had taken his seat, I approached him, and we entered 
into conversation again. 

*' You seem to feel somewhat concerned about' me," said 
he. 

" I do, for you appear to be unhappy," was my reply. 

" And you," said he, " cannot comfort me either." 

I remarked that I was very sorry ; that I would be glad 
to do so, if it were in my power ; and asked him why he 
had searched the boat so narrowly. 

•' To find Sumpter,*' he said. 

" Your conduct towards that man," I remarked, " indi- 
cates some mystery pertaining to you two, that I should like 
to have solved." 

" Well, then, if you must know," said he, surlily, " I 
went on board on purpose to give Sumpter a lead pill," 
(meaning a bullet.) 

I felt alarmed when I perceived that he was determined 
to take his life, and remarked that I should be sorry to get 
ihto trouble for such a miserable fellow 

He started, and exclaimed— 
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** Do not feel alarmed, youDg man, it would not uonhh 
me in the least. I have passed the rubicon, and am yet 
unscathed." 

There was something in his manner that indicated in the 
man unusual talent, and every development of it served only 
to increase my curiosity to hear his history, especially that 
portion of it which seemed some way mysteriously con- 
nected with Sumpter. In the course of a protracted con- 
versation that ensued, I elicited the following particulars : 

He had been a resident of the South about six years ; 
was a native of Virginia ; lost his wife there, who left him 
with a son, his only child ; the father, being a man of 
wealth, indulged freely in dissipation and gambling ; the 
son unfortunately copying his example, they together soon 
squandered a large estate. Discovering their approaching 
destiny, and feeling the necessity of some provision for 
future wants, they- gathered up their little remnant of pro- 
perty, which consisted of fifteen negroes, and left for the 
wild lands of Mississippi, where they, on a pre-emption 
claim, built the cabin which was still the home of the old 
man. Soon after their arrival, they floated to the New 
Orleans market a large timber raft, and sold it advantage- 
ously, making a large profit. They then returned to their 
wild home, where they had left ten slaves in the care of an 
overseer, and found that during their absence all had de- 
camped. The old man and his son immediately hastened 
to Vicksburg for assistance, carrying the remaining five 
slaves with them. They had no sooner arrived at that 
place, and made known their misfortune, than Sumpter 
offered the aid of his services in recovering the - lost pro- 
perty. Some of his acquaintances did the same, and in a 
few hours a party was enlisted and equipped for the x)ur- 
suit. As they were on the point of starting, it was discov* 
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uM that the old man had become unable to travel, in ^n* 
sequence of sudden illness. It was thought best to leave 
him in the care of the remaining five servants and pursue 
the fugitives, with the son alone to lead them. The party 
started for the upper part of Arkansas, where they were 
successful not only in capturing the renegade overseer, but 
also in getting, on condition of releasing him, a large com- 
pensation for the lost negroes. The party then took the 
first downward boat for Vicksburg. The boat, like all 
others at that time in the South, was crowded with dissi- 
pated passengers. The young man, highly elated at his 
success, joined the common revelry. Cards were proposed 
by Sumpter. Some of the party, with the young man, 
seated themselves at the table, where, in a few hours he lost 
not only the money that he had received for the ten slaves, 
but the proceeds also of the raft, which was several hun- 
dred more. When they arrived at Vicksburg, they found 
the father very low. The young man, infatuated as ever 
with the spirit of gambling, was led again by his professed 
friends to the gaming-table, where he soon lost his remain- 
ing five slaves. It was some months before the father re- 
covered. During his illness, one of the party was arrested 
in Vicksburg, carried to New Orleans, tried, and hung for 
murder, While under sentence he stated that Sumpter, 
himself, and others, were cognizant of the loss of the 
slaves ; that the money paid to the young man was coun- 
terfeit; that they were determined upon securing it, or 
throwing him, money and all, overboard. As soon as the 
improved health of the father permitted, he, with his son, 
returned to the hut they called their home. Two years 
had passed away. The son became sick and died. The father 
ever after lived a solitary life in the pre-emption cabin. Just 
at tbe time of my visit to him^ he had otirae il> the dieter* 
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miiisti<m to put an end to his weary life, and for that pur- 
pose bad taken opium — as he supposed, a sufficient quantity 
to accomplish his design. He then placed a larger amount 
of the same in an old mattress, and set fire to it. Closing 
the door, he lay down, never expecting to rise, as probably 
he never would had we not accidentally^ as above narrated, 
visited his cabin. The door had probably been forced open 
by the dog that the master, I suppose, had shut out. After 
the gambler had been revived in the manner I have de- 
scribed, chance brought Sumpter once more before him ; 
and the old man, looking again upon the author of his mis* 
fortunes, felt burning within him such vengeance as the 
ruined gambler only knows. This constrained him to defer 
the purpose of self-destruction, until he should, by his own 
hand, inflict summary punishment on the head of his hated 
foe. Two years elapsed when, as a boat was passing by 
one night, the hut was discovered to be on fire ; and upon 
a visit by some of the raftsmen the next day, the bones of 
the old man, the iron of his rifle and cooking utensils, which 
they found, left it beyond a doubt that the unfortunate man 
had perished in the flames of his cabin. Such was. the 
gambler's life and the gambler's end. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE GAME OF THIMBLES. 

9r. B«Ba«tt tht King Thimbla player— The yoang mfta with two •ueh pitrelBf wftr^ 
B«st two in throe. 

Who has not heard of the game of Thimbles ? For the 
edification of those who have been so fortunate as never to 
have seen it, we will briefly describe it. 

The sporting gentleman produces three common sewing 
thimbles and a small ball, and placing them on his knee or 
some smooth surface, commences operations by rolling the 
little ball by his third finger under each of the thimbles, 
which are in a row, lifting first one and then another, as the 
ball approaches it, with his thumb and forefinger, and play* 
ing it along from one to the other. When all is ripe he 
suffers the ball to stop, half disclosing, half concealing its 
resting place. Hands are then lifted, and the easy dupes 
make their bets as to the identical thimble under which the 
ball may be found. The strength of the game lies in the 
legerdemain by which the gamester removes the ball and 
places it under any thimble he may choose, after the bet is 
made. 

Thousands of dollars have been lost at this game. Some 
y^ars ago, I took a trip upon one of the fine Southern steam- 
bopu up Red River to the foot of the Raft As utqal then 
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WM a large number of passengers on board, among them 
the celebrated Dr. Bennett the inventor of the game of 
** Thimbles !'' The Dr. frequently amused the passengers 
with several games, particularly one called ** Calculation," 
which seemed to be his favorite, and brought him quite a 
revenue during the trip. The Doctor himself was quite a 
subject of curiosity and study to us, having heard so much 
of his unrivalled shrewdness as a '* sportsman,** and the vast 
amount accumulated by him by the little game of Thimbles. 
Jndeed, it was said that he was the moving cause of several 
penal statutes, in regard to gaming on Thimbles, having 
been enacted in the states of Greorgia, Alabama, Mississippi 
and Tennessee. 

One evening after supper it was insisted by some of the 
passengers that the Doctor should exhibit the game of 
Thimbles, which with his usual modesty he declined to do, 
protesting among other things that he had no thimbles. This 
4^culty was easily remedied, a messenger was dispatched 
to the ladies' cabin, and soon returned with the required 
number. The Doctor made him a little ball of paper and 
commenced his performance. At first he was quite un- 
lucky — ^but he paid up punctually, and consoled himself with 
a favorite expression of his, that " sometimes I am very se- 
vere, then again not quite so sly.*' 

. Among the lookers on was a young gentleman from the 
good 'Old state of Connecticut, on his first visit *' South*' 
He was on his way to the head of navigation with a pretty 
little stock of groceries, by way of trying his fortune in the 
great West. He soon manifested much interest in the 
game, declaring he knew the thimble under which the ball 
might be found. The Doctor gave him a knowing wink 
and told him in a whisper not to tell. But so often did our 
&iend *' guess" right» that he laid aside all scruplefi of coo* 
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science, and desired to be permiUed to bet a few dollara. 
To this preposition the Doctor at first objected, declaring 
** he did not like the young man's eye, it was too keen," 
that he saw the ball, &c. This seemed to please the Con- 
necticut yankee very much^ and made him more anxious to 
bet. 

After much parley and a good deal of reluctance on the 
part of the Doctor, it was at last agreed that Connecticut 
might bet a few doUars, **jwit a few^^ if he would allow 
the Doctor a little chance against tnjoo ^vk^ ^pi/erti/ng tya as 
he had, by betting two to one. This being at length settled 
our young friend put up 'his twenty dollars against the 
Doctor's ten. Hands otf and all being ready, he lifted the 
thimble' and sure enctfgh there was the balL The Doctor 
gave up the money and all enjoyed a heiurty laugh at his 
expense. This was the largest bet that had been made that 
evening. The Doctor observed, ** sometimes he was not 
so'sly." The ball and thimbles were again put in motion — 
again all .being ready our lucky friend proposed to bet — ^but 
the Doctor declared he must have some chance against such 
great odds as *< yankee eyes," and insisted on three to one, 
or thirty dollars to ten being made. This was also accepted : 
again the thimble was raised, and sure enough there was 
the ball. Our friend again pocketed another ten, and again 
the << social hall" rang with laughter, at the Doctor's 
expense. 

The thimibfes were again arranged ; this time we observed 
the game closely, as' we thought from his repeated losses the 
Doctor was hardly entitled to that great reputation for cun- 
ning and sagacity which had ever been attributed to him. 
Now, in the moving of the little paper ball, we thought we 
discovered the source of the Doctor's misfortunes, for be- 
coming a little unrolled, a portion of the pape^of which it 
5 
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was made, stuck out from under one of the thimbles. This 
our Connecticut friend plainly saw, and we presumed the 
Doctor, through old age, (now about 70) had his sight so 
impaired as not to be able to see it, and could not, therefore, 
play his game with his accustomed adroitness. But the tale 
was soon told. Our '^ Yankee friend" proposed to double 
the bet, " having the thing so dead." The Doctor impa- 
tient of repeated losses, told him to make it hundreds instead 
of tens. This was done, and our friend bet three hundred 
dollars against one hundred dollars, (just here I thought it a 
shame to take advantage even of a professional gambler's 
blindness, for the location of the ball was evident.) 

The money up, ** Connecticut" was all impatient to realize 
his expectations, and in great eagerness he again raises the 
thimble— -and sure enough, it was not there! He had 
reached the climax of the Doctor's expectations in regard to 
his ready cash and willingness to bet, and he could not win. 
Wq have seen many pictures of disappointment, but the ap- 
pearance of that young man's countenance we can never 
forget. The laugh was now uproarious.' As much as yon 
have pitied the poor dupe the laugh was irresistible — but 
the poor fejlow, ** like the boy the calf run over, saw nothing 
to laugh at." He was a statue of amazed misery. The 
Doctor coolly pocketed his cash, while our friend stammered 
out his astonishment with the deciwationthat all was not 
right, that he had never bet before, aniTnad surely been 
taken in. 

" Never mind," says the Doctor, " what's a few hundred 
dollars to a young man with your eyes ? The ladies all 
admire them — I heard them speak of them to-day — and you 
won twice out of three times — that's the best two in three 
any how." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE PREACHER AND THE GAMBLER. 

A TRXm SCBNB ON BOA&D A SOUTH-WSSTERN 8TEAMBK. 

Persons of these two antagonistic portions of society are 
frequently thrown into intimate fellowship and association 
with each other, especially travelling on the steamers of the 
southern and western waters. 

Some years since, a number of gamblers, with two or 
three clergymen, happened to be among the passengers on 
board of a steam-boat bound from Cincinnati to New 
Orleans. The company on board was numerous ; but as 
something uncommon and extraordinary, from whatever 
cause, extra morality or otherwise, there was little or no 
gambling practiced by the passengers on the trip down- 
ward. 

Several days had passed in this way« when a gambler — a 
wild, reckless, dare-devil sort of a character, began to grow 
impatient of the tedium of the voyage, and anxious for a 
chance of making his passage money by victimizing some 
of the " green ones" in the crowd. Going up to one of the 
clergymen alluded to, (whom he was not aware was of that 
profession,) a smooth-faced, good-looking, affable, young 
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man, he slapped him on the back, and somewhat famiharly 
accosted him — 

*' Say, stranger, dull music 'board, I reckon! Come, take 
a drink, and let's have a little life 'mongst us." 

"Thank you, my friend, I'm a teetotaler, and never 
drink." 

« Oho ! you ar0, eh ? Let's have a hand at cards, then." 

« There, I'm again at fault. I don't know one card from 
another, and can't play." 

« Scissors ! I never seen the like ! Here, young man, let 
me show you how." 

*« I'd rather not, sir, if you please." 

" Brimstone blazes ! can't we get up some little bit of 
deviltry or 'nother ? I'm sick on't pokin' round in this 'ere 
way. Wonder if we can't get some old hoss to give us a 
preach ? That coon over there with a white 'neckerchief, 
looks like one o' them gospel-shop men. Suppose you ask 
him to give us a* sermon? I'd like to hear one, by 
jingo !" 

" That gentleman, sir, I presume to be a preacher, and 
its quite likely he'll accommodate you." 

"'You know him, don't you ? Just get him to give us a 
snorting sarmint." 

" I will ask him," replied the clergyman. He crossed 
over to his friend of the white cravat, and stated the wish 
of the gambler. Returning, however, he tei^arked '* that 
the preacher declined preaching till a more convenient sea- . 
son." 

"The deuce, he does. Well, I'm bound to have fun 
somehow or 'nother. Can't you spout a bit, my young 
sapling? 'Spose you try it on any how." 

"My friend, if I should preach, I should try to give you 
some uneasiness !" 
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" Then you are just the man for me. Git up hereffnd 
gin us a sprinkling of hrimstpne ; stir up these old ironsides 
on board — give 'em an extra lick, and come the camp-meet- 
ing touch ; will ye ? Here's an old chap here, who's got a 
hymn-book, and I can sing first-rate when I get agoing, if 
the lines are given out ; and mind ye, neighbor, give us a 
jam-up prayer ; and blow and strike out as loud as ye can, 
and make 'em think that a pack of well-^own prairie 
wolves are coming, with a smart handful of thunder and 
lightnin', and a few shovelsful of a young airthquake. ^y 
the gracious Moses, we'll have a trifle of sport then — ^won't 
we ?" 

The gambler then helped the preacher to arrange for the 
sermon ; borrowed the hymn-book„ and sat down with an 
expression of mock seriousness in his countenance. 

By this time a crowd had gathered round to witness the 
proceedings, wondering what would be the upshot of the 
business. The' preacher smoothed his face, selected a 
hymn, and then lifted up his hands and eyes in the attitude 
of prayer. Waxing warmer and warmer as he proceeded^ 
he appealed to God in the most spirit-stirring and solemn 
manner, He alluded to the gambler in a very pointed man- 
ner, tmd prayed for his salvation from the ruin to which he 
was so recklessly tending. Such was the force of his ap- 
peal, that a burning arrow seemed speedily sent to the gam- 
bler's soul. The prayer was followed by an excellent ser- 
mon by the young clergyman, who afterwards said that he 
never felt more impressed, in his life with the awful respon- 
sibility of his mission, or felt a fuller inspiration from on 
high to proclaim the wrath to come to dying and hell- 
deserving sinners. 

The gambler « squirmed" under the gospel truth; yet 
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tinSisy as he was, he contrived to sit the sermon out, but he 
couldn't wait to participate in singing the closing hymn. 

Shortly after all was over, and going up to the clergy- 
man, he said, 

«* 1 say, friend, you are a preacher, aint you ?" 

*< Yes, my friend, I have the honor to be an unworthy 
ambassador of Christ, and hope to be made the means of 
converting many souls to God/' 

« Well, I thought as much. But, I tell you, I never had 
the sand so knocked from under me before in my life. If 
you preach in that way, there wont be many of us gamblers 
left on this boat, I tell you. But I suppose it's ail right ; 
my good mother used to pray, and I couldn't help thinking 
of her when you cut me all up in little pieces, and put my 
singing pipes out of tune. I'd ha'^I^T^ fifty dollars to have 
that 'ere saddle put on another horse." 

I suppose it is i^eedless to say that the gambler required 
no further preaching on that passage* His own conduct, 
and that of his confederates, was such 119. to be a matter of 
no little animadversion on the part of the clergymen and 
passengers, while they pursued their voyage. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE MAN OP THE MOUNTAINS; 

OR, HTFOOHONDRIAS CURED. 

This dreaded disease, which has caused so many prema- 
ture deaths in our land, and which has put so many of oni 
professional men at defiance, has, at last, in one case, if not 
more, been conquered i>y the most simple remedy imagin- 
able. Such has been the cure in the person of a huge 
mountaineer in the north part of Alabama, who had for 
years been subject to this affection of the nerves. 

This man had visited Huntsville twice or three times 
each year for several years, and as often had been fleeced by 
the gamblers out of his hard earnings, which never failed to 
close the victim's visit with a drunken spree. 

He was a man about six feet two inches in height, raw- 
boned, weighing about one hundred and ninety pounds, and 
apparently about thirty-five years of age, and, to say the 
least, in size and appearance almost a monster. Several 
days had this powerful man of the mountains been loitering 
about the town, a laughing-stock for some, a subject of pity 
and compassion for others. At times he fancied he was a 
burning mountain, and insisted that a fall of water from a 
town-pump, the stream of which was very large, was the 
the falls of Niagara ; and for hours eacli day, he could be 
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fonflr near the pump, soliciting the visitors to pomp witter 
upon the burning mountain. The singular notion that he 
was a volcano, it was presumed, was caused by having 
drunk too much liquor, which may have occasioned symp- 
toms of delirium, if not the delirium itself. But every dis- 
ease has its time for its onset and departure as well as its 
ravages, though it may be at the expense of the life of the 
victim. It was in the parching month of August, while 
the writer was dealing out a dose of Seidlitz powers from 
the two papers of blue and white, that " the Man of the 
Mountains" drew near» and with much anxiety watched 
how the sparkling mineral boiled, and how soon, when 
blended, it was drunk appearently with a cooling satisfac- 
tion to the drinker. From all appearances, as indicated 
both by word and action, he was impressed with the belief 
that such a beverage would have the much-desired effect of 
cooling his burning mountain, or at least assist in " damp* 
ening it down." Approaching the drinker, he very ear- 
nestly made inquiry about the " stuff" he had just drank. 

** It was a Seidlitz powder/' the drinker replied. 

^^ What do you take them for, should I be so bold as to 
9Jsk you the question ?" 

^^ I take them, sir, as medicine. I take them, in short, to 
oool my stomach." 

<< Indeed !" said he. <^ Well, I declare, I should like to 
take something that would cool my stomach — ^that I would. 
I, sir, am a burning mountain; nothing can cool my 
stomach." 

Here the drinker discovered that the speaker was a vic- 
tim to hypochondrias, if not something worse. 

With every evidence of candor and of a fully determined 
and positive belief, he affirmed that he was then burning 
up, and begged the owner of the Seidlitz to administer him 
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a dose, imploring him, if he had any compassion on a fellow 
mortal, to nmke it manifest by thus contributing to his 
relief. 

*' Certainly you shall have a dose/' replied the owner ; 
*« help yourself." 

Whereupon the subject stepped to the table, and took the 
box into his hand, carefully surveying it, and then casting 
his eyes to the owner, he remarked as follows— 

" I say, Mister ! how shall I fix tbem so that they will do 
the most execution in the shortest time." 

At this juncture the owner felt somewhat amused at the 
Ignorance of his patient ; and the thoi^ht struck him that 
he might have some sport. He,' therefore, replied, 

*' There are different ways, 8ir,*of taking them ; but I 
think it would be about as Well that you should take two 
blue papers and empty them into one glass, two white 
papers in the other glass, then dissolve each with about 
one-fourth of a tumblerful of water. You then will drink 
the one, and follow inunediately after with the other." 

To which the ** Man of the Mountains" replied — 

*' Bless my conscience ! how simple when you once un- 
derstand the thing. Oh,* yes, I can do it myself. It's all 
as plain as day." ^ ^ 

Having done as instructed, all was ready, he drank the 
one and then the other. But here the burning mountain 
apparently became a roaring whirlpool, or rather a water- 
spout ; for, as soon as the powders came in contact, they 
caused a very power^l effervescence in the patient's 
stomach, in consequence of which the froth flew at once 
several feet from the mouth of the drinker ; and such was 
the force of tHe re-action, that for a few minutes it appeared 
that there was some danger of his jerking his bullet-like 
head from the brawny shoulders which gave it support; and 
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no sooner had the nose and mouth ceased " putting forth," 
than the man was taken with a most marvelous sneez- 
ing. 

He sneezed almost without intermission nearly ten 
minutes; and when permitted to catch his breath, he 
would remark, *< Smartest dose of physic I ever took," the 
prescriber comforting him at the same time by telling him 
that his stomach must have been in an awful state. 

As soon, howeyer, ' as the subject regained his erect 
position^ and gathered his hat, which, with the violence 
of the first twitch,* had been thrown some twenty feet 
from his head, he made straight for the door, neither look- 
ing to the right nor left, but bent his way to the stable, 
where he mounted his horse, and putting spurs to him, 
made a rapid departure, without bidding farewell, or even 
thanking the polite gentleman who gave him the cooling 
powders ; and nothing save an occasional sneeze gave the 
most distant suspicion that the medicine had ever taken 
effect. But many a time has he visited that same village 
since the ^^ smart medicine" was given him, and he now is 
as ready to acknowledge its efficacy as he is that he was 
then a hypochondrical victim to intemperance and gam- 
bling. 
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THE PA^tHlcOAT; 

»*• 
THE gentleman's GAME, 'OR; DIAMOND CT7T DIAMOND. 

« 

" Sure they are statesmen, met for pnbU e good. 
For some among them boast of generovs blood." 

The game of *' loo" is a favorite one among the persons 
employed in the management of iron forges in Pennsylvania; 
There, too, as in other places, are found men of whom bet- 
ter things should be expected, entering into plans by which 
the imsuspecting may be fleeced. At one of the most ex- 
tensive forges near Pittsburg, the proprietor was one of the 
first to << shave" any stranger that might be so unluoky as to 
fall in his way. Among the principal victims, was the sub- 
ject of this article, known by the sobriquet of " Patch-coat.'* 
This name he took from the fact that large patches of differ- 
ent colors, covered the principal part of his coat, or, what 
had been a coat. ** Patbh-coat" was the order of the dayi 
and " Patch-coat," at the loo-table, was the victim at night. 
Several months had the party fed themselves at the expense 
of " Patch-coat." " Patch-coat *^ was such an one as would 
naturally make a man sicspicion him for << knowing a thing 
or two, providing he could think of it." But the time had 
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SOW come for some eridence of his sagacity to ptit forth* 
/ mt. M e ■ ' , the owner of the forge, and some others of 
the same stamp, had learned that " Patch-coat " was in 
fSnds ; and accordingly, that night Mr. Mc ■■ ■ declared to 
him he would have a ginUemardy game of loo at the par- 
lor of Mr. O'Donoho. *' Patch-coat" gave his consent to 
make one of the party. At the hour appointed, the party 
met — ^five in number. ^^ Patch-coat" had several hundred 
dollars; and the gentlemen knew it. The game com- 
menced at one and five ; and soon a large amount was on 
the board. *< Patch-coat" had stood his hand for several 
''deals," by which means he subjected Mr. M o ■ and his 

party Jto a severe loss.- Mc was much excited, and 

offered to bet two hundred dollars that he would *' loo the 
board." <* Patch-coat" signified as though his antagonist 
had bitter not banter too much ; for, if he did, there was 
no knowing what might occur. Mc— still boasted upon 
the honor of an Irish gintleman, that he could bate any 
man that wore patches on his coat, that would play his 
game ; and that was the gintlemanly game, trusting to the 
cards 'for the first three tricks. About this time <* Patch- 
coat" noticed the honest Mr. Mc drop three cards, and 

before the deal, proffered to <^bate any gintleman pris- 
ent, if dvhs were trumps, and that he would ' loo the 
board/ " ^V. 

'< Patch-coat" gave him a significant ]o6kj afi much as to 
say, " Don't 'push the banter at me too hfrd^" at the same 
time casting a wishful look #t the money .on the table, 

which had increased to several hundred- dollars. He re- 

• •• 

marked, 

"Mr. Mc f I will try you a -three hundred dollar 

bet, that you don't win the first loo, if clubs cornea 
tramps." 
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"Down with your dust," said Mc 9 *♦ before the 

dealer tums trump." • *•», 

" Fatch-coat" drew from his pocket the money, and placed 

it on the table — Mr. M c followed. In the meantime,^ 

If 

" Patch-coat" gently raised the three cards from Mr. 

Mo 's lap, and placed the three given him by the dealer 

thereon. This was done without the. least suspicion of foul 

play from Mc , or the O'Donoho party. The trump was * 

turned, and showed itself a club. Here the eyes of Mo 
brightened, as well as those of *' Patch-coat." 

" It's meself that stands," said Mr. Mc , striking his 

hand upon the table, and, at the same time, cautiously tak- 
ing from his lap the three cards. 

"I stand, too," said " Patch-coat." 

" You're a brave lad, * Patch-coat/ " was the quick re- 
sponse of Mr. Mc , laughing at the same time at what 

he supposed would be the result. • 

*' It is your first draw, Mr. Mo ," said the dealer. 

" How many will you take ?" 

" And sure it's meself that will stand, on the faith of the 
trump, that I am bountifully supplied."'* 

"I will stand, too," said "Patch-coat" "I think this^ 
hand will answer my purpose this time. So, Mr. Mc , 
give us a lead." 

** Thin play to that, my lad," said Mr. Mo— 7—, ,at the 
same time thf owing from his hand a card, which fell face 
upwards, and proved to be a diamond. There the scene 
changed. The astounded Mc— — *s eyes , opened, as it 
were, to the magnitude of saucers, as " Patch-coat" played 
the ace, king and queen of clubs, and gracefully pulled 
down the stakes. 

Mr. Mc sprung quick to his feet, and as soon as he 

could give utterance, said, " Gintlemen ! I'll gmt ! There** 
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chating about the boord. I sat down here to play a gintl< 
Euan's game." 

" Patch-coat*' gathered the cash, and left B£r. M< 
* and the trio, to settle their losses. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

DEAD OPEN AND SHUT; f 

OK, THE WAY THET PLAT IN ARKANSAS. 

There are few, who travelled much on the Mississippi at 
an^early day, but have heard with dread the name of Ge- 
neral William Montgomery ; and but knew of the landing 
called " Montgomery's Point," which for its location and 
peculiar advantages, was hard to be excelled. Montgomery 
himself, was a shrewd, quick-witted, low-bred fellow, wlTo, 
in roguish exploits, was seldom, if ever, equalled. He was 
the terror of the South, to all who knew him, and as a 
sportsman, gambler, &c., was as notorious as the celebrated 
Captain Kidd for piracy. The general was said to have 
many redeeming qualities in his gaming transactions, which 
might be classed as follows : 

First; If he found a man, naked, he clothed him ; if he 
was hungry, he fed him, 

Second; If he was thirsty and poor, he gave him to 
drink, and advised him to leave for some more salubrious 
clime. 

And last, though not least, if he was thirsty and richf he 
made him drunk and then robbed him* 
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His notorious life was the occasion of all gamblers yield- 
ing to his nefarious designs, who chanced to fall in with 
him; and whatever the general said must of course be 
right, as none dared to gainsay him. It was about the 
time when his notoriety was at its height, that a French 
gentleman, accompanied by a huge Yankee servant, arrived 
at the " Point," on their way to the head waters of the Ar- 
kansas river, and as there was no other hotel in the place, 
put up with the general. Application being made to him 
for conveyances, he advised them to defer their journey 
some few days, as he thought the prospect of high-water 
,wa^ in their favor. This proposition was by no means a 
welcome one to Jonathan, who had heard more than once 
of the desperate character of their host, and he declared he 
would rather walk, and make a pack-horse of himself, than 
remain. The Frenchman aasured him likewise, that.^ 
business was very urgent, that he must go on foot even, if 
there was no other conveyan'ce. The general was not 
pleased with the determined obstinacy of the two, but could 
not well hit upon a plan whereby to detain them, with their 
own consent, so he finally agreed to take them through (m 
horseback as far as Fort Smith. The horses were accord- 
ingly equipped, and the general, with his negro servant, the 
Frenchman and the Yankee, at length set out, making quite 
a respectable looking caravan for the Arkansas wildernesa 
Ere they mounted, however, the general began running 
his " soft-sawder" on the Yankee, about the many advan- 
tages he possessed over multitudes of the Southern people, 
which were no other, than that, beiifg sufficient in strength 
to answer as his own packhorse, though he might have 
bushels of wooden nutmegs and h5rn gun-flints, to pack 
throughout the State, he could always accommodate 
self. 
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The Yankee felt somewhat chagrined at the general's in- 
sinuation, for fear that the Frenchman might consider him a 
man of that character. After their leaving, the general 
still caused Jonathan no small uneasiness, by his continued 
attacks upon his nativity, &c. The Frenchman soon dis* 
covered the annoyance the general was giving the Yankee, 
and remarked that [he was too hard, in accusing his honest 
friend of having to do with anything of so base a character. 
At this the general laughed, and told him his acousations 
were no ways erroneous. 

The Yankee ground his teeth and remarked : " It's tamal 
well for you, that I aint at hum, for if I was, I'd give it to 
ye, dam quick, tew." 

'* Don't you see," said the general turning to the French- 
man, with an insinuating glance, " Monsieur believes it too 
true to be a joke." At this the Frenchman assured the six- 
foot down-easter, that he, the general, only jested. 

*' You are as much mistaken/' replied the general, *< as if 
you had burnt your finger. I never accuse a man, but what 
I am willing to back my accusation with my money ; and 1 
will bet you one hundred dollars that if you search the 
Yankee's saddle-bags, you will find, at least one hundred 
horn gun-flints, and as many wooden nutmegs." 

** I bette you &ve hundred dollars," said the Frenchman, 
*' that my friend carry no wooden nutmeg, nor no gun-flint 
in his von lee tie seddle-bag." 

« I take all such bets," replied the general, turning to 
Cufly — who was showing his ivory, and placing the above 
named sum in his hand. This was immediately covered by 
the Frenchman, while the Yankee dismounted, and prepared 
to settle the matter by unloading his saddle-bags. 

For some moments all gathered around in breathless 
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silence, when the Yankee, to his great astonishment, drew 
forth the above-named articles. 

" Well, you see I have won,'* continued the general, 
while Cufly roarded and capered about with delight, show- 
ing the whole breadth of his whites — ^his eyes opening to 
an extraordinary magnitude, and his nose flattened like a 
viper— crying-^ 

« You didn't catch de gineral disar' time, gosh a-mighty ! 
wid dem ar' horn gun-flint&" 

" What have you to do with it, you tarnal black nigger 
you ?" cried Jonathan, turning to him with a furious look. 

« Why, you see I is de gineral's aid-de-camp, in holding 
de stakes, in dis ar* special game ; at the same time he 
handed them over to his master with a chuckling laugh 

The losing party saw the deception of the trick, and ap* 
peaxed doubly anxious to facilitate their journey. The ge- 
neral was none the less merry for having won their money, 
and occasionally laughed over it, saying he had merely made 
his expenses, whereas he had thought to have made some 
several thousand dollars. 

The Frenchman sighed, and said he thought it << von vaire 
expensive countree.'' 

The general, however, assured him that he should have a 
chance to win back his money, so soon as he should feel 
disposed, by any other game he or his down'-east friend 
should think proper to select. Monsieur said he only knew 
one, which was the French game of Vingt-un, or tioenty- 
one. 

The general replied that was one of his strongest games, 
and that so soon as they could make themselves comfortably 
situated as to their lodgings, they would have a friendly 
touch of it. 

Arriving at a hotel where they intended to pass the night« 
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the Frenchman and his companion having determined not 
to proceed any farther with the general, made their inten- 
tions known to him — stating as a reason that the friend 
whom they sought was on a tour to the South, and that on 
the first opportunity they should embark on a boat for 
Natchez. 

The general said he thought they would have a very 
pleasant trip, and that he would dispatch his servant home 
with his horses, and accompany them. This was certainly 
anything but agreeable, but as there was no help for it, our 
travelling friends thought proper to assent. 

The water at this time being low, it was proposed by the 
general, that a small fiat-boat should be procured, which 
would be very advantageous, as he and the Frenchman 
could play at their favorite game of twenty-one, while the 
down-easter and the landlord, whom the general persuaded 
to go along, should manage the boat. 

This, -accordingly, being acceded to, the boat was soon 
on its passage to the mouth of the river. Scarcely had 
they left the shore, ere the general, eager for the game, 
gave the Frenchman a hint, and they were soon in full 
blast, the Frenchman taking the deal, the general betting 
high and losing. Night setting in, they concluded to lay 
to, and dispense with the game until morning. 

The next day, while lying at the shore, they resumed 
their play, the general still losing the most important bets, 
At last he proposed to change the deal. Monsieur assured 
him he could only play his game one way, and that was to 
deal. Again they played on for a time, when the general 
appearing to get out of patience, insisted the game should 
be changed, as he was over a thousand dollars the loser. 
Monsieur said that he thought it an unfair request, aa he 
had frequently said he knew no other game. 
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The general still pressed his suit, and said he was willing 
to leave it to their host whether or no it was not right that 
he should give him a chance to win back his money. The 
host being a staunch friend of the general, of course decided 
in his favor. 

By this time all was ready for their morning departure, 
and monsieur, thinking he might come out second best, was 
anxious to leave ; but the general declared that his game 
mtist be played without any further delay. ^ 

"My game," replied the general, **is 'dead open and 
shut: " 

** Vot you say, general ? Me no imderstand you, sare. 
Is it von dead open and shut vith von card ? Eh ?" 

« Open and shut with everything else but cards," said the 
general, with a coarse laugh. " I will give you an exam- 
ple." He then placed himself in an attitude to explain his 
game, which was done, by placing his hands behind him, 
and requiring the Frenchman to say whether they were 
open or shut. 

Monsieur, hardly knowing what to make of it, said, 
" Open." 

'' How much will you bet ?" asked the general. 

" Suppose me bettc you von leetle hundred doUare." 

" Done," said the general, at the same time showing the 
astoniphed Frenchman his closed hands. 

" I am very sorry to inform you that you have lost," and 
a smile of peculiar meaning played around his mouth. 

<<AhI sacre! me shall never no understand von such 
game, generale !" 

** Must understand it, by Jupiter !" thundered the gene- 
ral, once more placing his hand behind him. 

The Frenchman guessed again, and lost, of course. This 
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was repbated several times, until monsieur declared he 
could no longer play. 

*' Produce a substitue, then !" cried the general ; " by 
thunder ! this must be played !" 

Monsieur then referred him to his worthy friend, the 
Yankee, who, being called upon, proposed that he should 
be, alternatefy, entitled to the privilege of secreting his 
hands. But the general soon gave him to understand that 
this game could only be played one way — at the same time 
telling the landlord he might as well station himself on 
shore with his rifle, as he intended there should be very 
little equivocation in his gaming transactions. 

The Yankee finding that he was determined not to give 
him a fair chance, proposed that the other should bet two 
to his one. The general laughed at his simple proposition, 
and readily consented, provided the Yankee would agree to 
allow him to name the amount, which was also con- 
ceded. 

To a Northern traveller this scene would have been 
highly interesting. About thirty yards from the boat, 
perched upon a stimip, with a long rifle in his hands, was 
their worthy host, ready to obey the slightest command of 
.. the general. At the stern of the boat stood monsieur, with 
a pale cheek, and feelings that can better be imagined than 
described, as he thought of the termination of a game, 
which would in all probability end by leaving him and his 
heirs several thousand dollars minus. A Uttle distance in 
front of him stood the general and the Yankee— 'the former 
cool and collected, the latter exhibiting much uneasiness, 
which was particularly perceptible in his bloodless, quiver- 
ing lips ; and he seemed half inclined to ** back out." A 
few oaths, however, from his dreaded antagonist, finally 
nerved him to the '* sticking point," which was made mani* 
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fest by his saying, '* I guess I am just about as ready as I 
ever will be, general ; so, how much do you think I ought 
to bet ? Don't be gittin it tew high, now, 'cause you see, 
gineral, you'll have to bet me the tew to one." 

" O, that matters not, my dear fellow," said the other, 
<< we Arkansas generals only play for amusement ; and so, 
merely to make the game interesting, my larkey, I will try 
you with two thousand dollars." 

<< Wal, gineral, seein' it's yon, and only for amusement, 
tew, jest lay down them are four thousand of youm, and 
and I'll try and raise the half on't." 

Tlfe general accordingly laid down his four thousand on 
the boat, while the Yankee placed his two thousand in 
companionship. 

" Now, mister general," said Jonathan, " jest hide them 
are hands of your, and speak it all right out, plain, so I 
shan't make no mistake." 

The general cast his eyes towards the landlord, winked, 
placed his hands behind him, and then in a low, distinct 
voice, said, " open or shut ?" 

The Yankee looked at him steadily for. some moments 
without moving a muscle of his face, as though, by some 
intuition, he was about to define the certain position of his 
hands, when, with a motion quick as lightning, he. drove his 
brawny fist full between the eyes of the other, which had 
no sooner taken effect than he was lying prostrate upon the 
deck. 

"Open! by gosh!" cried the Yankee, as he saw the 
other's hands flying through the, air,. at the same time 
snatching the money, cramming it into his pocket, and 
hustling the straightened body of the general on to the 
shore ; then giving the boat a sudden shove by means of a 
pole, he and his French companion — to the great disoom- 
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fitnre of their enemies — were soon gliding down the 
stream. 

** Fire !'' roared out the general, at the top of his Inngs, 
as soon as he could regain his feet and turn to his host — 
'* fire ! I tell you ; you stupid fool, blaze away J blow out 
that infernal Yankee's brains ; he's not fit for dog meat." 

The frightened host endeavored to obey, but it was no 
go; the more he tried to shoot, the more he couldn't; 
while, to complete their chagrin, and add to their vexation, 
the voice of the Yankee, in^the real nasal twang, was 
heard calling out — 

" I say, general, this 'ere's putty considerable kind of a 
slick game of amusement, ain't it ? Tell that are chap on 
the stump to blaze away ; keep telling him so : horn gun 
flints are real slick things to shoot with, Bioit they, 
general ?" 

'* I give it up," said the general, with an oath ; ** that 
cussed Yankee has beat my game, ' dead open and shut/ by 
loading my gun with wooden nutmegs, and putting in a horn 
gun-flint by way of a priming." 

** I say, general," called out the Yankee again, with a 
hearty laugh, placing his thumb to his nose, and giving his 
fingers a few extra flourishes — " I say, general, just give 
my resj>ects to that are nigger of youm, and don't get to 
playin' none of your * dead open and shuts' with a Yankee 
again ;" and he added to the flourish of his fingers, by giv- 
ing his other arm the moticm of turning a crank, and keep- 
ing time by moving his right foot up and down as long as he 
was in sight. 

Until the day of the general's death, no greater chastisie- 
ment could he have inflicted upon him, than to simply say 
"horn gun-flints," "wooden nutmegs," "big Yankee," 
" French gentleman," or, ^< dead open and shut*** 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE SAW-HILL; 

Oa, THE HONEST MAN ENSNARED. 

" Liko eunning fewlen, lay the ftllvring mta; 
A»d glory whvn. they pnlok % pigton iMue.** 

Gamblers are» assuredly, a most deluded class of men 
on the subject of honor. The gambler affects not to believe 
that he and his miserable fraternity are isolated. He is so 
gullible as to be under the impression that all mankind 
would. imitate his vile conduct did they know how, or "were 
they placed in a similar condition to himself, thus proving 
himself to be a leveler in precept and a villain in practice. 

During my gambling career, I too had gradually fieillen 
away from the faith of my fathers, and adopted the skep- 
tical sentiments and fallacious reasonings of the sporting 
class. I thought that honesty was simply stupidity or 
cowardice ; and in this faith I remained until the following 
incident awakened me to my folly. , 

While a gambler, I was feared and hated by the brother- 
hood ; and for this reason, I always made it a point of view- 
ing and treating them, even in private life, as highwaymen, 
liars, and assassins. In truth, they do not trust each other, 
for obvious reasons. But as I was a ** temperance man/' I 
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had considerable advantage over my dissolute and rascally 
companions. 

In the year 1834, 1 had, by industrious mancBUvres in 
the gambling profession, accumulated a considerable sum of 
money. In the month of June, I took passage in a steamer 
from New Orleans for Louisville. The boat was crowded 
with gamblers from Natchez-under-the-Hill, Vicksbur^, 
New Orleans, and all parts of the South. I soon discov- 
ered that the greater portion were spunging their passage. 
They had been driven from their various localities by the 
sickly season. Everything on board was in a state of glo- 
rious confusion, until the shoal water in the Ohio caused us 
to re-ship. 

This was an unfortunate event for my professional 
brethren who were in want of the ** root of all eviL*' 
Fresh arrangements must be entered into with another cap- 
tain. What were they to do ? Despair was depicted on 
their countenances, and an icy coldness froze their hearts. 
Adopting a very desperate alternative, they appealed to the 
generosity of the fortunate gamblera But the proverb was 
verified most aptly in this instance, " Put not your trust in 
the wicked," as the monied portion of them took passage 
in different boats bound for different destinations, and left 
the others to shift for themselves. 

Among the many left, there were three who had money. 

I was one of these. The other two gamblers were willing 

to stake funds for the poor ones to play upon shares. This 

only amounted to a matter of cigar and grog money. I 

had but one object in remaining with this motley crew, and 

that was, to win the money from these two, and then leave 

them all in the lurch, and exult in saying that I had broken the 

crowd. At the town where we landed, the citizens were 

80 sick of gamblers, that we were denied shelter in the 

6 
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hotels. The two monied gamblers leased and fitted up an 
old saw-mill, one portion of it a as grog shop, and another 
as a card room — which last they nicely papered. Lastly, 
they contrived a nnmber of sleeping berths to harbor the 
whole party. The house was called the " Kangaroo." I 
thought the ** crocodile" would be a better name for it. It 
'certainly was a den of outlaws. Hearing a few of the 
citizens one day deploring the fact that the place was being 
crowed with gamblers, I took part in the conversation, and 
remarked that it was annoying that honest men should be 
thus imposed upon. 

"Indeed!" said one individual, " it becomes you to sym- 
pathise with us, who are not only the most daring and un- 
scrupulous of the gang, but the one who has the principal 
captial, and is the main-stay of the ruffians." 

I averred that I never had assisted, nor did I intend to 
assist them in any way, but should feel a pleasure in dis- 
persing them.* 

** Well," said the plain-spoken man, " if you leave, doubt- 
less the others will follow." 

I assured him I should go, as soon as I had accomplished 
a design in view, namely, enticing the two monied gamblers 
to play with me, that I might win their money. I knew I 
could beat them in cheating had I the chance. 

Two days after the conversation with the citizens, I was 
surprised by an invitation to visit the " Kangaroo," and 
take a game at twenty card poker, at which I was an adept. 
To me it was a sure game of profit. I accepted the invi- 
totion at a single-handed game. We played an hour, and I 
found myself a considerable loser. I lost all the large bets. 
I was utterly at a loss to conceive how this fellow could 
beat me. Something must be wrong. ^ I closed the game 
for that evening, promising a renewal next morning. I left 
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for my hotel, smarting between the twin feelings of hatred 
and revenge at the way I had been cheated. It was the 
** biter, bit." I could not sleep*. Knowing that the card 
room of the " Kangaroo" would be vacated, I determined, 
by means of false keys, to enter, it and examine the pre- 
mises.* 

I easily found my way into the den, and commenced a 
difigent search for marked cards, and my eye ran carefully 
over the figured and printed backs of them, but to no pur- 
pose. I was becoming desperate, when it occurred to me 
that there might be some trickery in the arrangement of the 
room overhead. Yet I could no see how, as it was simply 
a garret. My curiosity must be satisfied. There was only 
one entrance to this attic, and that was by a trap-door from 
the roof, which was to be first reached by a ladder. By 
the aid of my dark lantern this was accomplished, and I 
stood inside of the apartment. It was a dark, dismal, and 
gloomy hole, and did not bid fair to reveal much. After a 
careful examination of the place, nothing warranted sus- 
picion, save a crack through the paper, large enough to per- 
mit a man from this garret to recognise the cards of each 
player below. Now, I was puzzled to know how this in- 
formation could be made available without detection. I 
was almost hopeless of the solution, when my eye detected 
a mysterious-looking coil in a corner of the room, which, 
upon examination, proved to be a good-sized ball of twine, 
just the thing for the opening in the ceiling over the card- 
table. It was managed thus — at the turn where the line 
went from the garret it crossed a pulley, thence between 

* The gambler ii punctual in paying a gambling debt. To deny it, with him 
is highly dishonorable, and he would be expelled by the brotherhood. Bat any 
cpeciea of oheating in the winning of money is considered right, eren if it 
4loiild be felonioasly entering a house with ftJse keys to acooplish it 
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the weather boardings and the inside ceiling over a second 
puUeyi which led to the table, and was there made fast to a 
spring, which, in turn, was made fast at one end to the 
underside of the floor ; the loose end having a pin, two 
inches long, passing through a half-inch augur-hole imme- 
«diately under the table, where a carpet concealed it from 
the eye. When the cord was pulled, it made th*e pin come 
in contact with the foot of the player which was the 
hint of recognition; and in this manner had these jugglers 
contrived to " do" me. 

My whole mind was now bent upon revenge ; and how 
to accomplish that most effectually, became my intense 
study. 

1 thought of a scheme, but it required an associate in 
in whom confidence could be reposed. It was no easy task 
to obtain the confidence of any body when following such 
an occupation as gambling. Our hand was against every- 
body and everybody's hand was against us. This was my 
plan to entrap the fraternity : I should find, if possible, 
some one to stand upon the ladder outside, and intercept 
the pulling of the rope, while I was playing inside. Pre- 
viously I had marked the cards, and would be able to tell 
when my partner had a good hand. This plan was all 
matured, the line or curd arranged, the cards marked and 
replaced in the box ; but, like Diogenes, I had yet to look 
for an honest man to assist me. I could not trust the 
" hard*up" gamblers, as I knew every one of them would 
have sold me for a dollar to my two opponents. For once I 
felt how lonely the evil-doer is in the world, and I almost 
despaired of accomplishing my aim. 

The merchant, who had in my hearing bitterly denounced 
the atrocity of gambling, I imagined might be enlisted in 
my scheme, if he saw that the town would be rid of the 
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crew by that means. Next morning, after a night of anx- 
iety, as I was returning from a bath, I met this identical 
merchant. I bade him gogd morning; he nodded, and 
hastened his step. I, however, addressed him ^is follows — 
" This is a very pleasant morning." 
" Somewhat so." 

*' You appear to be pressed for time V* 
« I am." 

*< I wish to have a brief conversation, if you can afford 
time." 

" Let it be brief, and I will hear you." 
" It is concerning the nest of gamblers that infest your 
town." 

^' Ah, you are the last person that I suspected would 
epeak to me of such a hateful tribe ; as you certainly heard 
my sentiments regarding them a few days since/' 

** I did, sir, and felt their force, too ; and now say, that if 
you were sincere, I can assist you in routing the vermin 
from the place." 
" How, sir ?" 

*' You know that two individuals and myself are the only 
capitalists among them ; and I have a scheme, by which, 
with your assistance, I can secure all their funds ; and when 
the queen-bee is gone, they say the swarm soon scat- 
ters. 

" Sir, you have mistaken me. I trust I am an honest 
man, and no honest man would take a part in gambling ; 
for I view gamblers as the vilest of the earth." 

''You are quite right so to do," said I ; '* but you misun- 
derstand me. I would not propose to you to enter their 
den, but intend only to show you the machinations of these 
wily men." 

" Well, sir, proceed." 
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I then described the whole of the snare laid for me, so 
that when I was " broke" they could commence an indis- 
criminate sally upon the citizens. As I laid my plan be- 
fore him, he seemed to approve of it, and I wished to bind 
his acquiescence by offering a part of the spoil. 

He scorned the offer, bu( agreed to assist me if 1 would 
instantly leave the town on its accomplishment. Night 
came. I stealthily fixed the step-ladder on the outside, 
where, by means of a hatchet I. removed a board and ex- 
posed the cord as it passed from one to the other. I then 
placed the merchant on the ladder, with orders to listen at- 
tentively for my coughing three times without intermission, 
when he ^was to take a turn round his hand of the cord lead- 
ing downwards, from where he stood, and thus intercept the 
pull from above, while I, by the marks on the cards, could 
tell when it was safe for me to bet. Everything was ar- 
ranged ; the night was dark and dreary ; the game went on, 
and an opportunity soon favored me. I discovered my 
partner had three kings. I raised my hand so cautiously 
that the gambler in the garret overhead could not scan my 
cards ; and when I found myself with three aces, I knew I 
could beat. I coughed three times ; the merchant took a 
turn of the cord round his hand. I then exposed my hand 
to the gambler overhead, who instantly pulled the line suffi- 
cient to caution his partner had it not been intercepted. 
But the player felt confident that his three kings were some, 
and I bantered him until he bet all he was worth — near one 
thousand dollars ; he, meantime, in eager expectation of in- 
formation from above, but receiving none, hastily threw up 
his all. At this juncture, the now frantic partner overhead 
pulled with all his strength, and terribly strong he must 
have been in his desperation, as he skinned the knuckles of 
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my poor merchant so unmercifully that he could not free his 
hand from the cord, and scarcely avoid shrieking. 

I had pocketed the money, when the astounded gambler 
from above made his appearance, quite breathless, shouting, 

" What's out ? Something's wrong, by Jove ! Something's 
wrong ! I won't stand this — I won't that, Charley," ad- 
dressing his partner, who stood petrified, and his cheeks the 
color of anthracite coal ashes, or the last leaves of au- 
tumn. Charley, supposing that Bill had cheated him, 
promptly and passionately replied, 

" Zounds ! I will have my money back. Bill ! You and 
Green can't come a swindle over me like that. I'm too old 
a soldier to be treated like a recruit." 

I rose and bade them a happy night's rest, and left for my 
hotel. Having lost much sleep the two preceding evenings, 
I luxuriated till morning, comfortable in the reflection that 
I had " done" two brother rascals. 

In the morning the town was all alive discussing the 
affair of the old saw-mill. /The occupants were now gone, 
and numbers went to see the gamblers' snare. I hastened 
to the merchant to learn how he was pleased at the trick. 
He was on the look-out for me, and as no one was in sight, 
he beckoned me in. 

" Well," said I, " how do you feel ?" 

" Indifferently well, sir. Why, Green, that unhanged 
wretch nearly pulled my hand off, but I could not get away, 
and so had to take it.'* 

He then showed me the hand, bound up in a bandage. 

*' This, sir, is why I was forced to tell that my hand got 
jammed between some boards. But do tell me what were 
your gains?" 

I replied, «* Seven hundred dollars more than my losses. 
How much shall I give you 7" 
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• « Not one cent/' said he ; " but leave town, per agree* 
ment. Your friends, the gamblers, have mostly gone, some 
in the night time, some this morning, along with the two 
you have just fleeced, who feared the people would rise, 
en masse, against them." 

I declared that it was my intention to leave by the first 
boat. Expressing my great obligation to him, he assured 
me I need say nothing on that head, as he viewed me, and 
all who followed my dishonest calling, in precisely the same 
light as before he ** was caught in the snare." 

I left, satisfied that I had met and acted with one honest 

I 

man in my reckless career, but sorry and regretful that it 
was for so short a period. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



A YOUTH VICTIMIZED BY GAMBLING. 

*' Among all knaves there are none more base, 
Thon he who steals with a smiling face." 

In the year 1840, in company with several others of the 
gambling fraternity, 1 took passage at Ix>aisville, Kentucky, 
on board a steamer bound to New Orleans. The boat was 
crowded with passengers, but there seemed to be very few 
which gave promise of being profitable to me or my com- 
panions. It was therefore determined that seven out of the 
party should return and await the departure of another 
steamer. I went to the hurricane deck to observe their de- 
parture. As the boat left the steamer, I discovered a very 
young man anxiously gazing upon the party in the boat. 
He maintained this position till the boat returned to the 
steamer, when, turning on his heel, he exclaimed, " I am 
ruined! I am lostT* and hastened into the cabin, wholly 
unconscious of observation. I followed him into the cabin, 
and renewed my observations. He was apparently about 
eighteen years of age. His countenance was pleasant and 
^ his features delicate. As he abstractedly walked backward 
and forward in the cabin, agony was depicted on his coun- 
tenance in marks too decided to be mistaken. 

I approached and addressed him as follows : " Are yon 

6* 
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bound for the South ?'* He replied, " I do not know where 
I am bound ;" and turning away from me, resumed his 
walk. 

I approached him a second time, and remarked that he 
appeared to be in ill health. " I am^ sir — ^I am sick,'' he 
replied, turning upon his heel, and walking into his state 
room. In a few moments he approached me and said it was 
strictly true, that he did not know where he was going ; 
and if I would hear him, he would give me a full account 
of his troubles, and his reason for answering me in the man- 
ner he had. We sat down, and he gave me the following 
narrative. " I am a native of one of the Eastern States ; my 
parents now reside in an Eastern city. I have a sister re- 
siding in Louisville, Kentucky, whom I have never seen. 
She married and removed to Louisville, before my birth. 
Her husband died a few months since. Shortly after her 
husband's death, my sister wrote to my father, requesting 
him to send her eldest brother to live with her. 

" The request was granted, and he fitted for the journey. 
Before his departure, his parents gave him strict caution 
concerning the vices of the day. He received sufficient 
money for the expenses of his journey, and permission to 
spend a few days in any of the larger cities on his route. 

<< His first delay was in Philadelphia, where he spent 
some ten days, during which he formed some very pleasant 
acquaintances, among whom were two of those gamblers 
who but now left the steamer. Shortly after his acquaint- 
ance with these persons, he was invited to a card party, 
where whist was the game introduced. This was a game 
taught him by his parents, and Ikdr strict cautions had not» 
interdicted it. Jle was induced to make the small bet of 
twenty-five cents a corner during the evening. The party 
had several similar meetings. At the latter of these meet- 
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togs he made knowu his iiiteutioiis of leavin* the next 
morning. The two persons before referred to, immediately- 
proposed to accompany him if he would remain one day 
more. He readily acceded to their proposal. On phe day 
appointed they left by way of Pittsburgh on the canal. 
They had scarcely left, when cards were introduced ; they 
played for small stakes, until he found himself minus some 
twenty-five dollars. He became excited, and enlarged his 
bets, with a hope to regain what he had lost. He oontin- 
iJied to lose, and on his arrival at Pittsburgh, had barely suf- 
ficient money left to pay his passage to his destination. He 
paid his fare immediately on going on board for Louisville, 
and the boat had scarcely left . the wharf, when the two 
gamblers proposed a game that he might make himself 
whole. When they found he had no money, they proposed 
to stake iponey against his watch ; still hoping, he again 
played, losing his watch. His breast-pin, rings, etc., were 
disposed of in the same manner. Becoming desperate, he 
sought his trunk, where he had a package in charge to car- 
ry to his sister. He forced open the casket, which contain- 
ed a bracelet, with a beautiful gold chain, sent as a present 
by the mother to her daughter. He discovered an unsealed 
letter which contained a hundred dollar bank note. The 
letter was from his father to his sister, directing her to give 
the money to the brother when she should deem it proper to 
do so. He seized upon the note, and soon the gamblers 
fleeced him of that. He again resorted to the casket and 
lost the jewelry it contained. Desperate in e^Tery respect, 
when he arrived at Louisville, his destination, he called at 
the door of his sister's house, rang the bell, and leaving the 
package he had robbed on the threshold, hastened on board 
the boat where the two villians who had robbed him had 
taken passage. They appeared glad that I came on boards 
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flftid he. ** and I felt confident that I should be assisted bjr 
them. They both left in that yawl, without even bidding 
me farewell ; and that, sir, was what caused me to weep." 
I looked at him — desperation was painted in every featwre. 
I was then a hardened gambler, and had been for eight, 
years ; but this tale of sorrow made me feel that if the 
corse of heaven ever fell on wicked men, it would descend 
and rest upon the gambler. 

'* What did you expect to gain by the course you have 
taken ?" I said ; " why did you not go to your sister — ^tell 
her freely what you had done, and ask her forgiveness and 
protection ?" " Oh ! sir,'' said he, " I can never go to her 
until I am able to replace what I have lost." Poor deluded 
youth ! thought I, as I discovered the slender point on which 
his hopes were suspended, you can never recover the money 
or property these gamblers have swindled from you ; far 
better if you could think the same. '' Where do you ex- 
pect to go ?" I asked. " I don't know, sir," was his reply. 
«* I have no money — no friends ; I am here, and what to do. 
1 know not." " T think, sir," said I, " you had better re- 
turn. I will loan you sufficient money, which you can re- 
place when convenient." " You are very kind indeed, sir," 
said he, " but I cann/ot retunl — no, never. But, sir, I will, 
if you feel safe in loaning ime sufficient to carry me to St. 
Louis, accept it as a great favor." I loaned him twenty- 
five dollars. When we arrived at the mouth of the Ohio, 
he left the boat for another bound for St. Louis. In 1841 
I was passenger on another steamer, on her upward passage 
from Orleans to Louisville. Not far above the city we broke a 
shaft, which caused several hours' delay. I had been ashore 
and as I was returning, a gentleman informed me that he 
had just witnessed a revolting sight — a number of convicts 
on the deck of the steamer, under the charge of an ofiicer, 
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who was conveying them to the Baton Kouge State Prison. 
I went to look at them for a moment. As I approached I 
recognized the face of the unfortunate youth. He turned 
his head, and attempted to evade my notice. He had large 
irons upon his ankles, and handcufifs upon his wrists. I 
inquired of the officer what offence he had committed ; he 
said "forgery," and added that he was under five years' sen- 
tence. 

In 1845, I was lecturing in one of the principal cities 
east of the mountains, where I gave this same incident, 
mentioning, as near as I could remember, the name of the 
unfortunate youth. After my lecture closed, a young gen- 
tleman came to me and asked my address. I gave it, and 
on the following day he called with a carriage, and invited 
me to accompany him. I acceded, and we shortly drew 
up at the door of a handsome house. I entered a parlor 
richly furnished, where the family were assembled, consist- 
ing of the father, mother, two sisters, three brothers. They 
were silent ; the brother who had accompanied me address- 
ed me as follows : ** Sir, you may think this a strange visit ; 
last night at the lecture, we learned something of the fate of 
the son of this old gentleman and lady. We are the bro- 
thers of that ruined youth. Five years have elapsed since 
he left this house, guiltless. The strange deposit of the box 
could not permit us to hope anything but his ruin. Now, 
sir, could you tell us how to learn if he is living ?" I sug- 
gested that they should write to the agent of the Louisiana 
Penitentiary, giving the name the young man had assumed 
at the time of his conviction. They followed my sugges- 
tion, and learned that in eighteen months After his incarce- 
ration, he had died of fever. 

To the moralist, this incident should teach a lesson. To 
the grey-headed fathers and mothers, this young man's ruin 
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and premature death should teach the danger of innocent 
games of whist; This his unhappy friends acknowledged 
to be the primal cause of the ruin of one of the members of 
their family, and their own lasting reproach. We call upon 
all friends of religion and morality, to decide whether it is 
not wrong to indulge in any amusement which carries in 
its train misery and death ! May we not safely challenge 
any man to produce the first instance where one single in- 
dividuatlias been benefited, in a moral point of view, by 
such amusements ?" Then cast forever from your parlors 
those gaming implements which, step by step, lead on so 
many youth of bright promise and high hopes to dissipation, 
disgrace, and premature death. 



CHAPTER XVII. 
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CHUKCH GAMBLING. 

Iioitfri«B— Foit-offioe Game— Pound Cake or Ring G*inft— Crftb Loo— VmI DtlTiBff 
on tho Lord's Day— Chnreh Fairs, &«., &o. 

This remarkable species of gambling, has of late been prac- 
tised to an alarming extent in some of our professed Chris- 
tian congregations. The writer looks upon this conduct of 
the members of Christian Churches, as an oversight^ — ^not 
as a wilful disposition to substitute or encourage evil, that 
good may come therefrom ; for surely it would be a sin of 
no ordinary character, to encourage one of the most gigantic 
gambling schemes that ever his Satanic Majesty invented, 
and, with the revenue thus collected, to build find churches, 
in which to ask the blessings of Him who hath said, " Woe 
unto them which decree unrighteous decrees, to turn aside 
the needy from judgment, and take away the right from the 
poor, that widows may be their prey, and that they may 
rob the fatherless. And they covet fields, and take by vio- 
lence, houses, and take them away ; so they oppress a man, 
and his house. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the 
house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel that 
abhor judgment and pervert all equity ; they built up all 
Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads 
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thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for 
hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money ; yet will 
they lean upon the Lord, and say, is not the Lord among 
us "^ no evil can come upon us/' This language is too for- 
cible not to be understood by professors of religion, and thus 
they are left without a shield to cover the sin which they 
have encouraged in the introduction of so glaring an evil as 
lotteries, for the promotion of the Grospel. The writer will 
here give the dates of the game of lottery as far back as he 
can find any historical account of them. 

The first public lottery was held in England in the year 
1569. The second of any importance, was for the British 
Museum in 1753, for the sale of Cox's rare and valuable 
jewelry. In 1774, for theLeverian Museum. In 1784, for 
the Poet's gallery of pictures. ( This lottery teas something 
like the Art Union game played lately in the Tahernade 
of New York City,) In 1798, for the great Figot Diamond. 
In 1801, (if the writer is correctly informed) the first scheme 
was licensed in America, after which they became very 
common, until their influence had well nigh ruined some of 
our most valuable institutions, when several of the States 
put their veto upon them, and made their continuance mis- 
demeanors. But the system has since been introduced more 
vigorously in some of our Southern States, and agents from 
these strongholds of the evil one, are sent throughout all 
the States seeking whom they may devour. These agents 
are among us in different capacities, some taking subscrip- 
tions for literary works, some with patent rights, some as 
patent pill pedlars, &c., &c. These agents have great en- 
couragement to travel through any State, to visit any city, 
town or borough where the churches of Christ encourage 
their craft. This is done in various ways, viz : In the lot^ 
teries of a church we generally find some trifling prize to 
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the lucky purchaser of the ticket. These small lottery 
games are more generally played by the females who ex- 
pect their church to give them great praise for the amount 
they so ingeniously manage to win. The numbers are 
made, tickets sold, lottery drawn, and the prizes called 
alternately, until some novice is gratified at being an« 
nounced the lucky player at the expense, or chagrin and 
loss of money to the other brethren and sisters who have 
been drawn into the snare. But as it is all for the good of 
the church, the players will say, ** Is not the Lord among 
us ? no evil can come upon us." 

Now, here the seed has been sown which has eventually 
caused the ruin of many a happy family. Becoming ac« 
quainted with the process of lottery-drawing, the victim is 
led to believe all is fair, and through the persuasion of one 
of the travelling lottery ticket pedlars, he purchases a 
chance to draw a prize in a Southern lottery ; and thus he 
is led on from step to step, until it inflames his imagination, 
crowds his brain with visions of affluence and pleasure 
never to be realized. And thus is the credulous and un* 
thinking seduced from the pursuits of honest industry into 
a vortex of wild adventure and excited passion, creating a 
constant, vicious excitement, which ofttimes, leads to 
poverty and despair, insanity and suicide, furnishing strong 
temptations to fraud, theft, and diunkenness, and, in many 
cases a permanent depravation of all moral principle and all 
moral habits. This picture will be owned as just by many 
a bereaved widow and forsaken wife, who may trace all 
their woes to the games introduced in Christian churches. 

Then, again, how often have the professors of Chris* 
tianity violated all moral principles in the Poundcake game, 
where so many small pieces are sold for a hundred times 
their value, to the novice, for the purpose of getting the 
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gold ring which the manager of the lottery has pledged hL« 
or her honor to be in some piece, and will be awarded t( 
the purchaser. Or the game of Post-office, where we fim 
stationed some beautiful sister as post mistress, whose dut) 
it is to write the name of those from whom she thinks she 
can secure the postage. Or the late game of " Grab Loo" 
which is one of the small order of games, said to be very 
modest in its pretensions. This game may be termed a lot- 
tery, and not be called out of its true title. The way it is 
played is this : The managers who are selected to raise the 
funds — be it for the building of churches, purchasing of 
lamps, carpets, oi what not — are authorized by the com- 
nlittee to spread the net which will be most certain to 
catch, as well as to secure their victims. The " grab loo" 
is generally managed by one of the most impudent of the 
committee, either male or female, who supply themselves 
with a large sack, in which is placed the various pieces of 
worthless property, e ch piece containing its respective 
number, and when they have sold out all the numbers, they 
proceed to the grabbing part, which consists in one person 
being permitted to thrust his hand into the sack and draw 
therefrom the article he touched first, to which he is en- 
titled as the prize awarded for the price of grab. This kind 
of games, with various others, with the lottery principle, 
have become common throughout our Christian churches. 
These gaijies practiced at fairs have given the lottery agents 
more encouragement than the race-courses kept in many of 
our Christian communities for their hopeful youths to try 
the speed of their horses upon the Lord's day. Here the 
lottery-ticket vender beholds the workings of the young 
man's mind when he makes his grab and finds himself 
looed, or takes his chance in the pound-cake lottery, or with 
haste purchases the letter with a hope of hearing something 
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from his dearly beloved, breaks the seal, and is surprised at 
beholding the note to be a blank I The lottery gambler 
loves such Christians. And thus have the Christian part of 
community perpetuated the game of lottery by not putting 
down with a voice of censure all games for the benefit of 
the church. 

How Christians can justify holding the ordinary fairs to 
support the gospel, is an enigma to the truly conscientious 
and watchful of God's people. They see in it, doing evil 
that good may come. Their Father's house made a house 
of merchandise, although the Saviour solemnly forbids such 
abominations. These market-places for vending worthless 
trinkets are made fashionable, and outwardly sanctified* by 
the holy ground whereon they are held ; and they tempt all 
classes to attend, and procure a good name among Christians 
for liberality and goodness, by paying the exhorbitant prices 
demanded for varieties set up for sale. The gamblers, of 
all grades, lavish their ill-gathered gains, thus laying deep 
plans to shake the church to its very centre. How short- 
sighted — how rash, to say the least, is this opening a temple 
for the pure worship of the meek and lowly Jesus, that 
gamblers and other knaves may cast unholy gains as gifts 
into the treasury of the Lord, under the sanction of unthink- 
ing Christians ! Ah, too frequently are such offerings wrung 
from the widows and ophans of the very congregations re- 
ceiving them from the munificent donors. Theie fairs are 
more common in. the Eastern and Northern States than in 
the South and West. The reason is obvious. In the East 
and North, wealthy, independent congregations abound; 
and when a dissension and separation occurs, the broken 
limb must take care of itself by some means or other ; and 
not content with this, ere long we see it planted, taking 
root, and aspiring to outstrip the parent stock. In the 
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Struggle unchristian passions and practices are seized upon 
as means of success. Churches thus situated are often 
liberally aided by other Christian churches. The ground 
and building are thus paid for, perhaps. But these are not 
all now-— ai^ is the cry. Extra efforts must be made — all 
right enough, if rightly niade, and by means not involving 
the taking of pay for no value given. The industrious of 
all classes are called upon to give labor, if not money, 
which they cheerfully do in such a good cause. And now, 
with a fine building, well, though plainly finished, fully fit 
for the worship of God, are they satisfied 1 Ah, no ; there 
are the gilded lamps and chandelier, turkey carpets, plush- 
cushioned seats, handsome organ, marble pulpit, in the first 
dkurck; and the second must eclipse that. Ministers seek- 
ing aid elsewhere, perhaps in some sister State, have some 
success, yet still more is to be done. Then the cry goes 
forth, a^iatir .' Kfairf Now the doors must be open to 
catch the Pharisee's mites or dollars, as the case may be, 
for gilding Grod's house : some holiday is devoted to a fair. 
It is heralded far and near, through press and pulpit. The 
day arrives. All kinds and conditions congregate. Gam- 
blers of every grade are hail-fellows. It is a fair — ^who has 
not the right that can raise the mighty dollar ? Here we 
find worthless trifles are spread in glittering array on tables, 
under the clerkship of some of the prettiest sisters, who, 
with boldness, verily like that of the Philadelphia female 
fish-pedlars hail all who pass their stands, and solicit their 
assistance, their generosity, for the good of the church, de- 
claring the goods to be cheap and very valuable, though 
knowing the contrary to be true. Here the false principle, 
that the end justifies the means, comes in most opportunely ; 
and this, under the pretext of serving the Lord, are gre^t 
injuries done to his cause. Christians should see to it, that 
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such abominations should be done away, and that the fire 
of true piety be kept burning at their hearts and altars, so 
that Christians may undertake nothing more than they are 
able to do in the strict Christian character, and may have 
the heart and will to do all that is necessary, without re- 
sorting to such unchristian means as have now been exposed 
to view ; and if fairs are necessary, let them be .conducted 
ux>on Christian principles, for other purposes than ornament- 
ing and perverting the house of Grod. These remarks are 
offered by one who has witnessed sufficient to satisfy him 
of the evils resulting in fairs made and held in Christian 
churches, for the support of the gospel, and speaks what he 
is sorry to have cause to say he has known by sad expe- 
rience. 



CHAPTER XVm. 
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CAPTAIN JOHN HOWARD; 

' OR, FIVE ACES BEATEN. 

BUamer Smelter— C»pUiii Harris and H. Boberti— Strange Condiiet Batisfaeiorily 
Explained— Five Aoes Beaten— Spnrlock, the Great Western Befut Maker, in ib» 
Character of a Horse Drorer— Defeat of Captain John Howard the Noiorions Birer 
Bobber, and his Clan— H. Boberts' Ironical Bemark. 

The steamer Siyelter was a fine boat, and Captain Harris 
was » fine captain. She made quick trips, could crawl 
over shoal water as well as the next boat, carry as much 
freight, and make as much noise, and clear as much cash, 
as any other craft which ran between Cincinnati and 
Galena during the year 1837. The plain, honest maimer 
of Captain H. had made him a great favorite in that trade ; 
besides, he always carried such pilots as Harden Roberts, 
and, of course, the Smelter was never found in shoal water 
if any other kind was in the channel. She was always 
crowded with passengers, and freighted to the guards ; and 
it had become a general belief of a certain portion of the 
travelling community, that you might as well try to catch 
a streak of forked lightning on a greased rail, as to catch 
Roberts sticking her head where there was not sufficient 
water for her hull. 



TWELVE DAYS IN THE TOMBS. 143 

During one of her crowded trips, a rich gambler, who 
resided in Cincinnati, with some of the most shrewd, broken 
gamblers, took passage in her for the purpose of fleecing the 
passengers. This gambler had been honored with the title 
of " captain" for some of his renowned villany, and his 
name was John Howard. He was a man of affable man- 
ners, had been a bar-tender for several years at Natchez- 
under-the-Hill,* and, upon the whole, was well versed in 
the black art. He had passed as a river captain for several 
years, but now was a wholesale whiskey dealer. This did 
well enough for the " green *uns," but he could not come it 
over such men as Captain Harris and Roberts, no way he 
could fix it. 

The boat was crowded ; but on inspection Capt. Howard 
found the signs against his party. He made their situation 
known to each other for their mutual benefit. He, being 
the only rdan of the party who had funds, had no notion 
of footing the bill to which their several passages amounted, 
and the Smelter was a standard boat, and they might wish 
to take passage again — thcU had to be taken into considera- 
tion. Besides, Captain Harris was hard to fool while he 
was on watch ; and when he was off, there was that " old 
coon," Hardin Roberts, the pilot. No one could fool him 
easy. 

" It is a desperate case, indeed, boys," says Capt How- 
ard, as he addressed the five blacklegs, in a state-room 
where he had summoned them for the purpose ; << It is a case 
without parallel — three hundred passengers, and no show 
to make our passage money. Not one of them will even 
talk about a game. This is mysterious — I cannot account 
for it — ihere must be something wrong !" 

* Natohefl-ander-the-Hill k that part of the city which has ever been noted for 
its deeds of darkness. 
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It was finally decided by a majority, that it was more 
misfortune than design that they had been without game, 
and they came to the conclusion to take the chances ; and 
when they arrived at the mouth of the Ohio, a place at 
which the Smelter generally stopped to take both passen- 
gers and freight, they would be among the passengers she* 
would leave,^ This was the easiest course to pursue, as 
each one could, carry his baggage in his hat. They were 
then near Grolconda, at which place the boat was hailed by 
a party of men who bade fair, from appearance, to be a 
party not only susceptible of being fleeced, but one that 
would pay for the pains. This party was soon on board, 
and the boat was underway, when an old man dressed in a 
brown jeans coat and pants of same dye, and who appeared 
to be chief of the squad, called out in an authoritative tone, 
' Bullies, your presence on the after guard !'' The com- 
mand was instantly obeyed, and the captain was heard to 
address them as follows : 

'^ My bullies of the sucker state, we are once more on 
our scouting duties, and your captain thinks it most proper 
that you should take a deck passage in preference to the 
cabin, for the sake of the distinction which is due all chief- 
tains v: 

The party gave their consent to his suggestion, with the 
understanding that he should take cabin passage and make 
good their passage money. The sucker captain soon made 
his way to the clerk's office, where he gave in the number 
of passages he was responsible for, paid over, and, was 
about to retire, when the clerk remarked — 

*• As I live, I believe this is — " 

« Our old sucker I" replied the passenger, taking the 

* It is cuitomaiy among gamblers, when they ftil to swindle 8<mie pan eager, 
to slip off the boat, ieaying their ftir unsettied. 
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Words from his mouth> and supplying those that suited him 
better. 

" Yes — ^well, yes 1" replied the clerk, somewhat astonish- 
ed at the ready wit of the old man. " But I can't under- 
stand your meaning of entering your name falsely." 

" Oh, ail is O.K. !'* replied the sucker Captain, placing 
his fingers upon his nose. *' I am a captain at present. 
Did you not see my men 1 Have I not paid their passages 
for the deck ? That's all !" — finishing the sentence by a 
request for the clerk, Roberts, and Captain Harris to keep 
" dark." 

After this the old man turned upon his heel, and called 
the barkeeper to give him a glass of old ** Bourbon whiskey," 
and to send a quart down to his men on deck. This done, 
the sucker's tongue soon got nimble. He was very sociable. 
Every man had to drink who would drink. Captain How- 
ard kept his eye upon him from the time he came on board, 
more particularly, however, after he discovered him take 
the first <'horn." The boat was now nearing Paducah, 
which place the old man remarked he had great respect for 
'*from the simple fact, gentleman^" said he, **1 made two 
thousand dollars in one night in that k)vely little village, 
playing the — " Here he hesitated. 

" Tell it all ! tell it all !" cried Howard, and his party. 

The old man called for another glass, and then he gave 
the close of his sentence, by saying, " full decked 
poker." 

«* Good as wheat !" cried Howard. " I am glad of it. 
These same Paducah men beat me — " Here he paused. 

" Speak it out !" cried the sucker ; " speak it out," said 
the Howard party. 

** Well, gentlemen, they beat me out of three thousand 
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dolian ! Eat I am determined to hare it back ; my Ittok 
cannot always go against me in that way. 

** I shonld think not," said the sucker. '* But you most 
take one thing into consideration, captain ; us drovers me not 
apt to know much about cards !" The captain looked sor* 
prised at the word drover, not thinking at the time he was 
working on a man that had over fifty dollars, which he 
hoped to win, to relieve him of the expense of five pas- 
sages, if his party could not effect the slipping-off game at 
the mouth of the Ohio. 

*< Are you a drover ?" asked Howard, suspiciously. 

"*** Yes, sir, I am a drover, sir ! a gentleman drover, sir. I 
have money enough to singe a canebrake. Yes, sir, enough 
of Uncle Sam's thousand dollar blankets (meaning one 
thousand .dollar notes) to make a carpet for a steam* 
boat 1" 

The party then came to the conclusion to take another 
drink and adjourn. 

Howard and his party concluded that the drover was the 
passenger for them, as there was some mystery about the 
distant treatment they had all along received from the pas- 
cengers, they were determined to ** skifC^ him, without giv- 
ing any further opportunity to those who might be inclined 
to prevent their designs. 

*'Well, gentlemen," said Captain Howard, <^let us have 
a little <»snap" of porker ! What say you?" addressing the 
old drover as well as his own clan. 

*• Agreed I" said he. " Agreed !" said three of the How- 
ard party->-enough to make up a five-handed game." 

<* Well, gentlemen," said the drover, " I am satisfied that 
you are the clear girt, and, therefore, we ^ve shall play, and 
not admit any others for fear of imposition." 

This was the very thing they wanted, and, of course^ 
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readily assented to. A table and cards were ordered. -The 
sucker was mirthful, and bet freely until he lost some fifty 
dollars. His luck was bad, as he thought, and the cards 
ran low. It was finally Captain Howard's deal, and he 
had been, to all appearances, loser. A new pack of cards 
had been ordered, and were then laid upon the table by the 
waiter. 

•' I deal this time," said Captain Howard, " with the new 
cards." 

** Then, I hope," remarked the drover, " you will give 
me a good hand." 

" Certainly ; you shall have but one thing short of what 
you require," said Howard, and, at the same time, he gave 
his right hand man the nudge. 

The cards were cut and Howard commenced the deal. 
The sucker raised the edge, slightly, of his four first cardSj 
-without the apparent notice of any of the other gamesters, 
and discovered four kings. .This is a lucky hand thought 
he. 

Howard closed the deal by turning the top card, remark- 
ing, " There is the ace of clubs for trump.** 

The drover knew that his hand was the next to four 
aces, and seeing one of the denomination turn up on the 
pack, remarked — 

** Well, if the ace of clubs is trumps, I will bet five hun- 
dred dollars I will win this * pot I* " 

" You will bet five hundred dollars yoj> will win this 
pot V " cried Captain Howard. " I'll take the bet!" 

" Talk enough," said the sucker. " There is the * rhino,* " 
at the same time throwing upon the table a thousand dollar 
note. 

" Well, really, yoil almost scare me, but I'll take the bet," 
said Howard, pulling out five one. hundred dollar bank 
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noteSfSaying, at the same time, <' Take that, and the thou- 
sand dollar note is in stake !" 

The drover placed the five hundred dollars in his pocket, 
and he remarked that he would bet five hundred dollars 
more. Captain Howard said that he had bet all that he 
felt willing to risk, but hoped one of the other gentlemen 
would accommodate him. 

" I will try you, said one.** 

" Down with your dust and I will cover it." 

Howard slipped the 5ve hundred under the table to his 
partner, who laid it up, saying, '* My money is staked, 
sir!" 

The sucker, apparently unconscious that anything was 
wrong, laid down another thousand dollar note, and placed 
the other five hundred dollars in his pocket. Howard, by 
this time, had slipped another five hundred dollars in the 
hands of his other accomplices, who proposed to bet five 
hundred dollars each that the sucker would not win the 
present " pot." He hesitated some time to determine the 
wisdom of his course, then he called for another glass, after 
drinking which he exclaimed, ** That gives me nerve." 

" Then I suppose you take the bets, do you ?" asked one 
of the blacklegs. 

** I am considering if I dare to offer you a chance to 
double,'' said the sucker, as he beheld the ace turned up on 
the top of the pack, four kings in his own hand. This 
finesse produce<l a great anxiety among the bystanders, who 
felt a deep interest in the sucker's welfare, but dared not 
utter a syllable for fear of gaining the displeasure of How- 
ard and his party. 

" Yes, gentlemen," he at last replied, " I bet each of you 
five hundred dollars that I win the ' pot.* " They posted up 
five hundred dollars each. The sucker took it up and 
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placed it in hU pocket leaving the four one thousand dollar 
notes to be taken up Ly the winner. ** Now, gentlemen," 
said he, '* I am one hundred dollars loser already, and I bet 
that amount for the pot I" 

"I will call it," said one of the party. 

«* Signify it by laying up the money," said the sucker. 

" Certainly, certainly, sir," said the other, as he began 
feeling in his pockets, knowing all the time he had not a 
dime. " Oh, I forgot ; I left my pocket-book in another 
pocket. Captain Howard, please lend me the hundred 
until I go to my trunk." 

Howard pulled out his purse, which contained about one 
hundred and fifty dollars, and passed him the amount, which 
was posted. The sucker took the money in his hand, and 
turned his cards over, remarking, " As you and I are the 
only ones contending, I will show you a bad sight !" put- 
ting the two hundred dollars in his pocket with one hand, 
and turning up his cards with the other, showing four kings. 
He then added, " I win all, my boys, this time." 

" Hold !" cried the gamblers, as one of them turned over 
the four aces. They all seized their thousand dollar notes. 

" I am swindled." cried the sucker. 

" You are robbed !" vociferated the passengers, who had 
awaited the result, hoping to see the sucker win. The 
game broke up by the sucker declaring they were not en- 
titled to the money, five aces being one more than he had 
ever seen in one pack before. Captain Howard tried hard 
to console him, by telling him that it was very seldom that 
it was the case ; but whenever it was, the loser had to sub- 
mit. 

" Well, I am nothing but a poor drover !" said the sucker. 
«* You certainly do not think I ought to lose my hard earn- 
ings ?" 
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" But/' said Howard, " you remember that sweet little 
village, Faducah ? That will make all right !" 

<* I was only joking/' said the old man. ^' I never won a 
doIUir sit that town in my life. I said it merely for pastime ; 
and, at any rate, if I had, you ought to sjrmpathise with me. 
Captain, you said you lost three thousand dollars. *' 

<* Oh, it was all a jest !'' said Howard, ** I was only jok- 
ing ; I never play, sir, other than for amusement.'' 

By this time there had a great sympathy arisen among 
the passengers, and a move was made to elicit favor from 
Captain Harris, to make the Howard party refund the 
sucker his money, and a committee was appointed to wait 
upon him for that purpose. The boat was then nearing 
the mouth of the Ohio. The captain was standing on the 
boiler deck in close conversation with Roberts. As the 
committee approached, Roberts withdrew. The chairman 
addressed the captain in a manner which he thought ought 
to have great effect, stating that they had witnessed the 
whole transaction. It was a case of villany without a 
parallel. 

«« I am very well aware of that," said the captain;'" but 
I can't take any action concerning it before to-morrow 
morning!" 

Here the chairman made another appeal. He said the 
old gentleman was a drover ; that he had some ten or fifteen 
hands employed ; that he wanted to get off at a place, but 
a short distance from the mouth of the Ohio, on the Mis- 
souri side, and he wanted his money back that might. 

" I will attend to it at eleven o'clock to-morrow," said 
Captain Harris ; at the same time he rang the bell to ap- 
prise the passengers of their arrival at Cairo.* The com* 

* The town of Carlo if built at the Janctan of the Ohio and Mif aiaaippfoB Hm 
nUaoii tide. 
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mittee returned to the cabin, astonished at the coolness with 
which Captain Harris had treated the subject. The boat 
was soon again underway, and the committee waited upon 
the old man, and informed him that five of the. gamblers had 
gone on shore, three of whom had five hunared each of the 
man's money, and that the chief scoundrel remained ; that 
they wished to inform him that they had waited upon Capt. 
Harris in his (the old man*s) behalf ; that Capt. Harris told 
them that he would not act upon the subject < before eleven 
the next day. 

'* And I get out to-night I" replied the unfortunate old 
man. 

" Which we have told him," said the speaker, as he drew 
a long breath. 

<* But we can't help you, my friend," said another passen- 
ger. ** If we could we would with great pleasure. We 
shall always bear Capt. Harris in mind for his indifference 
in this case. The old man looked first at one of the com- 
mittee, and then upon another, and then remarked — " I 
suppose Capt. Harris thought, as each of you may think, 
after the old man has gone ashore, that Howard might as 
well have won as the ' old sucker.' But what did he say, 
when you asked him to help me ?" - 

** We did not get a definite answer out of him, more than at 
eleven o'clock to-morrow he would decide. Then we went 
to Roberts to see if he could not be moved. He heard us 
give the whole transaction, verbatim, and then turned off, 
after saying he felt about as the old lady did when her hus- 
band had made an attack upon a huge bear. First, the 
bear would have the husband down, then the husband the 
bear, while the wife was laughing herself nearly into fits, 
saying, it was the first fight she had ever witnessed in 
which she had not felt more or less interested as to which 
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ihonld whip. So you know the interest the two principal 
officers take in the matter/' 

" I feel satisfied, gentlemen/' baid the old sucker, " that 
you would not better my condition if you amid, I am an 
old soldier; I have seen men before you!'' insinuating, at 
the same time, their previous knowledge of Howard's ar- 
rangements. 

This was too insulting for honest men to bear, and they 
bade him good night. The old man and party were landed 
at their place of destination, without any more efforts in 
his behalf. The passengers retired to their rest, wondering 
at the mysterious conduct of Capt. Harris as well as 
Roberts, in their refusing to aid the poor old sucker. In 
the morning there was great anxiety among the passengers 
to know how Capt. H. could, or would, try to justify his 
conduct. Eleven o'clock, the specified hour, arrived. Capt. 
Harris had the cabin bell rung, and the passengers sum- 
moned to the cabin. He then remarked that his conduct, 
to some, might seem strange. It was strange; yet he 
hoped he could justify himself. 

" My coolness to those gentlemen, was, I considered, best 
for all parties." 

*' I know Capt. Howard, and know no good of him !'* 
eried fifty voices. 

Here Howard arose, and pointing to the captain, cried — 

'* He knows me to be a gentleman !" 

" I knew the other three, who were his friends, and knew 
them to be scoundrels!" said a passenger. 

** Capt. Harris knew them to be gentlemen, sir !" said 
Howard, sneeringly. 

" Well, gentlemen, you interrupt," cried Harris ; " I wish 
to ixroceed." 

<* Hear him ! hear him !" * 
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"Be it so!" continued Harris. «*Capt. Howard pro- 
fesses to be a whiskey speculator. He has made several 
trips from Cincinnati to St. Louis. We, in this trade, un^ 
derstand him, knowing that the speculation of whiskey was 
a mere blind for his villainous profession, and we were de- 
termined to foil him this trip, and for that purpose the pas- 
sengers whom we were fearful would be victimized, we 
made acquainted with the character of the captain and his 
gang." 

«For which you will long be remembered," replied 
Howard, with a sneer ; then, for the first time, understand- 
ing the reason why he and his party had failed in the early 
part of their passage. 

Capt. Harris then mildly continued, by stating that he 
had noticed that a disposition prevailed among the blacklegs 
to slip off, with the exception of the captain, without set- 
tling their fares, and he had intended to put the captain, 
" freight" and all, on an island, had they attempted it. But 
"when he saw the old man, who got in at Goloonda, and 
them seated at cards, he stood by, trying, if possible to de- 
tect the greatest knave. 

An indignant passenger now said to Harris — 

" You, sir, I suppose, was pleased to see the old man 
lose, merely that you might secure the passage money. Yon 
see, gentlemen, how far Captain Harris' sympathy ex- 
tended." 

Howard echoed this idea. Harris turned upon him, and 
said — 

" I believe then, sir, according to that tale, the old man's 
money paid the passages of those men that went out at the 
mouth of the river ? No sir ; it was the money they got 
from you, that paid their passages. I would not have taken 
the money you got from the old man !" 

7* 
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** Why not, sir ?" asked Howard, somewhat surprised* 

" Because it was good for nothing — spurious, sir." 

<* Spurious !" echoed every body around. 

'< Yes, the basest kind of counterfeit." 

« Do you mean to say that man was a counterfeiter, Capt. 
Harris ?'' cried Howard. 

" Yes, sir ; and I say nothing but what I know. That 
old sucker was Spurlock the counterfeiter! He and his 
clan have been waiting several trips to catch men who 
know how to play five aces, and finding that you were 
shipping your whiskey on the Smelter, a few days since, as 
one of Spurlock's spies was at Cincinnati, he took another 
boat, and by the time the Smelter arrived, they were wait- 
ing in readiness." 

Then turning to his passengers, Harris said — 

** Grentlemen, now you understand my reasons for not in- 
terfering. Spurlock has, it is true, made about twenty-one 
hundred dollars by beating five aces !" 

The committee then understood the sucker's meaning» 
when he told them he had no doubt but they wouldn't care 
if Howard had got the thousand dollar notes. 

Howard, upon hearing the sad news, fairly frothed at the 
mouth with anger, and swore he would have satisfaction 
if it cost him his life. Captain Harris ordered him to be 
silent, or he would put him and his freight on the first 
island he came to. 

At this stage Roberts remarked that the Smelter could 
boast that four blacklegs and five aces had been beaten on 
board of her by one sucker. 
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PROSPE CTUS. 

I. We, the undersigned, believing that Mr. J. H. Greenes pro- 
posed publications will be eminently useful in counteracting one 
of the most pernicious and demoralizing vices of the age, take 
great pleasure in recommending them to the patronage of the 
public. 

Rev. Charles Elliot, 

Editor of the TVoctern Cfariftiam AdTO«ftl«. 

Rev. L. L. Hamline. 

BiBhop of the Methodiet Epiaeopal Chvftlu 

D. K. EsTE, 

Judge of the Superior Court, CIn. Ham. Co., OUa« 

Rev. J. P. KiLB&ETH, 
Samuel Williams, 
John McLean, 

Judge of the U. S. OmvI. 

Rev. W. H. Rapek, 
Thomas J. Bioas, 

Preeident of the Cineiuuftti CoUeg*. 

Samuel W. Ltnd, D.D. 

PMtor Ninth ftreet Baptiet Chvxeh. 

Hon. Jacob Burnett, 
Rev. John F. Wright. 

H. E. Spencer, 

Mayor of Cinolaaili. 
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Frcm the Lexington Observer j December 20th, 1843. 

2. Pursuant to a call contained in Saturday's paper, a yery large 
and highly respectable audience assembled at the Court House, for 
the purpose of taking some measures to discourage the perni- 
cious practice of gambling, Mr. Robert Wickliffe, Sen. was call- 
ed %o the Chair, and Mr. W. King appointed Secretary. 

Mr. Gaily, now here from.Cincinnati, was called upon to state 
the objects of meeting, which he did in a brief speech of much 
power and eloquence. The vice was depicted iu faithful colors, 
and some of its terrible effects delineated in avirid and forcible 
manner. 

Mr. /. H. Green, whose work on gambling we noticed a few 
days since, then related some of his adventures and experience 
while a " sporting gentleman.*' He exposed some of the artcT and 
tricks of these gentlemen (?) which the uqinitiated could never 
have thought of. Having had no little experience in the fascinat- 
ing -but ruinous, destructive vice, and being thoroughly convinced 
of its deplorable effects, he is well prepared, in a plain, unvarnish- 
ed style to do the subject ample justice. 

The Chairman, Mr. Wickliffe, favored the audience with some 
very appropriate remarks, when an invitation being given, eighty- 
seven subscribed a pledge to " abstain from participating in any 
game of chance, where anything can be won or lost." 

A committee was appointed to draft a Constitution, to be re- 
ported this evening at the Court House, at 7 o'clock, to which tim» 
and place the meeting adjourned. 

The Anti-Gambling Association will meet at the Court House, 
this evening at half past 6 o'clock. The object of the meeting is 
to. form a constitution for the Society, and on which occasion 
there will be several addresses. It is expected that every dtizen 

I who feels an interest in the suppression of this vice, will attend 

^ this meeting* 
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8. LEXINGTON ANTI-GAMBLING AND MORAL TRUST 

SOCIETY. 

In pursaance of a crebliition of the society, we publish helow a 
list of the officers elected for the ensuing year. Ahoat five hun- 
dred persons have already enrolled their names, and we trust that 
much good may result from the organization. 

OFFICERS. 
RoBT. WicKLiFFE, President. 

W. H. R1CHAB.DS0N, Vice President. 

T. B. PiNCKARD, " 

N. L. FiNNipLL, " 

Hon. Geo. Robertson, ** 
Gen. J. M. McCalla, " 

Jno. T. Lewis, Recording Secretary. 

J. C. Darby, Corresponding Secretary. 
Sam'l Fit(3h, " 

W. King, " 

Jno. Norton, Treastirer, 

Executive Committee. 
Elihu Hogan, Chairman. Prof. Robt. Peter, 
J. W. Trumbull, G. L. Postlethwait, 

H. H. TlMBERLAKE« C. KeNRELL, 

W. C. Bell, G. Evans, 

J. P. Meoowen, D. H. Bosworth. 

Committee of Order, 
Wh. Wilson, Chairman, Jos. George, 
L. Marston, G. W. Gordon, 

J. L. WiLMOT, E. McMuRRAT, 

P. Gaugh, E. C. Garner, 

Wm. Pullsn, James Mann. 
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4. A CAKD. 

Louisville Journal, Feb. 12, 1844. 
The undersigned, the Executive Committee of the Louisrille 
Anti-Gambling and Moral Trust Society^ in behalf of its officers 
and members, and pursuant to their resolution passed at its meeting 
on the 16th inst., tender to Mr. J. H. Green their, cordial and most 
grateful thanks for his timely, ardent, and very efficient labors in 
our city, within thts last ten days, in the cause of the anti-gambling 
reform. Already, by his efforts, have more than one thousand of 
those principally exposed to the vices and ruin incident to the prac- 
tice and passion of gambling, been induced to take the pledge and 
become members of the Society, and we take great pleasure in ask- 
ing for him the kindest reception wherever he may go to prose- 
cute these noble labors* 

Thos. J. Read, Chairman. 

J. T. Gray, Jr. 
George G. Fetter. 
Samuel K. Eichardsoh. 
W. N. Carter. 

5. A CARD. 

Louisville Journal, Feb, 19, 1844. 
The undersigned having witnessed Mr. Greenes exhibition of 
the frauds practiced by professional gamblers upon the unwary, 
have no hesitation in certifying to the importance of his dis- 
closures, and of the very salutary influence which must result to the 
community from their development. They feel persuaded it is 
only necessary to witness Mr. Green's illustrations of their foul 
practices to deter even the credulous from participating in any 
game with which a gambler may be connected. 

W. N. Carter, H. D. Newcokb, 

William Sinton, Henry Lazarus, 

J. D. Swift, John Joyes, 

A. THRooKHOUTOir, Egbert K. WhitBi 
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S. S. Kennedy, J. I. Jacob, Jr., 

N. Hatpon, Geo. D. Prentiob. 

W. N. HaldemaN) Henrt C. Pope, 

J. T. Gray, Jr., H. Bridges, 

H. W. Good, L. A. Pratt, 

Isaac Everett, Wm. Boggs, 

T. F. Vanmeter, Jno. R. Throckmorton, 

John M. Monohan, Samuel Bean, 

B. H. HoRNSBY, C. F. Vernon. 

6. A CARD. 

LouisvUle Journal^ March 3, 1844. 

Mr. Green — Sir — Being well apprised of your villainous de-v 
signs against our profession, we feel it a duty not only to the 
gambling fraternity, but to the public at large, to make them 
acquainted with you, by proving to them by some means that 
your motives are based upon rascality ; and no other intentions 
can, as a villian as you are, have in view. Sir, do you not 
remember that all gentlemen of our class held you at bay ? and 
can you mark out an instance in your life when you had dealings 
with any of them that you did not swindle them — yes, worse than 
steal from them ? This, sir, was one reason among many that 
made gentlemanly sportsmen despise you, and talk about you, and 
despise your name as they would naturally despise as d — d a vil- 
lain as you proved to be to them. You not only injured trade 
with them by transacting your villainies throughout the world, 
but afterwards turned traitor, and wish to redeem yourself at 
their expense — that is, you wish to satisfy the public, by your re- 
formation, that all gamblers are villains of the deepest dye ; and 
you make no difference in comparison from the sporting gentleman 
that plays the honorable game of ^^faro^^ alone, or the No. 4, as 
you style them, in your " Green on Gambling." Sir, I would 
wish you to understand our intentions towards you : if you stop 
where you are^ well and good for you, as many gentlemen of the 
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sporting fraternity haVe come to the conclusion that yon shall 
stop ; and you know they are honorable gentlemen, too ; and If 
they cannot convince you of the fact, they feel themselves justi- 
fiable in shooting you down as they would a dog. But, as they 
have learned, by yourself, that you are bound for the South, they, 
perhaps, will send a delegation along with you, whose duty it will 
be to feed you to the catfish. With these few compliments we 
leave you to reflect. 

Mant Sporting GenTlbmxn. 

ANSWEB. 

Having received the above communication from a set of men 
who style themselves " sporting gentlemen^'*^ I think it my duty as 
well as my privilege to make public its contents, as well as views 
respecting such communicationa Sporting gentlemen, as yon 
style yourselves, permit me to assure you that your intentions have 
miscarried. You flatter, greatly flatter yourselves if you think to 
intimidate me. You have assumed a name by which the pubUc 
may not know you. Black hearted murderers, midnight assassins, 
are names that suit the history of your fraternity, and the par- 
ticular and declared intentions of my skulking correspondents. 
No doubt *^ gentlemen,^^ your intentions are good to assassinate 
me ; and yOu would put your threats in execution did not yonr 
coward hearts shrink from your purpose. " Gentlemen,*' do not 
deceive yourselves, and think my career is at an end. I have at 
this time visited only Cincinnati and a small portion of Kentucky ; 
but I yet intend to expose your profession with unrelenting hand, 
from the frozen bosom of the North to the dew-dropping South, 
and purge the earth of such a wicked and abominable profession. 

'^ Gentlemen gamblers, let this sufiice. 

J. H. Grexn. 

P.S. — As I know not the persons who are immediately inter- 
ested in this communication, they will excuse me for addressing 
them through the medium of the public press, as this is the only 
way I can hope to address their vision, and to give their honan a 
better chance. — J. H. G. 
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7. A CARD. 

From St Louis Papers, March 18, 1844. 
St. Louis Anti-Gambling Societt. — In pursuance of a call of 
** many citizens,^' a meeting was held at the Court-house, on Monday 
the 18th instant, for the purpose of forming an ** Anti-Gambling So- 
ciety** in this city. This meeting being of a novel character, all 
the better part of the audience appeared to stand waiting for each 
other to make a move for a chairman to preside over the meeting. 
This did not suit the gamblers, and they tried to suppress the 
meeting by nominating men from their own ranks. The impu- 
dence here manifested by that fraternity to prevent the object for 
which the meeting was called, produced quite a sensation among 
the better portion of the citizens. Several calls having been 
made for a chairman by the citizens without effect, great excite- 
ment prevailed throughout the house, and many harsh epithets were 
bestowed upon Green by the " sporting" fraternity. The citizens 
then made a general call for Green, who came forward and took 
the stand, amidst a confusion of cheers and hisses. Mr. Green 
then called on the meeting to state to him, if they knew, the par- 
pose of so large a concourse of people. He was answered by 
many that it was for the purpose of suppressing gambling. Green 
then remarked that the citizens certainly had sufficient occasion to 
justify them in their laudible undertaking, that there was suffi- 
cient proof within hearing to satisfy any man of common sense. 
Here the speaker was interrupted by hisses, and a general 
cry to put the " night hawks" out (meaning the gamblers.) This 
seemed to quiet the matter, and a call for a chairman was made, 
which proved successful, in the selection of Mr. A. P. Ladew to 
the chair, and Hugh Miller, secretary ; the chairman, after restor- 
ing order, called upon Mr. Green to address the meeting, who 
commenced in a mild and easy manner ; stating that although there 
seemed to be some excitement prevailing among the citizens and a 
portion of his former companions, concerning the present meet^ 
ing, wherein the latter appeared very much displeased, he would 
wish them to understand that he had not visited St. Louis for the 
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purpose of fighting men bat their vices. Here the d— d lie was 
giyen by several different individuals, some of which moved at 
the same time towards the speaker, and several of the citizens 
made towards them, while others cried, " put them out, put them 
out," (meaning the gamblers.) Here the speaker requested the 
honest portion of the audience to be seated, and not let a set of 
villains alarm them in the least, so far as he, G., was concerned ; 
that he knew the party that was causing the disturbance ; they 
knew him ; and he knew that any of them would prefer stealing 
a well-lined pocket-book to that of drae:ging him, as they had 
threatened, from the stand. Here order appeared to be restored, 
when Mr. 6. gave a brief statement of his mission, and the pur- 
pose of the present meeting, when a motion was made and 
seconded for the formation of an Anti-Gambling Society. A 
committee was appointed to draft a constitution and to nominate 
officers. The following gentlemen were appointed — 

Oliver Quinett, 
W. E. Brush, 
R. M. Shreeve. 

The meeting here adjourned to meet at the Court House on the 
following evening, when it was called to order by the chairman. 
The secretary then read the report of the committee, and the con- 
stitution was adopted, and the following gentlemen were chosen 
officers for the ensuing year : 

Richard B. Dallam, President, 

A. P. Ladew, Vice-FresideffU. 

Richmond Curl, " 

V. Ellis, « 

Edmund Flagg, " 

Holmes H. West, " 

J. B. Crocket, ** 

John M. Wimer, *' 

Hugh Miller, Recording Secreta/rf. 
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ftccHARD M. Shinn, Corresponding Sec, 

Geo. a. Hill, " 

Albert Todd, " 

Samuel Knox, " 

Jesse Sethore, Executive Committee* 

Joseph S. Hill, " 

Martin Simons, " 

Oliver Quinett, Treaswrer. 

The meeting was then addressed hy Mr. Green, and the pledge 
was offered, and over two hundred names were taken. The meet- 
ing then adjo^yjl^) meet the next evening at the 4th Street 
Methodist ChiW^^ 

^ At the close of Mr. Green's lecture last evening, at the 4th 
Street Methodist Church, in hehalf of the St. Louis Anti-Gamh- 
ling Society, a warm feeling was generally expressed by his 
many attentive hearers, and one hundred and fifty came forward 
and signed the pledge, when the following resolution was offered, 
and a highly commendatory card presented — 

Resolved — That the thanks of &is meeting are hereby tendered 
to Mr. J. H. Green, for his efforts in the city of St. Louis in ex- 
posing the arts and practices of gambling, and in the formation 
of an Anti-Gambling Society of upwards gf two thousand mem- 
bers. 

Unanimously adopted by the meeting, April 2, 1844. 

Hugh Miller, Rec. Secretary, 

The following card was given to Mr. Green by the citizens of 
St. Louis : 

The undersigned having witnessed Mr. Green's exhibition of 
the fhiuds practised by professional gamblers upon the unwary, 
have no hesitation in certifying to the importance of his disclo- 
sures and the very salutary influence which must result to the 
community from their development, they feel persuaded it is only 
necessary to witness Mr. Green's illustrations of their foul prac- 
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tices, to deter erea the moet credulous from participating in anff 
ganu with which a gambler may be connected : 



J. B. Thomas, 
John C. Evans, 
Richmond J. Curl, 
Charles E. Allen, 
Charles Collins, 
Geo. E. Briokbtt, 
B,. S. Hiogins, 
Chas. Todd, 
Geo. H. Jones, 
Samuel B. Bullock, 
E. C. Eads, 
A. Hawlet, 
E. A. More, 
Moses Pervin, 
John Simmonds, 
James McDonough, 
Wm. H. Smith, 
J. Newhead, 
L. F. Buceer, 
C. J. Carpenter, 



A. Guelbreth, 
James Patterson, 
James Hise, 
G. B. Ingersoll, 
T. Campbell, 
James H. Malone, 
O. Ford, Jjbl, 
H. Rea, 
Jos. S.^|^^ 
J. B. CHrk^ 
John T. Latimer, 
Hugh Miller, 
Charles A. Walton, 
Charles D. Priddy, 
L. R. Conneur, 
Wm. Van Deventer, 
Albert Jones, 
A. P. Ladew, 
Oliver Quinett, 
David Moore. 



8. EDITORIAL. 
From a Baltimore Paper ^ May 10, 1844. 

Anti-Gambling Reform. — A reformed gambler, Mr. Green, 
has lately arrived in our city for the purpose of forming an Anti- 
Gambling Society, and exposing the frauds of gamblers : this we 
insider a laudable enterprise out of which great good must ulti- 
mately crown his labors. This subject cannot but possess interest 
for all, yet we think that if those who have been victimized 
in our city by gamblers could be collected in his lecture room, 
they would be far more interested than any others. Bowever, 
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this is not important. Mr. Green comes before the community a 
a repentent man, anxious to repair, as far as possible, the mischief 
which he, in company with others, has done 3 and he goes into 
the business of gaming, and minutely details all its frauds and 
devices, and shows what immense advantages the professional 
gamblers have, in every known game, over the unsuspecting, un- 
initiated, and excited player. It is said that no one can hear him 
for an hour, without being convinced that every gaming house is 
clearly, in the literal meaning of the word, a swindling shop — 
that the keeper, with his confederates, control the game with ease, 
winning or losing as they judge to be expedient. All this is made 
so clear, that the most infatuated man that ever held in his tremb- 
ling fingers a playing card, dice box, and staked upon the throw 
his last dollar, cannot entertain a doubt. Now, we are curious to 
know what influence these revelations of systematic fraud will 
have upon the many elegantly furnished gaming houses in 
this city. Do our readers know that some of these establishments 
are furnished in a style of royal magnificence; that upon the 
elaborately carved and gilded sideboards, the most costly wines 
are to be found ; that the supper tables vie with those of the Astor 
House, New York, and that all the ^Tipense necessary for the 
support of such a house, and for the enriching of its keepers, 
comes out of the pockets of the deluded men who rush to it to 
tempt again and again their ^^ficUe goddess— far luneJ^^ 

Well, it is so. These gamsters are dexterous pick-^pockets, who 
rob men to their face, as Mr. Green proves. Can it be that they 
will longer flourish ? Are there idiots enough in town to support 
a single faro table or roulette board ? Remember it is now an 
exposed system of cunning knavery — of robbery ; that no " good 
luck" need to be looked for ; that if you stake your money on a 
game of ckante^ you do it with the full assurance that you will 
be cheated. We hope that Mr. Green will meet with much en- 
couragement while in this city. 
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9. EDITORIAL. 

From the Baltimore Visitor^ May 16, 1844. 

RxroRMATORT MOVEMENTS. — Mr. Green continues, at suitable 
intervals, to urge the importance of his anti-gambling movements. 
He addressed the pupils of the Sabbath School attached to the 
Fifth Presbyterian Church, on Sunday, and also the inmates of 
our state prison. His address there was a very successful one, 
and the whQle scene interesting in the extreme. We had designed 
to describe it, but had forgot it until our space was more than fill- 
ed. We must, however, find room for the statement of a vote 
whidi Mr. Green was kindly allowed by the gentlemanly warden, 
A. J. W. Jackson, to put for the purpose of ascertaining, as far 
as might be, the comparative influence of the vices of intemperance 
and gambling, on the early career of the prisoners. The result 
was this : whole number of white prisoners present, 175; ad- 
dicted to gambling, 10 ; to intemperance, 18 ; to both, 38. Whole 
number of colored prisoners present, 85; addicted to gambling 
17 ; to intemperance, 14 ; to both vices, 12. 

The above comparison, so far as it went, fully confirmed our 
previous impressions as to the extent to which gambling of vari- 
ous grades is indulged in by the colored population. Let these 
facts serve as an awful and salutary warning to those, of what- 
ever color, yet enjoying that precious liberty of which their im-» 
prisoned brethren have been deprived, as the result of a life of 
•crimes thus commenced. 

10. EDITORIAL. 

From the National Intelligencer, May, 13th, 1844. 
Gambling. — It must be gratifying to every friend of morality 
and social order to know, in view of the horrible effects of gamb- 
ling and its destructive tendency, that a laudable attempt is now 
being made to organize a society on the pledge principle to lessen 
the number of gamblers, and to extinguish the spirit of gambling 
throughout the land. Mr. Green, known as the reformed gambler, 
is the prime mover of this noble and laudable work. His lecture 
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on Sabbath aflecnoon in Wesley Chapel, to the Sabbath school 
children and parents, was deeply interesting, and fraught with 
many valuable lessons to the Sabb&th school children as well as 
to the adults present. It is impossible to give any description of 
the solemn interest which pervaded throughout the audience dur- 
ing the whole of his remarks upon this awful vice, Mr. Green 
speaking from sad experience. He gives the profession which 
caused his ruin no quarters. He says they, who, like wheted 
vultures, stalk abroad clothed in broadcloth and fine linen 
throughout our city, faring sumptuously every day, though so 
bland and accomplished here, when they migrate south (if strait^ 
ened) are not a whit too good to turn counterfeiters and pick- 
pockets. 

While listening to this discourse, we could not help drawing a 
comparison between physical and moral courage. Some of the 
eliti youths of our day are ever ready to fight duels on slfght 
offences 3 but how few have the mora] courage to stand up before 
the world to rebuke any prevailing or secret vice like gambling. 
We hope that Mr. Green will receive (which he certainly de- 
serves) the support of all friendly to the suppression of vice. 
His appearance indicates that of a man possessing great physical 
and moral courage. We should judge he was about thirty years 
of age from the dates given occasionally in his lecture, but not of 
any indication of his looks or actions ] judging from them we 
should not have taken him to have been more than twenty-five ; 
he is a young reformer, but if he be honest (which we firmly 
believe he is) we wish him great success in his noble work of 
reform. 

n. EDITORIAL. 
Baltimore Paper. 
We have heretofore stated the result of an examination by a 
Mr. Green, into the practices of gamblers and the facility with 
which he enabled the gentlemen present to designate cards. Hap- 
pening to call at our office yesterday, we tested his knowledge of 
cards by their backs, by borrowing a few packs for his inspection. 



168 APPENDIX. 

He satisfied us in a few moments that no matter what pattern might 
be the figure on the back, he could assort and know them ; and 
he proved to us further, that the game of '* faro,'' at which the 
bank is supposed to have the advantage of about 15 per cent., 
can be so played by a person conversant with the marks of the 
cards as to render it next to impossible to win. We have always 
heard *' faro" pronounced a fair game, but Mr. Green convinced 
us that it is one of the most infamously cheating games that can 
be played ; and we therefore recommend to all admirers of this 
game, who feel incredulous in relation to the truth of our state* 
mients, to ca]l upon Mr. Green, who will satisfy them if they be 
possessed of common sense and honesty, that these are undeniable 
facts. 

We understand by Mr. Green that he will leave our city in a 
few days for New York, where he again will resume his liAors. 
We are sorry that Mr. Green had not formed a more general ac* 
quaintance in our city, that he might have brought his valuable 
labors into notice : this would not only have enabled our citizens 
to have known his moral worth, but done that which would have 
been their bounden duties to have done — assisted him in his pe- 
cuniary embarrassments. We wish him great success wherever 
he may go. 

12. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York Tribune^ Sept. 3, 1840. 
Thx Mysteries of Gambling. — Mr. J. H. Green, who has 
created considerable excitement in various parts of the country 
by his disclosures of the rascality practised by professional 
gamblers, in connection with certain manufacturers of cards, and 
other aiders and abettors in swindling, is now in the city, and we 
understand intends continuing his war upon the gamblers in what 
may appropriately be called their headquarters. We have been 
assured by persons whose official relations give them every op* 
portunity for knowing that the extent to which gambling is car- 
ried in this city, is perfectly appalling. The details of the scenes 
which are nightly enacted at the fashionable gambling houses, 
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wbere silly young men are seduced to their temporal and eternal, 
rnin, are indeed frightful ; and if anything can be done to intro- 
dace a general reform of this most deplorable rice, it will be a 
work not second in importance to society and the cause of virtue, 
to the great temperance reform itself. Although we have little 
doubt that the vision of justice, when turned in the direction of 
these rich and thriving establishments, is too often obscured or 
dazzled ; yet legal restraints, be they never so stringent or so 
thoroughly put in practice, are impotent to check the growth of 
the epidemic vices, such as intemperance, gambling and licentious- 
ness. Nothing but public opinion, acted upon by some great, irri- 
sistible moral force, as of aroused national virtue, can be of much 
real service here. 

Whether Mr, Green be the man qualified to set on foot and 
gaiAe aright this great Anti-Gambling Reform, we know not. We 
faope he is. From his own showing he has been pretty deeply 
involved in all its mysteries, and a sharer of its abominations. 
This, however, is nothing to his disadvantage, provided his repea- 
tance be sincere, and his determination now to repair his faults, by 
exposing the nefarious devices of gambling, ao that they may be 
avoided by the young and inexperienced, be earnestly carried ottt« 
The testimony of those who have become acquainted with Mr. 
Green in Louisville, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Baltimore, and other 
places, is altogether in his favor ; and we hope his eiforts here, 
should they be discovered to be of the right stamp, will be cheer- 
fally and efficiently seconded. 

13. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York Organ^ August 22, 1844. 
Gambling and its Kindred Vices. — The present is truly the 
age of moral reform, and we cannot but indulge the hope that the 
world is becoming better. A few years ago we heard but little 
flaid against slavery, or the slave trade — against the demoniac 
spirit of national warfare — against intemperance or licentiousness; 
but now we find the best men in the civilized world combined to- 
gether for the purpose of arresting the progress of these great 

8 



17D AnfHmz. 

national ayilB. Not only is this trae, but the spirit of relonn 
appears to be abroad over the world, perrading all nukks and cir- 
cles; and we hestitate not to say that the Washingtonian (ngan- 
ization has done more towards infusing and extending this spirit 
than any other event which has occurred during the present cen- 
tury. 

We have been led to these remarks by a desire to notiee the 
new and important moral movement just beginning to claim the 
attention of the public, and one whjch will stay the hand of the 
suicide, and dry dp a great fountain of tears, by arresting the pro- 
gress of a vice which has for centuries contributed to fill the 
world with crime and human misery. We allude to the anti- 
gambling movement commenced and carried forward by J. H« 
Green, the reformed gambler. 

The exposures made by this gentleman are beginning to clleate 
a sensation in this city, which will finally result in the suppres- 
sion of public gambling and the closing of the numerous hells 
with which this city abounds, and which, for years, have been 
exerting a powerful and pernicious influence upon the public 
morals, to say nothing of the disastrous effects of this vice upon 
private individuals, and upon honorable men in high and official 
stations, whose sudden fall has created so much astonishment. 

Men never gamble without the hope of winning; and if thi» 
hope is destroyed, the gaming table will be deserted, and the pro- 
fessional gamester compelled to earn his bread in some more 
honest way. We therefore hail this movement with joy, because 
the exp(»sures of Mr. Green destroys all hope of winning from 
professed gamblers; and when the public understand this matter, 
the business of the gamester must cease, for the want of victims 
10 feed upon. 

At the age of seven years death deprived Mr. Green of hia. 
mother, and his father being a victim of intemperance was inca- 
pable of rearing him correctly ; and thus, at an early i^e, he was 
thrown upon the world without a friend or adviser to keep him 
from the dangers which everywhere beset the path of the unsus- 
pecting youth. By a train of circumatances he became a pro- 
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fessed gambler, and being nataially smatt^ he soon excelled in his 
iirofession 5 and the fact that be has been engaged in the *^ mana- 
! acture of cards," and as snch in league with the most knowing 
jamblers in the United States, gave him a thorough and complete 
knowledge of the arts and mysteries of gaming, so that his pro* 
fessional experience, combined with a good intellect, and a fearless, 
noble, and generous nature, makes him, perhaps, the yery best 
man of all others for the enterprise he has undertaken. Although 
ciffcumstances made him a gambler, they did not entirely destroy 
his moral feelings; and when the Washingtonian movements 
burst upon the world, he saw the good that reformed drunkards 
were doing, and he at once resolved to abandon his profession and 
benefit the world by his experience as a gambler, which, while it 
was great pecuniary sacrifice, rolled from his heart a heavy bui^ 
then, which has been made still lighter by the glorious conso- 
lations of religion. 

When he resolved upon this course, he was in the city of Cin^ 
cinnati, where he made known his intentions. This was the, 
starting point ; and from that time to the present, (a period of one 
year,) Mr. Green has devoted himself exclusively to the cause*^ 
lias organized societies in Lexington, Louisville, Frankfort, Hai^ 
redsburg and Danville, Ky . ; Lawrenceburgh and Madison, la. ; 
St. Louis, Mo. ; and Baltimore, Md., and has received about 
20,000 names to his anti-gambling pledge. He is now about 
thirty years of age, and prepossessing in his appearance, unedu- 
cated, but of extraordinary natural talents, and is altogether a 
remarkable man, which is shadowed forth in all his acts and con- 
Tersation. We hope he will be sustained in this city, and that a 
society will be immediately organized, having for its object the 
entire suppression of gaming, by which the cause of temperance 
and good morals will be greatly benefitted. 

14. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York Organ, August 29, 1844. 
Ths Anti-Gambling Society. — The anti-gambling operations 
of Mr. Green in^^is city, are likely to be productive of great good. 



The ezpoBores of the Taricnifl tricks hy which gambleni lob Ihetf 
Tietims have been so clearJy demonstrated, that a number of gen- 
tlemen who played, and some of whom are mtniM large sums of 
money, hare resolved to forever abandon the gaming table. Dar« 
ing his lectures, Mr. Green exhibited some of the gambling im« 
plements used in the game of " faro,*' and which appeared per- 
fectly fair, bnt which were so artfully constructed that the 
gambler had entire control over the cards, so that he could make 
them win or lose as he pleased. He also explained the manner of 
manufacturing cards — showing that all, or nearly all cards are 
marked by the manufacturer, some of which were so strongly 
marked that he told the suit at the distance of twelve or fifteen 
feet by gaslight. One of the auditors, at the last lecture, passed 
Mr. 6. a pack of cards of the common star back, (just purchased 
of a dealer, who said he would bet #1,000 they could not be 
known by the backs,) which he read, face down, without the least 
hesitation or mistake. These facts have created a sensation here, 
which will result in the suppression of the vice in this city ; and 
as a commencement, a public meeting was held on Thursday 
evening last, at Clinton Hall, which was attended by a' large and 
iiighly respectable audience, and was one of the most spirited and 
interesting meetings we have attended for a long time. 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. J. R. S. Van Yleet, 
who addressed the house in a yerj animated and eloquent man- 
ner upon the evils of gaming, and* concluded by nominating our 
old friend, Sandy Welsh, as chairman, who, upon assuming the 
chair, made one of the best, most interesting, and effective ad- 
dresses we ever heard him make on any subject. Mr. Green fol- 
lowed, and his remarks riveted the attention of the audience, 
until he took his seat amid thunders of applause ; the following 
was adoped and signed by fifty gentlemen : 

" We do hereby pledge ourselves, as gentiemen, to abstain from 
every species of gambling or banking games, or other games of 
chance, for any purpose of gain or profit whatever.*' 

Among those who signed the pledge was a poor, broken-down, 
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miserable-lookiug man, and whose dress indicated extreme poTer- 
ty. As he took the pen to subscribe his name, he held up hit 
hand, obserying^ that he coald write with difficulty as he had lost 
a finger in a gambling row — that he had often lost more than Mty 
dollars a night, and that a passion for play had reduced him to 
poverty, and kept him there ; but that he would now sign the 
pledge, and keep away from the gaming-table. 

On Monday evening next there will be another meeting at Clin* 
ton Hall, which will be addressed by Mr. Green and others. We 
hope the ladies, as well as the gentlemen, will attend. A moei 
interesting meeting may be anticipated. 

16. EDITORIAL. 
New York Paper, Sept. 12, 1844. 

FOEMATION OF THE AnTI-G AMBLING SoCIETT. — On MOuday 

evening last a large audience again assembled at CL'nton Hall, to 
hear more of the secrets of the gaming house revealed, and to 
complete the organization of an Anti-Gambling Society. The 
meeting being called to order, Mr. Van Vleet reported a consti- 
tution for the government of the Society, which, with the pre* 
vious pledge, was unanimously adopted. 

The following gentlemen were nominated as candidates for the 
officers of the Society, all of whom were elected by acclamation : 

Alexander Welsh, President, 

R. L. Schefpelin, Vke President, 

Ald. Mott, " 9th Wa/rd. 

Assist. Ald. U. P» Ward, " Zrd Ward. 

Assist. Ald. Jaues Worn, " lOth Ward. 

J. R. S. Yan Vleet, Esq., Secretary. 

Joseph Willouohby, Esq., Treasurer. 

A. D. Wilson, M.D., Executive Committee* 

Prof. John Walsh, " 

Wm. Edmonds, ** 

G. Y. Johnston, ** 
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Mr. Welsh was then introduced to the audienee as President of 
the New York Anti-Gambling Society, amid enthusiastic cheers. 
He addressed the andience in his usual happy manner, relating 
several personal anecdotes illustrating the dangerous effects of 
gaming, and of associating with men who are in the habit of 
playing. 

He was followed by Mr. Green, the reformed gambler, who ad- 
dressed the meeting at some length, in his usual original and 
graphic style. In the course of his remarks he was particularly 
•erere upon the members of his old profession, charging them cttf, 
without discrimination, with being cheats^ and worse than high- 
way robbers ; because, said he, a robber comes up boldly and de- 
mands your purse, but the gambler insinuates himself into your 
confidence^ pretends to be a gentleman and your friend, and scorns 
the idea of cheating-— all of which he assumes, that he may the 
more easily rob you of the last dollar. 

He said that when he commenced playing he trusted to litek^ 
but soon found that to be a successful gambler he must cheat, and 
being an apt scholar, he now knew as much as his masters, and 
perhaps a little more. He earnestly entreated young men to keep 
away from gamblers and gambling rooms, because these men were 
bad associates ; and to play against them with the hope of win- 
ning, was perfectly ridiculous, as no novice can win unless the 
gambler pennits him. 

At the close^^f the meeting Mr. Van Vleet offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was passed with acclamation and cheers — 

'^Resolved — That the thanks of this Society, and of this 
audience, be hereby tendered to Mr. Green, for his visit to this 
city, and for his philanthropic efforts in endeavoring to suppress 
the vice of gambling.*^ 

Thus is a society formed for the suppression of gambling, 
at which we greatly rejoice -, and we feel assured that the gentle- 
men who are engaged in it will not cease their efforts until the 
laws of the State are sufficiently strong to close the hells in this 
city. 
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16. EDITORIAL. 
New York Paper , August 30, 1844. 
The Reformed Gamblsr, Green. — Mr. Green, the "Reformed 
Gambler,'* about whom we have heard $o much, is a fine, healthy* 
looking^, self-educated man. He followed gaming as a profession, 
for twelve years ; but about two years since he became convinced 
of the wickedness of his calling, and set to work and wrote his 
book exposing the " mysteries'' of all the various games played 
with cards, &c. He lectured at the. same time on the subject, and 
up to the present period has continued to do so without accepting 
any emoluments. He finds it necessary now, however, to ask an 
equivalent, such as he has a right to receive, for his services in 
the cause of virtue. He intends to give lectures to the people of 
this city — ^he means to form anti -gambling leagues among our 
youth, and rout the gamblers by destroying their prospects. They 
have, it was yesterday rumored, threatened his life. This we 
doubt. They will cheat and swindle ; but we do not think they 
will murder. That they would break up Mr. Greenes meetings, 
and inflict personal injuries of an unpleasant nature if they couldi 
is more than likely. The pious and well disposed of the commu* 
nity must, therefore, countenance Mr. Green, and support him in 
the performance of his arduous task. The authorities, and all 
disposed to advance the aims and views of moral reformers, must 
attend his lectures and protect him from annoyance. This is a 
matter of right and justice. In his lectures Mr. Green intends to 
idiow by what means gamesters fleece the uninitiated, and he will 
demonstrate, beyond a doubt, that no chance whatever exists for 
the novice to win, however good a player he may be. The ma- 
kers of cards are leagued with the gamesters. Every card has a 
miffk known only to the manufacturers and the professional knaves 
who live by gambling. We certainly think Mr. Green will spoil 
all *' sport" in this quarter. 

17. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York Herald. 
FxiA&x-up jkMONo TBE GijiBXJiSjs. — ^Th^ lectuies oi Mr. Giee&i 
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he reformed gambler, have raised a hornet's nest about his ears. 
We are infoimed that the sporting gentlemen intend to put him 
down, stop his mouth, or silence him ip some way. The follow- 
ing correspondence has been handed us for publication : 

ANONTMOUS LETTER 

addressed to Mr. Green by the "honorable^' fraternity of "sport- 
ing gentlemen." 

New York, Sept. 7, 1844. 
J. H. GsxxN — Sir — ^An old adage we here see proper to use* 
that a * hint to the wise is sufficient without a kick.' Sir, we 
wish to inforiQ yon that your intentions to prevent a class of gen- 
tlemen from amusing themselves, and accommodating others who 
may think proper to call on them, are of too low a character to 
be beliered or sustained by an observing community. We feel 
inclined to deal plainly, although you will excuse the liberty wo 
have taken to deal with you in a manner not altogether as open 
.and frank as we would think proper to, providing you were suffi- 
ciently respectable for gentlemen of honor to notice as their cchq- 
petitor, being on an equality with them ; and plain advice you 
perhaps will find in this case to suit you. The game of " far6* 
you pronounce worse than highway robbery. Sir, such asser- 
tions are ridiculous to set forth among men of honor, and will not 
be submitted to. We admit that the game, although based upon 
high-minded principles, has been abused, and, in fact, by many 
States declared worthy of penal conviction. Yet we never fear as 
long as the noble principles of the game can be set forth, but what 
they will be sustained as they are at the present day in this great 
empire city. By whom has this game lost its reputation ? We 
will inform you, not but what you already understand. It, sir* 
has by no other class of men than that which you belonged to— 
which were no other than what might be termed strolling faro 
dealers and midnight assassins, that can only boast of scars and 
difficulties of a dishonest kind. You must know that the New 
York sporting men are not so low and contemptible, nor will their 
friends who know them of old allow the supposition to rest, that 
the sporting gentlemen with whom they have long amused them- 
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selves, shall, by one who, in all probability, does know and has 
practiced these yillanies, which he asserts are played, to be placed 
upon an equality. No, sir. We who sport have a reputation not 
to be shaken by such an unprincipled villain as you have proved 
yourself to be to the honorable sporting gentlemen ; and as for 
the repectable rooms in our city, you will understand there are 
many of ancient date, which have ever been sustained by honor- 
able citizens ; and, sir, you may well suppose what will be the 
consequence if you undertake or insinuate anything against their 
honorable occupants. Your braggadocia manner of expressing 
yourself will, perhaps, not cover the deeds of darkness and vil* 
lainy which you have ever kept concealed by intrigue. There 
are sporting gentlemen whom you have put confidence in, who 
are now in our city, and wish to carry out principles of honor so 
far as secrecy is concerned, unless forced to expose you by your 
villainous conduct towards our profession. Sir, let this suffice. 

Many Sportiko Gentlxmxn, 
To J. H. Green. and also residents of this city. 

ANSWXR. 

The above is one of a number of anonymous communications I 
have received from the gambling fraternity since I deserted their 
ranks, and commenced exposing the systematic villainies by which 
they have successfully plundered every community where they 
could get a foothold. Somes of these missives implore me to 
stop, and not to ruin a business by which so many are now gain- 
ing a livelihood ; others threaten personal chastisement, ai\d even 
broadly hint at assassination } and within a few days, some of the 
desperadoes, whose business I have greatly alSected, have openly 
manifested a disposition to attack me publicly in the streets. To 
all this I have but a few words to say. As a gambler, I exerted 
a pernicious influence in society, but having seen the error of my 
ways, and deeply repented, I am now making the only restitution 
in my power — ^that of endeavoring to exterminate the gambling 
race, by exposing the tricks of their profession, by which alone 
they live ; and I shall not cease my exposures, should God spare 
my life, until I induce the legislature of each State to enact laws 

8* 
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sufficient for the entire suppression of the vice of ^^amblin^. 
Such being my purift)Be, I shall persevere despite every annoy* 
ance the ** ktmorMe gentlemen'^ may see proper to inflict 

J. H. Greek. 

18. EDITORIAL. 

Boston Mail, Sept. 15, 1844. 

We areliappy to state that Mr. Green's operations in oar city 
have thus far met with the hearty approbation of the good citizens 
of this metropolis. On Friday evening of last week, he gave his 
first lecture at the Marlboro* Chapel, to a very respectable and in* 
telligent auditory. He also delivered an address before the 
Washingtonians, «t their hall, on Sunday evening, on the subject 
of temperance, and again lectured at the Marlboro* Chapel, on 
Monday evening. His speech, at the Washingtonian Hall, is 
highly spoken of by those who heard him, not as a specimen of 
oratory, but as being of that nature which is calculated to do 
much good. 

After Mr. Green had finished his first lecture at the Marlboro* 
Chapel, a large number of gentlemen waited upon him with a re- 
quest that he would test in their presence his knowledge of cards 
by the private marks upon their backs, and his power, by the 
numerous other tricks known to professed gamblers. One of the 
gentlemen sent out for a new pack of cards. They were brought 
in, and the maker's name upon the wrapper was printed Krehore. 
They were laid with their faces down upon a table. One of the 
company then took the cards from the pile singly, showing to 
another the faces of such cards as Mr. Green requested him to do, 
Mr. G. only seeing the backs. A minute was made of such cards 
as was selected, and after the whole pack had thus been gone 
through, they were shuffled, when Mr. Green, from the backs 
alone, selected every one that had thus been minuted, eighteen in 
number. He then told the names of the whole fifty-two cards by 
the backs alone. 

Mr. Green, for the purpose of showing the overwhelming ad- 
vantages which tt professed gambler or ^* patent*^ man has over dl 
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otliers by marked cards, ^ palining^^ stealing cards, false shuffling, 
dealing from the bottom, slipping the cut on top, *' stocking'^ the 
cards, illustrated his skill by playing a game or two. In the 
game of ^* brag" Mr. Green dealt out the number of hands requi- 
site for imaginary players, and stated to the company which hands 
should haye the advantage cards. In every instance it was as he 
wished, and had there been any playing that particular hand must 
have beaten every other. In "ail fours,^* or the game of ^ old 
sledge,'^ as It is called, he Illustrated the frauds which the ^* patent 
gentry^ have over those who play depending on their own judg- 
ment. Mr. Green dealt two hands— one for himself, the other 
for an imaginary partner; although the dealing was quick as 
thought, his antagonist had all the game cards, while he held 
everything, and turned a Jack. In case he should beg, said Mr. 
6., which he would surely do on such a hand, I will d«al three 
more. He did so, and turned another Jack ; and having all the 
trump cards in his own hand, he must ha?e got the game. 

The exhibition was truly amusing, and showed conclmively 
the dreadful frauds of gamblers, and the inevitable ruin which 
mast ensue to all who indulge in the vice. 

19. EDITORIAL. 

From the Boston Ifaily Mail^ Sept, 30^ 1844. 

Anti-Gambling Society. — ^On Saturday evening, agreeably to 
previous notice, a public meeting was held at the Marlboro' Chape]* 
for the pu^ose of forming an Anti-Grambling Society, Mr. J. H. 
@reen, the reformed gambler, called the meeting to order, when 
Mr. Moses Mellen was chosen chairman, and Capt. G. W. Tay- 
lor, secretary. 

Mr. J. H. Green was then called upon by the chair to address 
the meeting, which he did in his own quiet, yet truthful and con- 
vincing way. He spoke of the formation of the first Anti-Gamb- 
lijQg Society in Cincinnati, and of the exertions of that noble 
philanthropist, George Redding. He also spoke highly of the 
Baltimore movement, and of the independent and high-minded 
conrse of Dr. Snodgrass and A. Hyam, in sustaining it He next 
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lektad a heart-rending story of the min of a foang man from tiiia 
citjonicinity, who had been made the rictim of gamblers. 

Deacon Moses Grant next addressed the chair in relation to the 
yery important and fearless step which Mr. Green had taken, and 
the zeal he manifested in carrying out his measures against the 
rice of gambling. The reformer, he remarked, possessed not 
wealth or eloquence, but he was endently actuated by an honest 
purpose, and ought to be sustained by all who had the well being 
of the community at heart. 

Mr. F. R. Woodward then proposed the following resolutionfli 
which were unanimously adopted. 

JZeso/vftf— That the thanks of this community are due Mr. 
Qnen for his efforts to suppress the rice of gambling, by on- 
maaking its secrets. 

Resolved — ^That by calling public attention to the extent of 
gambling in this city, he has conferred upon us lasting benefits. 

jReso/twd— That we will indiyidually and collectirely sustain Mr. 
Green in his efforts to do away with the yice of gambling. 

The Anti-Gambling Pledge was offered several times in the 
course of the eyening, and was finally returned with fifty-eight 
signatures. 

Pledge. — We, whose names are hereunto annexed, desirous of 
forming a society for our mutual benefit, and to gpiard against a 
pernicious practice, which is alike injurious to ourselyes and 
families, and prejudicial to the moral and political institutions of 
our country, do pledge ourselyes, as ladies and gentlemen, to ab- 
stain from eyery species of gambling or banking games, or games 
of chance, for any purpose of gain or profit whateyer. 

It was then moyed that a committee of three should be appoint- 
ed by the meeing to draft a constitution to goyem the society, and 
nominate officers to be elected at the next adjourned meeting. 
The following gentlemen were appointed for said conmiittee :- 

Me. Moses Grant, Chairnum of Com. 
Me. Moses Mellen, 
Capt. G. W. Tati.o», 
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Air. Green then asked the privilege of adding one to the abora^ 
"which was granted. 

Mr. F. R. WooDWABD was then proposed and accepted. 

Mr. Grant moved that the secretary be instructed to famish a 
copy of the proceedings to the city papers. 

The meeting adjoorned to assemble again on Saturday eTeniag 
next. 

20. EDITORIAL. 

Formation of the Boston Anti-Gambling Socistt. — At an 
adjourned meeting of the Boston Anti-Gambling and Moral Trust 
Society, held Oct. 5th, at Hall No. 2, Tremont Temple, a consti- 
tution was adopted, and the following persons were unanimously 
elected for the ensuing year : 

Moses Grant, President. 
MosES Mellen, Vtu-FruideiU. 
R. W. Bailt, « 

H. A. NoREis, ** 

F. R. Woodward, ** 
C. Basset, " 

A. K. AJjI^eNj Recording Secreta/ry, 
Wm. B. Fowle, Corresponding See. 
Henrt Plimpton, EzecuHve CommiUee. 
E. S. Price, " 

John Augustis, " 

J. R. Jordan, " 

The meeting was then ably addressed by Samuel Ellis, J. H. 
Green, and Mr. Grore — the latter a man who has been victimized 
by the Boston gamblers, but is now a reformed man. He will ad- 
dress the meeting on Tuesday evening at the Tremont Temple. 
The meeting adjourned to this evening. 

21. EDITORIAL. 

Boston Post^ Oct. 24, 1844. 
The Marlboro^ Chapel was crowded last evening at an early 
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boar, and large nnmben were unable to get in. It was a moat in- 
teresting meeting, opened with prajer, and condacted with the 
utmost solemnity throughout. There was also singing by Prof. 
Woodbury and choir ; he also sung with fine effect *' The Gamb- 
ler's Wife." Addresses were made by Dr. Jewett, M. Grant, J. B. 
Gough, Mr. Green, and Rey. £. Hi Chapin, tending to show the 
extent and iniquity of gambling and intemperance in this dtyi 
and the intimate connection there is between these vices. Mr. 
Chapin argued that the sale of marked cards was as bad as that 
of intoxicating drinks, both being the means of great iniquity. 

A Tery touching letter was read from an orphan sister of a 
young man ruined by gaming, whose parents both died with grief, 
occasioned by his bad habits, but who has now taken the pledge ; 
and to show her gratitude, though in humble circumstances, she 
enclosed two dollars for Mr. Green. The feeling on this subject 
is increasing ; for such developments as hhve been made astound 
those who have heard them, and it is to be hoped will result in 
great good to the young men of our city. 

13. EDITORIAL. 

Boston Post, October 31, 1844. 

Gamblimo and DaiNXiNO. — The Marlboro' chapel was crowded 
on Sunday evening last to listen to the ^^ Reformed Gambler," Mr. 
J. H. Green, and the eloquent Washingtonians. Deacon Gran^ 
Dr. Jewett, J. H. Green, Mr. Gough, and £. H. Chapin made ad- 
dresses, and Prof. Woodbury sung the "Gambler's Wife" to a 
great acceptance. The speakers were eloquent, and the audience 
were with difficulty prevented from breaking out into enthusiastic 
applause. Gratifying results have already attended Mr. Green's 
labors — ^young men ot this city have broke themselves from the 
diains of this monster — ^habit, and some will labor, after the 
Washingtonian manner, to put down gambling. 

Undoubtedly this vice prevails to a great extent in this city and 
Ticinity, in hovels as well as saloons — ^with the dollar-a-day la- 
borer, as well as the extensive, merchant. What can better open 
Ibe ayes of A» ma»j who frequent tii^se g«mbliog d^na than a 
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bold exposition of the gamblers cheats 1 Mr. Green exposes 
these boldly. He is able to convince the amateur gambler that he 
stands no chance whatever with the gambler by profession — the 
^ villian who robs by slight of hand in preference to the mouth of 
the pistol. The iniquity of the latter is almost incredible. Mr. 
Green understands perfectly its depths, and ever has his weapons. 
He can satisfy the most incredulous of the deep damnation of the 
gambler's deeds. But this is not all. Mr. Green's statements im- 
plicate card makers. If he is to be credited, the cards in the mar- 
ket have private marks, greater or less in number according to the 
games they are intended for. These are placed there by the manu- 
facturer, and are of such a character as unquestionably to stamp 
design upon them, and are no arranged that practised eyes can tell at 
a glance suits and spots by looking at the backs as well as by the 
face. With this fact before him, the respectable player (if the 
term is not a paradox) who falls in with these business gamblers, 
can see that there is absolutely no chance for him. But this is 
not all. The tricks, slight-of-hand, in gambling are legioh. Mr. 
Green exposes these with the skill of a Poller, or Signor Blitz. 

To those we doubt we say, go and hear him. If you doubt stilly 
call on him in private with packs of cards in your hand fresh from 
the stores. Hear his story through and give him a God-speed in 
the good work of opening the eyes of the community to the evils of 
gambling. 

22. The " Anti-Gamblino Society" meeting on Thursday 
evening, Nov. 16th, in Faneuil Hail was a triumphant one. Dea- 
con Grant, President, presiding. The hall was well-fiUed — ^we no- 
ticed in the crowd some of the regular " cut-throat" gentry, and a 
somewhat rowdy disposition was manifested among them, but we 
presume that they discovered that they would be taken care of, and 
their mothers fully informed that they had been outy and were 
speedily taken tn, and concluded that discretion was the better part 
of valor. 

A person in the crowd by the name of Ashton, said he had a 
pack of cards, which were of foreign manufacture, and had neror 
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been opened in this country, and if Mr. Green would, without 
running through the pack first, tell the cards by their backs, he 
would be satisfied. Green took the cards, and at once proceeded 
to read by the marks on the backSf the faces of the cards. The pro- 
ducer of the pack, after some thirty, cards had been told, declared 
he was perfectly satisfied that Mr. Green understood his business. 

Considerable fluttering now-a-days among the stool-pigeons- 
Green shoots close, and has within a few weeks bagged a sportsman^ 
who wiU publicly gire his experience in a few days. 

Ashton, after this plain exposition published the following card. 
£. y. Ashton & Co., Washington street, have English playing 
cards, which are not marked, and the faces of which no one can 
tell by looking at their backs. This has been tested thoroughly, 
they are a beautiful article. 

23. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York Organ, Jan, 27, 1845. 

Tbk Ahti-Gamblino Enterprise. — ^Mr. J. U. Green, the Be- 
formed Gambler, addressed the large meeting at the Broadway Ta- 
bernacle on Monday eyening last, being for the benefit of the 
Boston Quartette Club ; on which occasion he exhibited some of 
the tricks and Tillany practised by the gambler. In the course of 
his remarks, he stated that there were persons connected with our 
police, who for a doQar would guide strangers to the different gam- 
bling establishments which infest this city. 

On Tuesday evening Mr. Green had a meeting at Clinton Hall, 
where he made farther developments as to the mode pursued by 
the light-fingered gentry to swindle unsuspecting men out of their 
money. lie stated that places in this city kept persons employed 
to '* rope in^' strangers, if they manifest no desire to play, they 
are invited to supper — wine and segars are in abundance. Thus 
they are drawn into the game of faro, and seldom go away with- 
out getting filched. In New Orleans, last year, forty gamblers 
were sent to the penitentiary for playing faro. A change of the 
law in relation to gambling is loudly called for~HU at present they 
only serve as a lieense. 
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Mr. Welsh also made some forcible remarks, urging the people 
to enlist in this movement. He stated that he knew gentlemen in 
Wall street who lived iu great style and made large pretensions to 
respectability; who were in the habit of robbing by playing with 
marked cards. 

We see by the New England Washingtonian that a Ladies' 
Anti-Gambling and Total Abstinence Society has been oiganized 
in Boston. This it is thought will prove a valuable auxiliary to 
the cause, by affording assistance to those families who have suf- 
fered from the prevalence of these vices. 

Mr. Green proposes to spend some time in the city, and any let- 
ters addressed to him at the Croton Hotel will be attended to. His 
expositions will do more to^ prevent gambling than any means 
heretofore used. 

24. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York TnbwM, 

Mr. Grxxn, the Reformxd Gambler. — We had the pleasure 
yesterday of visiting Mr. Green, who is well known by the title 
of the " Reformed Gambler," and of witnessing *^ some tricks at 
cards," not displayed on account of the dexterity required to play 
them, but to show the most extraordinar}* power professed gam* 
biers have over those unfortunate men who are led into this 
wretched vice. What was still more remarkable, Mr. Green 
showed to those present, including Hon. Aaron Clark, Alderman 
Hoxie, Mr. Purvyance, from Baltimore, and other gentlemen, that 
playing cards are undoubtedly marked, not only in suit, but in size. 
He exhibited seven distinct packs of cards, on each of which he 
could tell any card, including a pack not printed on the back ; npt 
only could tell them, but showed the persSns present how to ef- 
fect this themselves. 

In the city of New York, at this very hour, there are some forty 
faro and roulette establishments — ^regularly visited by ptoftited 
gamblers^ of whom there are at least twenty-five hundred here, and 
by their dupes, men of the best families, and who might have been 
of the best characters, if public attention had been drawn to the 
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extent of this Tiee, and the means of its reform. Mr. Green 
proTed satisfactorily that faro is, of all games, that in which the 
gamhier has the greatest advantage over his deluded victim ; he 
also showed conclusively that the roulette table is a mere mecha- 
nical contrivance, by which the owner can win anybody's money 
who will play with him. 

These facts, we believe, will be new to many. All know some . 
something about gambling ; they have heard the word ; they have 
heard about the insanity of play, and how many noble spirits have 
been made mere wrecks on their voyvage over the sea of life, by en- 
tering into tiiis pernicious practice. This is what they have not 
heard, that al) cards which gamblers use are marked, that by 
many tricks which require years of study and practice to effect, 
the victim is completely, utterly beyond all hope, under the thumb 
of the gambler, to be cheated, to be defrauded as regularly as the 
movements of the hand in the game. Let all those who have sons 
just entering into life, at the age when they begin to take care of 
themselves, let them examine into this matter for themselves. 

We were perfectly astonished ourselves, those gentlemen who 
were present were confoundedj several of them men of great ex- 
perience and judgment, when they saw the complete power of the 
gambler over his victim. It was something as unexpected as it 
was deeply, sadly, to be deplored. 

Knowing then, this fact, knowing the temptations which ' exist, 
how gambling-houses are connected with dram-shops^ and^ow 
one vice leads directly to the other, knowing, in fact, that gam- 
bling is, of all vices, at once the most tempting and the most dan- 
gerous, the question arises, how shall it be put down ? Mr. 
Green has answered this question. With a moral courage which 
reflects every honor on* his heart, and a perseverence that must 
command the respect of all, he has come forward to expose the 
whole art of gambling, to narrate his own experience, and to ask 
a moral and enlightened community to sustain him in this philan- 
thropic effort. In Cincinnati, in Boston, and wherever he has 
been he has secured the sympathy of the best portion of the com- 
munity, and has been the means of rescuing thousands from the 
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dread fascinations of this modern Circe. Mr. Green is lecturing on 
this subject amongst us. We trust he will receiye, as he merits, 
the countenance of the community. His aim is excellent, and he 
should be generously encouraged. 

25. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York Broadwiy Jowmd^ March 1, 1845. 

Gambling by Edgar A. Pox. — Of the eyils of gambling it is 
needless to say a word. AH the world is agreed that it is one of 
the most disastrous of vices, surpassed, perhaps, in the deplorable 
character of its results, by drunkenness alone. The crusade 
waged against the latter, found its most effective weapon, not in 
dissertation on the iniquity, but in exposition of the physical ill. 
Men who listened to sermons on intemperance, as to matters that 
might or might not be worth thinking about at some future inde- 
finite day, were startled at once into good resolves by a simple in- 
spection of the coats of a drunkard^s stomach. The books and 
lectures of Mr. J. H. Green, the refopied gambler, are, upon the 
upon the same principle, the most effective remedies for the vice 
he is endeavoring to overthrow. It is all very well to say in our 
pulpits, ** do not gamble, for it is a heinous sin f^ but it is far bet- 
ter to demonstrate to the public satisfaction that the man who gam- 
bles, without being himself a sharper, is at the absolute mercy of 
those who are. Let it be once clearly shown that there is really 
no chance in the matter, and that all is, an absolute certainty in 
favor of the swindler by profession, and we put an end to gamb- 
ling in general by removing the inducement to gamble. 

Now, Mr. Green proves all this in a manner which must satisfy 
the most incredulous. In his books he gives a full exposition of 
the various rogueries practiced by the gambling fraternity ; and 
the man who reads these books and gambles in any shape again, 
is little better than an idiot. But more than this : Mr. Green will 
h^ive no objection to convince any one who may feel interested — 
to convince him by ocular demonstration of the absolute mastery 
held by the gambler over his victim. He will show that he (Mr, 

Green) can tell any card by the ordinary marks on its bdick ; that 
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itisin hia power, in dealing, to gire himself a hand to suit his own 
purposes ; in short, that in all games at cards, what his opponent 
shall win or lose is entirely at the option of himself (Mr. Green.) 
He will show, also, the deceptive mechanism of the faro-hoxes 
and roulette-tables, and explain in the clearest and most irrefu- 
table manner, that the usual system of lottery drawing is only a 
more compreheosive method of picking the public pocket 

Now, we maintain that the press has the victory over this vice 
within its own hands. If Mr. Green /at/5, the press only is re- 
sponsible. He has done his part with a courage, with an unflinch* 
ing resolution, to be estimated by those alone who have oppor- 
tunities of knowing the desperate animosity of the class whose 
piofession is thus to be overthrown. If the press now come to 
his aid — ^if it give publicity to his effwts, gambling will be more 
thoroughly suppressed than ever has been intemperance through 
the exertions of its opponents. It may be said Mr. Green's object 
is merely to make money. And what then ? We have nothing 
to do with hia private object; nor will the public object be one 
iota the less attained because, in attaining it, the public puts 
money in the pocket of Mr. Green. He has been at much trouble, 
and encountered great danger, in effecting a purpose which cannot 
fail of being highly advantageous to mankind. He has labored, 
and is worthy of his hire. This, altogether independently of 
his immediate motives, which, nevertheless, we believe to be com- 
mendable. He seems actuated by a sincere desire to render the 
public a service, and by a ,very profound, and certainly a very 
natural disgust to the fraternity he has abandoned. We call, thtn* 
fure^ upon our brethren of the press to aid Mr. Green in his efforts. 
His books are "Gambling Unmasked,'' «<The Arts and Miseries 
of Gambling," and " The Gamblers Mirror"^the latter a serial 
work, of which only the first number is as yet issued. They are 
to be obtained of all booksellers. 

Independently of their value, as affording not only very full, 
but the sole existing expositions of all the arte of the blackly, 
these publications have the merit of presenting numerous vivid 
pictures of the wretchedness wrought by the vice in queotioa. 



Thtm pictares are clearly from Bature—from life. They bear 
with them distinct internal evidence of their truth. The volnmea 
hare often, too, a lese painful interest, and are sometimes exceed- 
ingly amusing. 

But there is a gambling principle which lies deeper than the 
plummet of Mr. Green's experience has sounded, and which re- 
quires exposure by some stronger hand. There are other gam- 
blers than those who shuffle cards and rattle dice. Nine tenths of 
our leading politicians are gamblers, who make a business of calcu- 
lating the chances of success in nominating men for office, and 
then bet and speculate accordingly — not always for the love of 
money, the love of power or of office, but from the love of ex- 
citement : never, however, from the love of good principles. A 
Tery great part of our politicians gamble in more ways than 
politics. Wall street operators are nearly all gamblers. The 
subject is too notorious to require more than a hint ; but if any 
one would like to see the gambling principle in full play, he may 
find as perfect a development of it among the outside brokers of 
Wall street, who cluster about the doors of the Exchange just 
after the adjournment of the ^^ board," as can be witnessed at any 
of the hells in London or Paris. Merchants are generally 
strongly imbued with gambling propensities ; there are 
but few mercantile adventures which are not undertaken in a 
gambling spirit. One of the chief causes which influenced the 
legislature in abolishing lotteries, was the frequent development 
of frauds committed by fiduciary gents to cover their losses in 
lottery gambling. But such frauds were not diminished in the 
slightest degree by the abolition of lotteries. Gambling was 
never carried to such an extent as in 1836^ when the whole nation^ 
from the priest in the pulpit to the President in Washington gam* 
bM in land. There are many innocent people in New York, 
who read with great horror accounts of gambling in Paris, New 
Orleans, and London, and are quite familiar with Crockford's and 
other houses in St. James'S) who never dream that they daily 
v^'alk in the shadow of hells quite as brilliant and quite as black 
as any in those cities. YouQg gen t lemen are eaticed to such 



plices at irst by a gratuitoas sapper, when 
table are spread in lavish profusioii, and afterwards they are drawn 
into the alluring maelstrom by hope of gain and a lore of excit»> 
ment, or some other similar motive. 

Excitement of some kind all men (excepting only a few human 
sloths) require, and they will seek it as they will food-*— without 
any thought of consequences. The chief aim of the refonn 
must be, to give this love of excitement a proper direction. Mr. 
Green is, himself, doubtless, as favoiable an illustration of our 
principle as could be afforded. If his motive could be strictly 
analysed, we have not a dpubt that it would be found that his for* 
mer gambling, and his present exposures of the acts of the gam- 
bler, result from one cause. It is for this reason that the greatest 
■ianera always make the greatest saints, as 8t. Paul and others. 

26. EDITORIAL. 

From the Albany Etfening Journal, 
Mr. J. H. Green, the reformed gambler, has been spending a 
few days in this city and vicinity, and by his lectures and illus- 
trations has been exposing the arts and frauds of the gambling 
fraternity. For twelve years he was an accomplice and a victim 
with them ; and it would be very strange if, in that time, he had 
not become familiar with their frauds. For a few years past he 
has proved himself to be a reformed man, and has been engaged 
to prevent, or rescue others, from the vortex of crime into which 
he had been drawn. Although he has been apparently single- 
handed in undertaking this work, he has not labored in vain. 
Some who were well nigh ruined, have been reformed, and newly 
80,000 have been induced by him to sign the Anti-Gambling 
Pledge. The writer of this, with a few friends, by special invi- 
tation, were permitted, more privately than in the public lecture* 
room, to witness Mr. Green as he exhiKted some of the common 
frauds practiced by the adept gambler. . 

I cannot, of course, describe the manner of these frauds : bat 
on my mind, and, I doubt not, on the minds of all that were pre- 
sent, they produced the convictioa that4he bird in the fowler's 



APPfiNCIi. 19.1 

hand is not more sorely a victim than is he who ventures to con* 
tend with the practiced gambler. I am not one of that number 
wlio believe that every change is necessarily a reformation. But 
I am convinced that the extent and evil of gambling, in its vari* 
ous forms in the land, demand an extensive and thorough refor- 
mation. It may be truly said that the danger from this vice is 
eminently in the apparent simplicity and innocence of the surface, 
but deep, complicated wickedness of the interior. A man with 
little experience may gamble, but it requires long practice ftnd ex- 
perience to become an adept. Like ail the roads that lead to ruin, 
it is progressive. It is the honest man, in the social circle, that 
begins 3 but it is the rogue, surrounded by all the arts and ma* 
chinery of his den, that concludes. Many may think that this 
practice can effect but little the character and prosperity of this 
country ; that it is confined alike in practice and result to the 
secret gaming-room, or the popular card party. But the laws of 
mind and the power of habit will have changed, if, to the same 
extent in which gambling is there practiced, it^does not affect the 
political, social, pecuniary, and religious interests of the land. The 
politician that gambles, receives by it the virus that affects his 
whole political constitution. It will not only incline him to bet 
on elections, but to determine the policy of his country by the 
throw of the dice, or the turn of a card ; his principles, if he have 
any, are the success of a party game. The business man who 
gambles, by the spirit that induces him to stake his money at the 
card-table, will be led, in hope of success, to hazard ail he has in 
doubtful speculations in trade ; and the same influence that dis- 
posed him to intrigue in gambling, will incline him to repudiate, to 
false pretence, to defalcation and to perjury. 

Gambling must make men skeptics. The very basis of it is 
fraad or chance ', and he who adopts either of these in heart or 
theory, must be disposed to skepticism. 

Some have feared, from mistaken notions, we think, lest the 
exposure of the vice to community, should lead more to the prac- 
tice of it than it would reform. To this we need only answer, 
that if the objection is good, the Bible, that so plainly exposes ail 
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Buuiner of lin, and to which we are indebted for our morality, be* 
comes a book of questionable benefit to community. If this ob- 
jection has force, we hare no hope of reformation from evil until 
wickedness reforms itself, and virtue yields herself to dreams. 

27. EDITORIAL. 

From the New York BaptUt Register^ Uttea^ 1845. 

Thx BxroRMXD Gambler. — Mr. J. H. Green, the reformed 
gambler, has been lecturing in Utica for several evenings, and all 
that the papers at the east have said of him has been fully sus- 
tained. He is manifestly sincere — a man truly reformed, and, we 
trust, by the grace of God } and as twelve years of his life have 
been devoted to the dreadful vice of gambling, he is resolved now 
to make all the reparation he can for the mischief he has done to 
society, by showing its enormities and warning those not con- 
finned in the viJlany to abandon it, and as far as possible to guard 
the rising generation against its influence, and preserve them 
from the ruin of morals, of character, and property, its practice 
entails. 

Mr. Green is a young man of superior native abilities, and 
though without early advantages, gives his thoughts with clear- 
nessand force, and to the full satisfaction of bis audience. Hav- 
ing been f6r the long period of twelve years just mentioned, en- 
gaged in gambling, and six of it also in the manufacture of cards^ 
and possessing a keen discriminating mind, his proficiency in the 
science of villany has been equalled by very few. Though he 
says there are those altogether his superiors, the dexterity and 
skill he exhibits^ leads one to exclaim — wbat, indeed, must be the 
extent of depredations committed by men of keener practice than 
himself ! He evinces the utmost frankness and candor in the con- 
fession of his wickedness in the practice of deception and 
cheating, in every way that his artifice could lead him ; and he 
makes not the shadow of an effort to palliate or excuse his con- 
duct. He avows himself to have been as bad a man as could be — 
a cheat and a thief, as hard-hearted as a stone, and utterly des- 
titute of human sympathy ; and this, he says, is the character ol 
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«very professed sportsman or gambler. Every one is positively 
** a thief and a vtllian," It is impossible, he says, for a regular 
gambler to be an honest man. 

28. EDITORIAL. 

From the Rochester Daily Advertiser, May 16, 1845. 

Akti-Gamblinq Meeting. — At an adjourned meeting of the 
citizens of Rochester, for the purpose of forming an Anti-Gam- 
bling Society, held at Monroe Hall, on Wednesday evening. May 
12, 1845, the meeting being calJed to order by the chairman, the 
isommittee. appointed to draft a constitution and by-laws, and to 
nominate persons to fill the several offices for the ensuing year, 
reported a constitution and by-laws, which were taken up sepa- 
rately and adopted. 

The committee also reported the following names as candidates 
to fill the different offices for the ensuing year, who were unani- 
mously elected : 

Frederick Whittlesey, Preddent, 
Aristarchus Champion, Vice-Presidents 
Thomas Kempsall, " 

Hiram Bumphery, " 

E. Darwin Smith, " 

Wm. C. Bloss, « 

Ephriam B. Wheelsr, " 

David V R. Barton, " 

Addison Moore, Recording Secretary, 
Isaac F. Mack, Corresponding -Sec, 
John H. Babcock, Treasurer*' 
Nehemah Osborn, Directors, 
Charles A. Jones, " 
Seth C. Jones, " 

Hiram Banker, " 

Sanpord J. Smith, " 
Pardon D. Wright, " 
9 
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On motion of the Rev. Mr. Brooks, the following preamble and 
resolution were unanimouslj' adopted : 

Whereas, Mr. J. H. Green is devoting his time for the purpose 
of diffusing knowledge which we deem of importance to the pub- 
lic, in which meritorious efforts we think it our duty as well as 
our privilege to sustain him j therefore, 

Resolved— Thai Mr. Green he requested to demonstrate the evil 
efiects of gambling, and the deceptive practices of the cird-table, 
bv such illustrations as he may deem advisable in a lecture, on 
Monday evening next, at the court-house 3 and that the, citizens 
have an opportunity, by the purchase of tickets to the lecture, or 
otherwise, to aid Mr. Green in his laudable efforts to suppress 
this most detestable vice. 

Qq motion — 

lUsolvid'-That a committee of six be appointed to make the 
neeessary arrangements for the lecture. 

The chairman named J. Hawks, L. B. Swan, A. Moore, D. M- 
Dcwey, E. K. Blythe, and Wm. S. Falls as such committee. 

Resolved — That the proceedings of this meeting be published in 
all the daily papers of this city. 

On motion, adjourned. 

E. B. Wheeuer, Pres. pro tern. 

A. Moore, Sec. 

29. EDITORIAL. 

Rochester Daily Democrat^ May 14, 1845. 
Green, the Reformed Gambler — Hi» Exposition or ths 
Tricks of the Trade, etc. — The world has, for centuries, been 
deprecating the evils of gambling. The pulpit and the press have 
fulminated their anathemas against the vice. The law has raised 
its 'iron arm to crush it; and individuals have labored, single- 
handed, to check its progress. But all their labors, separately and 
combined, have failed to annihilate it, or check its progress. It 
has gone on increasing, accumulating power to work ruin as the 
inventive genius of different ages have discovered new games of 
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chance, and as new means of rapid locomotion have enabled the 
desperate men engaged in the vice to spread themselves over the 
face of society. Almost every other vice has had the combined 
efforts of good men directed against it. Infidelity, skepticism, de- 
bauchery, heathenism, intemperance, &c., &c., have each been 
assailed by the concentrated hosts of philanthropy. Bnt gam- 
bling has only been assailed in general, as one of a multitude of 
sins, beyond the pale of efficient concentrated effort. This has 
not been because the vice is venial. Its effects have been, in 
every community, made palpable as light. The father, the son, 
and the brother have been ruined. Fortunes have been lost, and 
character destroyed. Dissipation, robbery, suicide and murder 
have followed like stalking fiends in the train of the gambler, and 
all this the world has seen and acknowledged. Ij, occasionally, com- 
munities have been startled by the development amongst them of 
some harrowing tragedies connected with the vice, and a few 
whose sympathies were excited by the event, have declaimed, 
with unusual vehemence, against the system, the mass have 
looked on, deploringly perhaps, but with no permanent resolution 
to act, and the few have sunk back into their usual listlessness— > 
their consciences satisfied with their feeble and ineffectual demon- 
strations. There have been many such moral flurries in our city 
—spasmodic throes amongst good men, which only tended to ex- 
cite the ridicule of the gambler, without accomplishing a particle 
of good. This has resulted from no lack of good intentions, nor 
because there were not men enough amongst us willing to do all 
in their power; but because they did not know how' to. carry out 
their good intention. It was, and is, now with men desirous of 
staying the vice of gambling, as it was a quarter of a century 
ago with those who mourned over the vice of intemperance— 
they do not know how to go to work. It is singular, perhaps, with 
the example of the efficiency of temperance organizations before 
them, that the idea had not been, at once, generally adopted, that 
gambling, being a kindred vice with intemperance, could best be 
reached by kindred means. But it has not ; and probably now 
many will scout at the idea But, in our humble opinion, this is 
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one of the processes by which this vice is to be reached and cared. 
There must be a combined effort against it. It mast be aimed at 
as a distinct vice. Hostility to it mast be made the exclasire ob- 
ject of a separate and distinct organization. It mast be indirida- 
alized. This is in accordance with the spirit of the age. It is 
the process by which the great moral war must be prosecuted, and 
the triamphs of morals achiered. System— system — direct effort 
-Msoucentration against a distinct vice — ^this is the great discovery 
of onr day. It is the moral steam-engine of the age. It is the 
system by which the present outstrips the past. Generalization 
was the moral corduroy turnpike of other days — the four-miles- 
an-hour process. Concentration is the moral railroad of the pre- 
sent — ^the twenty-miles-an-hour mode of journeying. The new 
mode has been applied to almost every vice save gambling. It 
must be applied to this if we would secure its ultimate extermi- 
nation. 

But it was not our intention, when we commencea this article, 
to do more than say that Mr. Green bids fair to accomplish agaitist 
gambling what the Baltimore reformers (immortal honor to them !) 
accomplished against rum. No man, who believes in an over- 
ruling Supreme, can hear his thrilling recitals without being im- 
pressed with the opinion, that Providence Jias had something to 
do with the direction of his mind, if, indeed, he is not to become 
the apostle of reform in this department of vice. His movements 
chime in with the spirit of the age. It is a part of it. It is to 
be seen to what extent our citizens will aid in making a practical 
application of the startling developments which he has spread 
before them. 

Mr. Green has already given several lectures in this city. They 
have been ' listened to by thousands. He will still continue 
amongst us; and we hope, before he leaves, that every man, 
woman, and child in the city will have heard him — not because 
he possesses any of the attractions of the brilliant orator, for he 
does not. His attraction consists in the importance of his subject, 
and in the simple truthfulness with which he relates startUng 
facts. 
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Danng the forenoon of yesterday, we had the pleasure, in com- 
pany with the Mayor and other citizens, to witness some of the 
exhibitions which Mr. 6. makes of the Tillany practiced with 
cards by expert gamblers. We cannot now give a minute descrip- 
tion of the developments, and must content ourselves by merely 
saying, that he showed how cheating is introduced in the game of 
faro, not only by the adjustment of the cards, but by the inge- 
nious machinery introduced into the box used in the game to dis- 
tribute the cards. Also, how cards were marked, and micrked bo 
di.«tinctly as to enable the gambler to read their backs as readily 
as the novice could their faces. And also, a great many modes 
by which the gambler cheats at card playing, by shuffling, deal- 
ing, cutting; &c., &c. It seems impossible that any man with his 
senses could be so deluded, after witnessing such an exhibition, as 
to trust himself at a game qf cards for money.' 

But we must drop this subject for the present, and hope that all 
our citizens may hear Mr. Green, and that, before he leaves, ^ 
something effectual may be started with the view to the extermi- 
nation of the vice of gambling from our city. 

30. EDITORIAL. 

From the Rochester American, 

Last evening a large audience assembled at Minerva Hall to hear 
the lecture of Mr. J. H. Green, and to witness the presentation to 
that gentlemen of the present of plate from the Temperance Socie- 
ties. 

The exercises commenced by the singing of several temperance 
songs by Messrs. Currier and Burbeck, formerly members of the 
Boston Quartette Club, in a style which elicited the warmest ap- 
plause. Mr. Green proceeded to lecture upon the wicked myste- 
ries of gambling, and exhibited some of the tricks Of blacklegs, by 
which they make an easy prey of their victims. He vindicated 
himself from the objection sometimes made, that youth were in- 
iuenced by his revelations to enter upon a career of vice, and ex- 
plained the manner in which a knowledge of the dangers of gam- 
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bling must operate to deter norices from a pursuit of the fatal 
practice. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Green's lecture the presentation took 
place. The goblet bore the following appropriate inscription : 

" Presented to J. H. GREEN, the Reformed Gambler, by the 
Washingtonians of the City of Rochester, May 29th, 1845." 

The elegant silver spoons, twelve in number, presented with the 
goblet, bore the following inscription : 

" To if. H. Green, by the Lady Washiugton Society of Roches- 
ter, N. Y.» 

The presentation address was made by William C. Bloss, Esq., 
as follows : 

Citizens of Rochester, You are called upon to witness and cheer 
the efforts of a reformer. A new era has arisen in our city, in 
our country, in the world. As in the world of nature, so in the 
moral and intellectual world, a great change has great opposition 
to encounter. Whoever undertakes a reform, whoever makes 
war on established vices, will soon find that he has disturbed the 
quiet of society and excited its opposition. Men love to rest in 
their established courses. He, therefore, who starts a new reform 
has the whole world to act aggressively upon him. It is no 
slight thing to start a new reform. The reformer must have a 
lion heart, and an abiding trust in Providence to maintain his ar- 
dous position. And not only has our friend maintained his, for 
three years has he resisted alike the seductions of vice, once so 
powerful over him, and the oppositions and persecutions of the 
abandoned and depraved. Who are they who object to his labors ? 
Are they the mothers, the fathers, the daughters of our land ? 
No ! These acknowledge that gambling is the great vice of the 
age — that it is wholly evil, and that continually, and earnestly 
bless his efforts to save their sons from its dire perdition. 

In those scenes through which our friend has passed, of friend* 
lessness and destitution, with no restraining or guiding hand to save, 
how fascinating beyond the power of resistance, to a youth left at 
a most tender age must be the seductions of this vice. In his 
wanderings up and down the Mississippi, surrounded with evil 
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men and deadly influences, hoW coald he be saved. What influ- 
ence had potency to work his eventual reformation 1 For that 
saving power you must look to his mother. She it was who in 
his early youth consecrated him with the Cold Water Baptism, 
He stands before you a monument of the salvation of that bap- 
tism. God took care of him through every trouble ! He is cov- 
ered over with the scars of that warfare through which he has 
passed. But now he stands before you free and disenthralled I 
He went through the South among gamesters, and made by the 
evil courses he has abandoned thousands upon thousands. And 
yet there now exists the meanness which can say that he is labor- 
ing in the cause of reform for money/ Base and untrue aspersion ! 
I rejoice to see him before you this night — you who have sus- 
tained and cheered him. I rejoice to see this large assemblage 
here. You have an opportunity to see it demonstrated that no 
honest man can be a gambler and succeed. Therefore the whole 
science is infamous. No man can play and win unless he is a 
knave and a thief. 

Does not all that is lovely and true and of good report, rise up 
and cheer on this man in his good work ? 

Rochester has no treasures to bestow, but we will present to our 
excellent friend, as a slight testimonial of esteem for him, and of 
regard for his cause, a goblet of beaten silver, together with those 
elegant other implements, both designed for beverages which cheer 
and comfort, but do not deprive of reason. I am honored by the 
Washingtonian Societies to present them to him, which I now do 
with pleasure and with pride. And should any of you visit his 
residence he will be happy to give you from this cup a draught of 
that cold water to which, in obedience to the dying precept of his 
mother, he ever adhered through the manifold temptations which 
beset his early way. Once more we beg the acceptance of our 
gift. 

Mr. Green replied as follows : 

" Sir — 1 can say but a few words, and I beg they may be un- 
derstood by this assembly. Language I have not, to thank the 
Lady Washington and the Washingtonian Societies for this ele- 
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gant and gratifying gift — the first public presents hare erer re- 
ceived. I will give them my solemn promise, that withi my con- 
sent ho intoxicating drink shall ever pollute this beautiful cup. 
And now being about to leave your beautiful and friendly city, I 
take occasion to tender my heartfelt thanks for the kindness with 
which I have been greeted. I offer my grateful acknowledgments 
to the Methodist and other churches for their politeness extended 
to me, and to the press of the city for the favorable notice I have 
received. I thank you again, citizens of Rochester. I gratefully 
appreciate this your beautiful gift, and will strive never to dis- 
honor it, or the kindness which has conferred it upon me as a 
reformed man. It has been stated that I have been paid. Such is 
not the case. I have had none to furnish me money. But God 
has sustained me, and I have the satisfaction everywhere to believe 
that I do some good. The Washingtonians took me as a brand 
from the burning. That Society in Cincinnati first took me by 
the hand and cheered me on. Since then I have traveled far and 
labored much. But all my trials have been nothing to those of my 
gambling life. And in conclusion, I would say that if I have, in 
any remarks of mine, injured the feelings of any person, I hum- 
bly ask forgiveness. My prayers, whether I am present or ab- 
sent, shall always be with you. 

31. EDITORIAL. 

Depahtxtre. 
Mr. GreeU; the Reformed Gambler, after having lectured in our citj 
nineteen times, will leave to-morrow for Batavia, where he will be on 
Sunday. He will .then go to Ithica, which place he expects to vi- 
sit on Tuesday, after which he goes to Buffalo. Mr. Green, in his 
labors here, has made many friends, and by his exposures of the 
mysteries and frauds of the gambling profession has unquestiona- 
bly done much good. His manner of lecturing is ingenuous and 
unaffected. We commend him to those whom he may visit else- 
where. 
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32. EDITORIAL. 

The Buffalo National Pilot, • 

Anti-Gambling Society. — A meeting was held, pursaant to a 
call, at the Pollard Rooms, on Saturday evening, the 14th inst., to 
take into consideration the subject of the formation of an anti- 
gambling society. The meeting was called to order by Mr. J. H. 
Green, the Reformed Gambler, who has been lecturing in the city 
during the past week, who stated its objects. W. S. George was 
appointed chairman, and T. S. Hawks, Secretary. The chairman 
having made some appropriate remarks, Mr. Green was called upon 
and addressed the meeting at length upon the subject for which it 
had assembled to consider, and in conclusion read the following 
pledge : 

** We, whose names are hereunto annexed, desirous of forming a 
society which is alike beneficial to ourselves, our families, and to the 
community at large, pledge ourselves, as ladies and gentlemen, to 
abstain from every species of gambling on banking games, or 
games of chance, for any purpose of gain or profit, or amusement 
whatever." 

The pledge being offered, and a call made by Mr. Green for 
signers, and for remarks from those who saw proper, a young nuin 
came forward, put down his name, and gave a heart-rending expe- 
rience which occurred in Buffalo — admonished the youth to take 
warning, from the lips of men who had passed the dread ordeal. 
He stated as the result to which his gambling practices had led him 
that he had been sentenced to ^re years imprisonment in the Au- 
burn state prison, from which he had been liberated by a pardon. 
The relation of the experience of this young man brought tean to 
the eyes of many. 

One hundred and fourteen came forward and signed the pledge, 
and a committee was chosen to nominate officers for the society. 
The meeting then adjourned to the 18th inst. at the same place. 
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33. EDITORIAL. 
From the Daily Nationd Pilot, June 18, 184'5. 
Buffalo Anti-Gambling Societt.^^J. W. George called the 
meeting to order, and took the chair ; and as an introductory ex- 
ercise, Mr. Green read the ** Pledge." 

Mr. Greorge, from the committee appointed at last meeting, re- 
ported as follows, which were accepted and adopted by the meet- 
ing. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 1 . This Association shall be known as the Buffalo Anti- 
Gambling Society. 

Art. 2. No person shall be admitted to membership in this So- 
ciety, unless he sign the following " pledge." 

Art 3. The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, 
five Vice-Presidents, a Recording and Corresponding Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and four Directors, who shall take their respective 
offices for one year, and until others be elected. 

PLEDGE. 

We, whose names are hereunto annexed, desirous of forming a 
society which shall be beneficial to ourselves, to our families, and 
the community at large, do pledge ourselves, as ladies and gen- 
tlemen, to abstain from every species of gambling on banking 
games, or games of chance) for any purpose of gain, profit or 
amusement whatever. 

BY-LAWS. 

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the President to preside over the 
meetings of the Society, and to enforce a due observance of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Society. In case of his absence 
or inability, either of the Vice-Presidents shall preside, and be 
President pro tern. 

Sec. 2. The Vice-Presidents shall assist the President in the 
discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 3. The Recording Secretary shall keep a fair account of 
the proceedings of the meetings. , 
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Sec. 4. The Corresponding Secretary shall ami»i the Recording 
Secretary, and attend to the correspondence of the Society. • 

Sec. 5. The Treasurer shall keep all moneys ^paid into the So- 
ciety, and collect all dues, and keep the same for the use of the 
Society, rendering to the Society a just and true account of his 
doings. 

Sec. 6. The Board of Directors shall meet as often as once a 
month, and shall have a general power over the acts of the So* 
ciety, and report their doings once a month for approval. 

Sec. 7. The. Society shall have the power to fill all vacancies, 
and amend this Constitution, hy giving one week's notice, ajud a 
vote of two-thirds of all the members present, and to add to all 
8uch By-Laws under this Constitution as shall be deemed advi- 
sable. 

Sec. 8. This Society shall meet as often as semi-monthly, and 
at such other times as the President shall direct ; but the Society 
may change or alter the time of meeting at pleasure. 

After the above were adopted, the same committee reported the 
following list of officers for the ensuing year, who were unani- 
mously elected : 

Dr. Chas. W. Harvey, President. 

J. W. George, Vice-President. 

Dr. C. C. Bristol, " 

H. H. Matteson, " 

E, J. Bond, . ** 

Aaron Bean. 

G. F. Needham, Recording Sec. 

Wm. B. Williams, Corresponding Stc 

James Bennett, Treasurer. 

Rev. Mr. Hosmer, Director. 

Rev. Mr. Seaver, " 

R. G. TOWNSBND, « 

George Burchard, ^* 
A. H. Gardiner, ** 
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• After some happy remarks from Messrs. Hastings and Greea^ 
fmd the pledge had been circulated, the Society adjourned. 

G. F. Needham, Rec, See, 

• 

34. EDITORIAL. 

From the Daily Buffalo National Pilot ^ June, 1845. 
Ma. Geeen'b Benefit* — On Monday evening a meeting of 
citizens was held at the Methodist Episcopal Church, as a compli- 
mentary benefit to Mr. J. H. Green, the Reformed Gambler, who 
has been lecturing in this city for some time past. C. C. Bristol 
was called to the chair, and T. S. Hawks appointed secretary. 
The'meeting was not large, but was highly respectable. 

Mr. Green related his experience since his reformation, going 
into an interesting detail of facts and circumstances connected 
therewith. After he had concluded, the Rev. Levi Tucker, D.D,, 
Pastor of the Washington Street Baptist Church, on behalf of the 
citizens, presented a gold lever watch, accompanied by an appro- 
priate and feeling speech, in .which he remarked — 

V " The citizens of Buffalo are ever ready to appreciate ^orth where- 
ever tound. They have heard of you, sir, and of the noble 
stand you have taken against one of the most fearful, extensive 
and ruinous vices that ever cursed the earth, or poured out its 
oceans of woe upon human kind. Gambling, woven up as it is 
with kindred vices, has clothed our land in sackcloth and mourn- 
ing — filled the dark store-house of mortality with our brothers and 
sons, and brought down the grey hairs of our fathers with sorrow, 
and our mothers with broken hearts, to the grave, over their 

' ruined sons. It has disgorged the most accursed leprosy upon the 
world that ever afflicted the family of man, and connected with 
erery species of fraud and villany, ^it threatens the peace and 
security of our country, and endangers all our institutions. Yon 
have battled this terrible monster single-handed and alone, and 
hitherto you have gone to this warfare at your own chargeeu Yoa 
have periled your life, sir, in this noble cause — a cause none but 
one like yourself can appreciate, for you have felt the weight of 
a- gambler's curse upon your head, and the indignation of insulted 
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heaven upon yonr bouI. But God's hand has taised you up out 
of that hotrible pit, and snatched you from that chamber of death 
where your feet had well-nigh slipped, and from which so few 
return to the paths of life, for some noble purpose. You have 
come to this city, we believe, on an errand of mercy and good will. 
Our citizens have received you — they have given you crowded 
houses — they have listened with deep emotions to your thrilling 
narratives— they have felt you were doing good, and throwing a 
strong and powerful restraint around their young men — they have 
desired to present you a public testimonial of the deep interest 
they feel in your unrequited labors — they have procured for you 
this watch, this beautiful watch, which, on their behalf, they have 
desired me to present you. It is an impressive emblem of human 
life, as it measures time in its flight, and moments as they pass — 
it admonishes you that what your hand finds to do, you should do 
with all your might. Take it, sir, and wear it near the heart as a 
memento of your friends in Buffalo. Many a prayer will ascend 
for your safety by sea and by land, that you may be saved from the 
dagger of hate and the knife of the threatening assassin, and that 
your head may always be covered in the hour of danger — ^that, as 
you expose the mysteries of iniquity, and warn the young and 
unwary qf the danger that awaits them in those halls from which 
you have fled forever, and counsel them, from your own fatal ex- 
perience, to avoid the gambler as they would the pestilence that 
wasteth at midnight, that you may have the co-operation of the 
benevolent and good wherever you journey. The prayers of 
many will ascend to heaven, that God may prosper your way, and 
make you eminently useful in exposing the crimes, and frauds, and 
dangers of gambling, and in warning men against them. And, 
finally, as a reformed man, and a reformer ot others, your age may 
he clear as the moon, and as a morning without clouds — that you 
may be blest with an approving conscience and the smiles of an 
indulgent heaven — ^that you may close a useful life in peace ; and 
then, amid the beaming of immortality, ascend to the divine assem- 
bly of the first-bom above." ' ' 
We are unable to give a full report of ifais speech. Mr. Green 
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briefly repUedf saying that he had not words to convey his gmti- 
tude for* the kindly manner in which he had been received in 
Buffalo. He had been told by Wyatt, the murderer, in the Auburn 
prison, that he would be in danger of the ,assassin^s dagger ; but 
instead he Ijad been cordially met, and had this evening received a 
substantial testimonial in the shape of a splendid watch just pre- 
sented him. He returned his thanks for the different churches 
which have been opened to his lectures, and to the press who had 
seconded his efforts in the cause of virtue and good morals. 

The Rev. Mr. Judson offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted : 

Resdved — That we have listened with, the most thrilling interest 
to the astounding developments of depravity given us by Mr. 
Green, in his exhibition of the perfection to which the art of gam- 
bling is carried, and the extent to which it prevails in the country. 

JUsdved — That we cordially approve of the course he is pur- 
suing in publicly exposing the arts and deceptions that are prac- 
ticed, and tender him our prayers, our influence, and our co-ope- 
ration in furthering his important work. 

Resolved — That we recommend Mr. Green to the friends of 
morality ^nd reform throughout the land, and hope he may be 
sustained and encouraged to extend his labors until he shall have 
visited every city, and as many of the important towns as be con- 
sistent, believing that the result will be the prevention of many 
from entering thif* vortex of ruin, and the redemption of multi- 
tudes who are already on its fearful eddies. 

The meeting closed with a benediction from the Rev. Mr. 
Leaver. 

35. EDITORIAL. 

Cleveland Plain Dealer^ July^ 1845. 
Grxkn, the REFORBiED Gambler. — This gentleman is in toT^n, 
and proposes giving a course of public lectures. Mr. G. has been 
for twelve years a gambler and card maker ; has studied and prac- 
ticed the secrets of the iniquitous profession. By the politeness 
of Mr. Green, we were invited, with othersi to attend a private 
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meeting at his room, in order to explain to us what could not so 
well be exhibited in a public lecture — " the mysteries of iniquity," 
or the secrets of the gambling-table. The disclosures were aston- 
ishing. We did not before know that the highest order of talent, 
and the most consummate skill in mechanicism, were made sub- 
servient to the arts of the professional plunderer. 

He exhibited a faro bank; and showed the^ecret springs, which, 
in the hands of the banker, could be made serviceable for robbejy ; 
and also, a variety of cards, which, by the manufacturer's mark, 
were understood only by the professional gambler, and by which 
the noviciate could be taken in. 

It appears not to be the game of gamblers to make their money 
of each other, but to seek a grade of young men, uninitiated into 
the mysteries, and are incredulous as to any superior skill to their 
own. 

Mr. Green must have stood high in the line of his profession, 
judging by his superior arts, as exhibited yesterday. 

Mr. J. H. Green delivered his first lecture at the Baptist Church 
last evening, to an overflowing house. His remarks were mostly 
preliminary to the lectures which are to follow ; but he gave somB 
incidents of his gambling life, which were harrowing indeed. 

36. EDITORIAL. 

Greek, the Reformed Gambler. — This gentleman spoke again 
last night to a large audience on the square. He was followed by 
the Rev. Dr. Aiken, who stated his entire satisfaction with the 
course of Mr. Green, and believed he was doing much good for 
Hie cause of morals. 

There was a crowd at the Baptist Church last night to hear Mr. 
Green, and we are informed that an Anti-Gambling Society was 
formed, and two or three hundred names obtained to the pledge. 
Mr. Green shows himself a thorough-going reformer. Success to 
him. 

Mr. Green has delivered ten lectures in this place, to crowded 
houses, yet his subject remains fresh, and his gambling incidents 
seem as endless as they are dark and diversified. 
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Mr. Green w31 lecture in the conrt-boof e yard, on the Public 
Square. The ebnrcbes have been found too small to hold his 
audiences. We bespeak for him a cool, moon-shining eyening, 
and two thousand listeners. 

37. EDITORIAL. 

NoTicx OF THE fiiST Akti-Gambixkg Lectuae Deuvered bt 
Tme Reformed Gambler is Cleveland, Ohio, July 31, 1845. 
— ^A laige and intelligent audience listened in almost breathless 
silence to the heart-rending and blood-chilling narrations of J. H. 
Green, the Reformed Gambler. The ball is in motion, and it has 
already receired a momentum more than human ; and we trust it 
will move on with accelerated Telocity, bearing down*a]l oppo- 
sition, until the heart-rending scenes consequent upon the atro- 
dons vice of gambling shall be viewed only in the past. 

At the close of tbe meeting John A. Foot^ Esq., presented the 
following resolutions, which were unanimously passed : 

Resolved — ^That we tender to Mr. Green our sincere thanks for 
his efficient labors in this city, in exposing the enonnity of the 
dreadful evils consequent upon the practice of gambling. 

Resolved — ^That among all the startling revelations of this re- 
formed gambler, none of them have more painfully affected or 
more highly excited this community to commence a system for the 
suppression of gambling, than the fact which he has made so ap- 
parent, that the great and dreadful army of gamblers are almost to 
a man recruited from among those who indulge in games of chance 
at the fireside and in the social circle; and we earnestly entreat 
every Christian, philanthropist, and patriot to discountenance these 
practices. 

Resolved — That we cordially recommend Mr. Green as a most 
efficient laborer in the anti-gambling cause, and bespeak for him 
the countenance and support of the good in every comma- 
nity. 
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•38. EDITORIAL. 

From the Detroit Evangelical Observer , Edited by the Rev, Mr. 

Duffield, D.D. 

Mr. Green, the Reformed Gambler. — Mr. J. H. Green, some- 
what extensiveiy known as the Reformed Gambler, has recently 
yisited this city, and lectured some five or six times, in the Metho- 
dist, Baptist and Presbyterian churches. Mr. Green has given, 
we think, abundant proof of his sincerity, and of the reality of his 
reformation from this vice. He possesses power and skill to at- 
tack it in a way that none else can do it so successfully. We 
have had occasion to know that his visit has been attended with 
good. His disclosures astonished even the most inveterate card 
players who were not professional gamblers. No one can hear 
his statements without being satisfied that there is no such thing 
as luckf which so deceives and fascinates the ignorant and unwary, 
it is all fraud, fraud, downright robbery, from beginning to end. 
The virtuous, philanthropic and religious should unite in their at- 
tempts to expose and counteract the evils of this baneful practice. 
Some of the incidents related by Mr. Green, of what fell under his 
own eye, were of the most thrilling nature. Instances of ruin 
under circumstances fraught with horror, could be traced to the 
influence which had been exerted in producing a taste for gam- 
bling, by playing cards and other gauges " for amusement in the 
family." We have always felt it to be, ndt only inconsistent for 
persons making any pretensions to Christianity and morality, but 
also disgraceful, and at war with all just claims to true politeness 
and gentility of conduct, to introduce cards as a means of amuse- 
ment into the parlor, or to allow them in the house. So great has 
been our abhorrence of this thing that we should never have 
thought of repeating a visit to^^or suffering our children to fre- 
quent a house where such " amusements^' were sanctioned and in- 
troduced. We cared not to be thought and called puritanical ; 
nor whom we should offend by such conduct ; but we have more 
than ever been convinced, from Mr. Green's revelations, that every 
sober citizen, every person tl^tt makes any pretensions to respect- 
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ability, not to say every moral and virtnoas man, should act in re- 
lation to the misnamed amusement, the evil of card playing, in the 
spirit which Paul has enjoined in reference to other crimes, *' let 
it not be once named among you as becometh saints/' 

39. EDITORIAL. 

Cincinnati Commercial, Sept. 11, 1845. 
Green, the Keformeb Gambler. — ^This extraordinary man has 
arrived in our city from the north, having made the entire circuit 
of the east and lakes, creating wherever he has gone a sensation 
scarcely equalled by any reformer of modern times. Green has 
proved a fact that all should know, and that is, that gambling has 
long since been reduced to a system of swindling ] that men, in- 
stead of playing against chance, as they have innocently supposed, 
were contending against utter impossibilities, entirely beyond 
chance ; that they had no show, and if they played, so sure they 
lost. Did people know this, they would never risk money at 
gambling — better a good deal open your pocket at once, and let 
your swindling opponent help himself. To satisfy our curiosity, 
we visited yesterday Mr. Greenes room in the Dennison House. 
. He first introduced the operations of the *^ faro table," then fol- 
lowed marked cards and tricks of various kinds made use of by 
gamblers, not to be believed unless seen. 

The Faro Bank with all its beauty was exposed in a way to 
satisfy even the most incredulous, that the inventors of such patent 
machinery cannot be compared to any other in justice than the 
blackest-hearted villians of the present age ; the beautiful silver 
box is one of the most ingenious pieces of mechanical art we ever 
have seen. Its secret springs cannot be described by any other 
than one ^ho has been initiated an adept complete in the felon art. 
The beautiful ivory checks, and velvet ^* lay out," also help to 
ornament the faro table; their cards, too, are prepared in a man* 
ner to carry out their wily schemes. Green says the game of 
faro is one hundred per cent, stronger than stealing ! We hearti- 
ly concur with his views of the game. 

Playing cards of all kinds he res^s readily, and can tell any 
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playing card, whether printed or embossed backs, by looking at 
the backs alone ! He explained cards of different makers — L. I. 
Cohen, George Cook, Abott & Ely, Caleb Bartlett, Thomas, Cre- 
hore ajid other makers, whose names we have forgotten, in a way 
to satisfy any honest man that the manufacturers are a party con- 
nected to assist the gamblers to ruin all mankind that may fall 
within the snares of the blackleg tribe. 

We hold community has it in their power to put down the vice 
of gambling, which is a hydra-headed monster. Green has done 
much good, and is still fighting the dragon. No other reformer 
ever has done more. Our citizens should awaken from their 
lethargy and sustain such men. 

40. EDITORIAL 

From the Ohio Temperance Organ. 
We here insert an article written by S. F. Carey, Esq., the 

great temperance apostle of Ohio. 

Green, the Reformed Gambler. — We met this great reformer 
in Buffalo, on our way to the eastern cities. He had been lecturing 
to crowded houses for some two weeks, and doubtless has done 
great good. The citizens presented him with a fine gold watch, 
as a token of their regard and as an evidence of their estimation 
of the work in which he is engaged. He has spent some fifteen 
months in the eastern cities, lifting up his voice against the mon- 
ster vice of which he has been for many years the victim. He has 
everywhere been ^cordially received, and has received many evi- 
dences of the public favor. I am sorry to say that he has not been 
.well supported in his labors of mercy. " The laborer is worthy of 
his hire," is an old and true saying, there is, perhaps, no man liv- 
ing better calculated to expose the arts and miseries of gambling 
than Mr. Green. His knowledge of the various games and his 
familiarity with cards is almost incredible. We saw him tried 
with some twenty different packs of cards; those of every variety 
of figure as well as those that were perfectly white on the back — 
and he would tell the denomination of the card with the same fa- 



212 APPENDIX. 

cility by glancing at the back as most persons wofild by looking 
at the face. His adroitness at shuflUng them, so as to give him- 
self the best .possible hand, is also truly wonderful. His auto-bi- 
ography has recently been published in the city of New York. It 
seems that his first lessons were learned in the Cincinnati jail when 
a boy. He places some of the former police of our city in no 
very enviable position. His book shotld be read by the young 
as a warning. 

41. EDITORIAL. 

Laterenceburg Register, Sept., 1845. 
Grxsn, the Reformed Gambler. — This gentleman has within 
the last ten days delivered several lectures in this place on the 
vice of gambling to very large and highly-respectable audiences. 
The one delivered on Thursday evening we had the pleasure of 
hearing. And having been acquainted with Mr. Green's early his- 
tory, and knowing the truth of his painful narrative, we were 
deeply interested in his subject. Mr.' Green has felt the gambler's 
curse and speaks on a subject with which he is well acquainted, 
and testifies what he has felt and seen. He assumes what is 

m 

doubtless true, that gambling is the parent of every vice — ^that it 
stimulates the growth of every evil propensity, and deadens every 
Firtuous and generous sentiment. This served him as a text, and 
he illustrated and enforced it with facts and incidents from his own 
experience and observations, such as might well blanch the cheek 
and sicken the heart of every virtuous man. In listening to him, 
we no longer doubted the strong expression of J)r. Nott r " the 
finished gambler has no heart — he would play upon his brother's 
grave or his father'^ coffin." 

Is it not time for public sentiment in this town to array itself 
strongly against this detestable vice % Perhaps there never was a 
time when*it stalked among us with so unblushing a front, or was 
followed by so long a train of dupes and victims. 

42. Gambler's Arrest — A Row, &c. 
Since the above was in type we learn that Mr. Green's lectures 
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hare caased the arrest of Josiah Reynolds, i^roprietor of the Rey- 
nolds Hotel, on a charge of keeping a gambling bouse. He was 
brought before his honor, Mayor Crosby, and after some jarring 
among the parties a change of venue' was granted, and the case 
takea before Justice Wm. T. Harris, of Aurora. 

Immediately after the decision for a change took place there 
was a very amusing scene transpired, which caused much sport 
for the lookers-on. Among the witnesses who were summoned 
by the marshal in behalf of the prosecution, one by the . name of 
George B Dennis, a low-bred bully, took it upon himself to abuse 
the mayor, and for this offence the marshal attempted his arrest* 
when Dennis resisted, and nothing but a few licks over the head 
'with a stick, which brought him to his knees, appeared to quiet 
him. This severity caused Dennis' friends to interfere, when 
Marshal M*Neely drew a revolver; this unexpected as well as 
unwelcome instrument of war happened to come in contact with 
the eye of one of the most worthless of Dennis' friends by the 
name of Strange Dunn, better known in Lawrenceburg by the title 
of '* One man in.^^ Here was a scene for a painter fully illustrat- 
ed. *^ One man in^'*^ with both hands raised, first implored the of- 
ficer not to shoot, but if he must and would shoot, for mercy sake 
give him a chance to run for his life, upon which M'Neely turned 
his eye upon another, when Dunn, or " One man tn," gave a sam- 
ple of the tallest walking we have seen this many a day. The 
whole row transpired under our window, where we had a fair 
view. The^ matter is now fairly commenced, and we hope it will 
not cease until the system of pefpetual gambling is broken up. 

The Reynolds House has been a den for gamblers for some time 
past that would disgrace Yicksburg. We hope he will be pun- 
ished well for the harboring of such a low set of villains. Mr. 
M*Nee1y deserves much credit for his vigilance ; no other officer 
has dared to offer to' anest this band of desperadoes. The ball 
is now in motion, and we hope that our worthy marshal will be 
sustained in his efforts to keep if possible the town of Lawrence- 
burg free from gamblers and gambling. We know this will be a 
hard task for the authorities, for the seed of early days are hard to 
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root up. Many of the river characters, who hare spent their days 
in gambling and licentiousness, and who are only respected for 
their services as expert watermen, spend their summers in our 
town, and this vice has always been kept in a constant blaze. We' 
hope our worthy mayor and marshal will repeat their efforts until 
the located gamblers as well as the river gamblers will be driven 
from their nefarious calling to something which has to then ever 
been a stranger — that of living a life of respectability. 

43. EDITORIAL. 

From the Cincinnati Gazette, Dec, 1845. 

The Reformed Gambler. — Mr. Greenes second lecture at the 
Tabernacle, on Monday evening, was well attended. The audi- 
ence was respectable and very attentive while the speaker gave 
most thrilling incidents of wicked deeds by the professional gam- 
bler. ' A friend expressed to us the desire he felt at the time for 
parents generally to be present to see for themselves, that they 
might use all necessary means to save their children from so 
blighting a vice. He did not, he could not doubt the sincerity of the 
speaker in his endeavors to arrest the tide of vice arising from gam- 
bling. 

^ We are informed by the Lawrenceburg papers that Mr. Green's 
endeavors at that place last week, where he was raised till his 
sixteenth year, were highly appreciated. I 

His next lecture, he announced, would be illustrated with cards 
and other gambling implements. Wh& will it be, an^ where, is 
Jhe inquiry of many well-wishers to the good morals of the city. 

We shall state this as soon as advised. ^ 

— J 

44. EDITORIAL. \ 

From the Cincinnati Chronicle^ Dec, 1846. 
Returned. — Green, the Reformed Gambler, we notice, has re- 
turned to this city, and contemplates visiting Columbus at the 
sitting of the Legislature. His object, we understand, is to effect, 
if possible, some change in the laws to suppress tlie vice of gam- 
bline, which, he says, are at present of no importance whatever, 
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and give no security to the citizens who oppose gambling. He 
haa, been engaged of late in writing another work, exposing the 
"wily tricks and impositions of the craft. ♦ 

45. EDITORIAL. 

From the Cross and Journal ^ Columbus, Ohio, Dec, 19, 1845. 
'3. H. Geeen. — This gentleman, generally known as the Re- 
formed Gambler, is now in this city, lecturing on the subject of 
gambling. Mr. Green has been lecturing for the last two years in 
the principal towns and cities in the Northern States, and his 
labors have been considered generally beneficial. The rice of 
gambling is more prevalent and more injurious than is generally 
supposed, and Mr. Green is the only reformer who devotes his 
time to the destruction of this vice. An apprenticeship of some 
twelve years in this business, some portion of which was spent in 
the manufacture of cards, has given him a thorough knowledge 
of his subject, and supplied him with an abundance of incidents 
to illustrate its effects. In company with several other gentlemen, 
we called at his room, and witnessed his exposition of the secret 
mark placed by the manufacturer on the back of every card, by 
which the professional gambler can distinguish each card as easily 
by the back as by the face. If these facts were generally known 
" pigeons" would be far more scarce in the gambling market. No- 
thing like chance is known to the professional gambler; with 
him the business is regularly systematized, aiid sure in its results 
as any mathematical calculation. 

The ceremony of presenting a beautiful Bible, mounted with 
gold, to Mr. Green, the Reformed Gambler, was then witnessed 
with general satisfaction by those present. ' Mr. Tipton, of 
Guernsey County, presented the Bible, and . also a beautifully-^ 
bound Prayer Book. His remarks were exceedingly appropriate 
and happy. Mr. Green made a brief response on accepting this 
mark of approbation of his labors, tendered by the ladies of Co- 
lumbus. 
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46. EDITORIAL. 

From the Watchman of the Valley^ Cincinnatu, Feb.t 1846. 

Thk Akti-Gamblino Law. — Mr. Green, the Reformed Gam- 
bler, h^ done the State a noble service in his recent labors at 
Columbus. His exposures have had the influence to procure t)^e 
enactment of a very stringent law against gambling, which, it is 
thought, the blackleg gentry will not easily escape. In doing it 
he has stirred up a hornet^s nest there, which has demonstrated 
the power and extent with which the evil had fastened itself on 
that community. The business of not less than thirteen cofl!ee- 
house keepers in that city, Mr. G. informs us, will be prostrated, 
if the nest of gamblers which support them be broken dp. None 
but one who is familiar with the craft, has any idea of the extent 
to which this evil is preying upon the morals of the commu- 
nity. 

Mr. Green was presented, by the ladies of Columbus, with an 
elegant, gilt, velvet-covered Bible, as a testimonial of their high 
appreciation of his service^. But personal necessities require 
something more than tokens of esteem. He subjected himself to 
great pecuniary inconvenience in going to Columbus for the ob- 
ject he has so happily achieved, for which he has received no re- 
muneration. He is now in this city, ready to prosecute his labors 
of love, with the concurrence and aid of the citizens. 

GOLD MEDAL FOR MR. GREEK. 

Since the above was put in type, a meeting of several of our 
citizens, with the Mayor, have taken measures for presenting to 
Mr. Green a gold medal, as an expression of their appreciation 
of his services in procuring the enactment of the law above- 
named. 

A subscription paper was accordingly put in circulation to secure 
the requisite funds, and arrangements made for a meeting at 
the Universalist Church, Walnut street, next Tuesday evening, at 
which the medal is to be presented with appropriate addresses. 
The Anti-Gambling I^w will be read on the occasion, and ad- 



drtsses delivered by distinguished spfeakers, among whom the Hon. 
BelAmy Storer has pledged his services. 

We hope this may be the commencement of a vigorous and 
effective onset upon the vice of gambling in this city. Mr. Green, 
we have no doubt, is able to render an inestimable service to the 
morals of our city, if properly encouraged. The vice which he 
attacks, is one of those works of darkness which cannot thrive 
Under the light of his exposures. That such a service is greatly 
needed among us, every one at all acquainted with the subject is 
ready to admit. The Mayor, whose position gives him the best 
opportunity to know, expressed, in the meeting above-noticed, his 
deep conviction of the necessity of vigorous measures to counteract 
the vice. The city, he said, was overrun with gamblers. 

47. EDITORIAL. 
Cincinnati Chronicle^ Feb, 4, 1846. 

PRESENTATION OF A GOLD MEDAL. 

Last evening was the time appointed for the presentation of a 
medal by the citizens to Mr. Green, the Reformed Gambler. The 
meeting took place in the Universalist Church. It was highly re- 
spectable. The object of the meeting was declared by Mr. 
Churchill. Mr. Green made a short address, to which Bellamy 
Storer, Esq., replied in his very happy and eloquent style. 

The presentation address was made in a brief but appropriate 
manner by J. Cox, Esq., to which Mr. Green replied as follows : 

" Sir, in accepting from you, in behalf of the citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, this splendid testimonial, as a token of their regard to- 
wards me, for the feeble efforts i have recently exerted in advo- 
cating the passage of a law for the suppression of gambling in 
the State of Ohio, I feel deeply the inadequacy of my tongue to 
give utterance to the gratitude which this moment springs from 
my inmost souL For a man whose life has been so checkered 
as mine, to receive from those who have seen most of the dark 
and debasing shades of my career^ so rich a proof of the price 
and pearl of returning goodness, is a reward too great for me to 
eternly face. The manner in which this trophy comes, and the 

10 
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hnguage you have fleen proper to employ in pre8entln|2^ it to me, 
1 cannot return ; but they will keep their nndying impress upon 
my heart And belieye me, sir, when I say to yon and those who 
BOW sartonnd us, that through my futmre career, should I encoun- 
ter the persecutions and bitter hostilities of those who may seek 
to crush me in the stand in which a guilty conscience has placed 
me, that the proudest consolation I could desire will be to wear 
this as my breast-plate, and gaze upon its inscription as my re- 
corded yerdict of innocence." 

The medal is a plain but a very beautiful one, manufactured by 
Hazen and Ccdlins. On one side is an inscription that it was 
** Presented by the citizens of Cincinnati to J. H. Green, the Re- 
formed Gambler, on the 3rd of Feb., 1846, for his efibrts in pro- 
curing the passage of an ' Act to Freyent Gambling,* passed, Jan- 
uary :^0, 1846." On the reyerse is " Pcrseyerando." 

After the ceremony the Rey. Mr. Thomas arose and testified to 
bis strong feelings in fayor of so good a cause. He gaye notice 
that on the next Sabbath mornings in that pulpit^ he should enlarge 
his remarks on this subject. 

The following resolutions were passed by the meeting : 

Resolved — ^That we heartily approye of the course of J. H. 
Green, in exposing the nefasious practices of gamblers, and the 
demoraliziug influences of gambling; and that we sympathize 
with him in the trying difficulties which he encounters in pushing 
on this most impcHrtant moral reformation. , 

Resolved — That Mr. Green is entitled to the thanks of eyery 
good citizen of Ohio for his exertions in obtaining the enactment 
of a law by the Legislature of this State, by which the yice of 
gambling can be, if the citizens enforce it, utterly destroyed in 
our State. 

Resolved^— ThBX in our oj^nion, a course of lectures by Mr. 
Green, would haye a most salutary effect in driying gamblers from 
this city ; and we therefore inyite him to giye a course of lectures 
upon the subject of gambling, at such times as will suit his con> 
▼enience. 
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48. EDITORIAL. 

From the Indiana State Journal^ Indianapolis^ Nov.-t 1846. 
Mr. Gheen's Lectures. — Mr. Green, the Reformed Gambler, 
has delivered three lectures on that vice in this citv. Iilr. Green is 
a plain man, making no pretensions to scholarship, and his lec- 
tures are mere recitals of incidents which have occurred under his 
own observation. This fact renders them more interesting, and 
better calculated to make a lasting impression, than the most ele- 
gant declamation of one who speaks without personal knowledge 
of the enormity of the vice. 

49. EDITORIAL. 

From the St. Louis Republican, Dec, 1846. 

Gambung. — Yesterday we were present when Mr. Green, the 
Reformed Gambler, gave to a number of persons, who had been 
invited for the purpose, some evidence of his ability to expose the 
arts and tricks of the professional gambler. His audience, which 
was chiefly composed of the reverend clergy of the city, were not 
BO well informed as some who might have been selected for such 
an exhibition. Nevertheless, Mr. Green demonstrated to the satis- 
faction of all present, that the professional gambler is neither more 
nor less than a trickster. That his advantage consists in knowing 
the marks put on the back of the cards by the manufacturer, 
^leight of hand in shuffling and dealing, and other acts of mere 
professional skill and labor, for the accomplishment of which 
time and close application are required. To the amateur player of 
cards, who knows not, and often does not suspect, the tricks of 
the profesnional gambler, Mr. Green's expositions of the marks 
and brands, and of the tricks, by sleight of hand and otherwise, 
are very interesting. 

Mr. Green, if we understand him correctly, professes to be a 
Reformed Gambler, and having witnessed the evils which result 
to the gambler, his victims, and society, from the pursuit of this 
practice, he has been induced to expose the vice, and warn the 
community against it. For some years he was engaged in the 
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manufacture of playing cards; and this gave him intimate know- 
ledge of the marks put upon them by the manufacturer. After- 
wards he followed gambling, and whilst he learned enough to be* 
come himself an expert player, he does not pretend to know all 
the tricks to which the craft resort. He only makes these exhi* 
bitions of what he knows, to show what may be done by those 
who follow gambling as a constant study and pursuit ; and whilst 
he is yehement in his denunciation of the professional gambler, 
admits the rationality and honesty of the amateur players. In the 
light of a reformer, or as a safe-guard against the tricks of the 
corrupt, the information he gives is equally important and rain* 
able. To the uninitiated he can give a true and faithful descrip^ 
tion of the consequences of such a life. To those who play for 
pleasure, and with no other object in view, he can give valuable 
idea of the tricks which may be practiced upon them when they 
least expect it. We understand it is his purpose to give a coarse 
of lectures in this city. The first will be given about Monday 
next, and shoulA be well attended. 

50. EDITORIAL. 

From the St, Louis Daily Reveille^ Dec^ 1846. 

We hear that Green, the Reformed Gambler, with the in- 
genuity of his tribe, contrived, on Monday evening, whilst care- 
fully avoiding to commit himself, to vent his malignity upon our- 
selves and the Reveille, We cannot continue to add to this man's 
notoriety, and assist his vile interests by our notices; but we 
thought it proper to call upon tbe Rev. Mr. Parsons yesterday 
morning, to make a few inquiries. M. P. informed us that the 
renting of the lecture room of his church, is entirely in the hands 
of the trustees; that the body of the church, over which he has 
control, never would have permitted Green to enter as a lecturer. 

The trustees see, then, that in spite of the honesty of this man's 
professions, on the first opportunity offered he avails himself of his 
tricks of low and malignant cunning. Through the editors of the 
Republican jand the Organ he has sought to make to us what he 
terms " explanations.'* We know these to be founded upon bare- 
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faced falsehood ; but finding our loathing not to be OTercome, he 
resorts to his older arts. It is truly an edifying business this, al- 
together. But we would simply say to the really well-meaning 
people who countenance this reformed one, that if his system be 
correct 3 if it be truly a benefit to instruct ^' amateur card players" 
how they may rival the regulars — Green's tricks, we are told, are, 
comparatively, lacking in interest to the uninitiated, whatever his 
stories may be — ^then let them invite to their reading-desks the re- 
formed Cyprian, and let the virtue of our females be fortified by a 
relation to them of the anecdotes and the mysteries of the brothel. 
The cases are parallel. 

It appears from the Republican that the editor of that paper was 
the only one of the press present the other morning, at the exhi- 
bition offered by Green. Our neighbor recommends a knowledge 
of the tricks he witnessed to ** amateur card players.** He may 
be right ; but our conscientious belief is, that such acquaintance 
would chiefly tend to convert " amateurs" into professionals. 
Poison is poison, and, knowing its effects, why taste it ? We 
neither believe in the useful tendency of Green's revelations nor 
the purity of his motives in making them. It is in this respect 
that we consider him a humbug. 

61. EDITORIAL. 

From the St. Louis Daily Reveille. 

The undersigned were present at explanations made by Mr. J. 
H. Green, at his instance, to Mr. J. M. Field, in relation to a diffi- 
culty existing between them, originating in a slander on Mr. Field, 
which appeared in the Detroit Free Pressy in September a year 
ago. Mr. Green gave explanations of his agency in the publi- 
cation, which was satisfactory to us. It evinced that Mr. Green 
did not intend to assail Mr. Field, of the Reveille; that he did not 
know him, but spoke of another and entirely different person of 
the name of Field. Mr. Green wholly and freely disclaimed any 
intention, wish, or purpose to detract from the character of Mr. 
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Field in any manner. The intenriew was satisfactory to the 
parties. 

A. B. Chambers, C. C. Cadt, 

G. H. Silvers, A. P. Ladew, 

J. R. Fisher, B. R. Mitchell, 

C. A. Lord, F. Knox. 

The above disclaimer is a repetition of that which Green pub- 
lished in Cincinnati a year since, unaccompanied, however, with 
the offensive insinuations with regard to the Reveille being sus- 
tained by gamblers, &c., which justly excited our indignation. We 
have never considered this repetition as being necessary at all, satis- 
fied that any calumny which might be circulated with regard to our- 
selves or our paper must necessarily defeat itself ', but it has been 
urged upon us, that, by denouncing Green, while we, at the same 
time declined listening to his explanations, we gave those who 
think well of his efforts a chance to talk of persecution. We, 
yesterday, met Green ; and we are free to say that we left him 
with a clearer and better opinion of his doings. For ii^stance, he 
excused himself for his insinuations with regard to this p^per, by 
stating that gamblers, generally, about the country, tauhted him 
with the Reveille; that they dared him to visit St. Louis, &c., as 
if we, forsooth, were fighting their battles instead of honestly ex- 
posing, as we supposed, imposture. Again : Our argument has 
been that the tendency of Green's lectures was to instruct the 
evil-minded among his auditors in the art which he denounces. 
We must, in justice, say, that if that which he showed us in his 
room was a fair sample of his public exhibitions, he certainly 
does not teach his tricks. He surprised us, with the rest of the com- 
pany 'f but no one present was the wiser of his means. In conclu- 
sion we publish the original slander ourselves, in perfect contempt ; 
and nothing but the malicious attempt which was made, by an ill- 
wisher, to turn it to our disadvantage, ever roused us to a farther 
notice of it. Time is the test of all things. Green, by making 
use of his knowledge, could undoubtedly do much evil ; if he be 
sincerely engaged in doing good, the fruit will be apparent. 
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52. EDITORIAL. 

From the St. Louis Republican. 

At the close of the lecture of Mr. Green, the Reformed (ram- 
bler, on Wedne£Miay night, at the lecture-room of the Fourth 
street Methodist Church, the audience expressed a desire that the 
lectures should he continued another week, under the belief that 
the disclosures of the hideous character of gambling, and the 
disgusting frauds practiced by those engaged in that vicious pur- 
suit, will benefit the community. An organization of the meet- 
ing was called for. 

Gen. Learned was called to the chair, and Dr. Silvers appointed 
secretary. 

The following resolutions were then proposed, and unanimoiis- 
Ij. adopted : 

Resolved — That this meeting duly appreciate the benefits of Mr. 
Greenes lecture to this community ; that his exhibitions expose the 
Tices bf gambling, and the gross frauds that are practiced to 
carry it on 3 and do publicly request him to continue his lectures 
for another week in St. Louis. 

Resolved — That a committee of three be appointed^ to procure a 
fuitable lecture room,^ and make all necessary arrangements for the 
contemplated lectures. 

Dr. Silvers, Mr. A. P. Ladew, and Mr. Humphreys were ap- 
pointed the committee by the meeting. 

Resohed — That the papers in this city, who feel friendly to this 
object, be requested to publish these nroceedings. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Geo. H. SiLTXRS, Sde. 

53. EDITORIAL- 

From the Philadelphia Saturday Courier. AprU 3, 1847. 

The New Reform-^First Notice. — ^This is emphatically the 

age of reform, so much so that scarcely a vice or evil habit 

escapes the probe of examination and rebuke. The temperance 

movement has achieved wonders, and attention is now being di* 
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ncted against many things which in times gone by hare been 
looked upon as conditions and institutions of society. Fifty yeais 
ago* the card table was a prominent feature of the entertainment 
of erery drawing-ioom, and the dice-box was not nnfreqnently 
clasped by feminine fingers. This is no longer the case ; we are 
at the end of a social lerolntion, and a moTement is now taking 
place which bids fair to expel the gambler even from the purlieus 
of society. This was peculiarly called for, as the vice of gaming- 
is the fruitful source of other indiscretions, and though insidious 
in its approaches, is dcstmctiTe, and peculiarly liable to become 
engrafted on the morals of man almost as a natural passion. 
Against this vice, constant strife is waged by a person already 
well-known to the community as Mr. Green, the Reformed Gam- 
bia. 

Any man who can break off from the entanglemenfs of vice 
must have nenre. Virtues are easily laid aside, but even in the 
silence of one-s own resolution to say, ** I have sinned, and will 
do so no more," to persuade ourselves of the fact, demands Hhe 
exertion not only of moral resolution, but of a yet rarer virtue — 
self-sacrifice. But to come before the world, and say, '^ I have 
sinned — ^I have lived by plunder and crime, the burthen of which 
is too heavy to be borne, and I now confess my guilt, and wish to 
atone for it," recalls to us almost the words of the apostle whea 
he recounted his errors, and impresses rm us the truth that the 
voice which cried, " Saul, Saul, why persecatest thou me ?" is not 
forever hushed, but still speaks to us. This Mr. Green has dared 
to do ; he has broken the trammels of evil association, and seeks 
to reform and correct the vices of those who, like himself, have 
been led astray, and to save others from a similar error. He 
comes to reveal the secrets of that fearful fraternity, the bond of 
association of which is that which attracts vultures to their prey, 
and is a denial of all commands of that great law common to all 
creeds, which commands man to act as he would have others treat 
him. He comes to reveal some of the consequences of that vice 
which has carried dismay into happy families and blighted the 
prospects even of the innocent. Surely to do this — ^to unfold 
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these mysteries, demands a degree of moral courage far beyond 
mere physical daring, and which all will commend. 

To do this, however, not merely moral courage, but physical 
daring, has been required. He who denounces his evil associates 
to society, who wishes to unfold their villany, must expect to 
braye the incredulity of the world, and not unfrequently the per- 
sonal violence of the confederates he has abandoned. Mr. Green's 
biography will afford more than one instance of this kind. It 
must also be remembered that he denounces the tricks and frauds 
of the gamblers, from the purest of all motives — the good of 
his fellow men. He comes, not waging war against any one, but 
to protect the happiness and prosperity of the community — which 
is made up of that kind of individuals who compose it — from the 
designs of conspirators, who, were society pure, would have no 
existence, and who exist but by its vices. The highest boon con- 
ferred by the Roman people on its' soldiers, was a coronet of honor 
to whomsoever preserved the life*of a citizen. The mural crown, 
the naval chaplet, all paled beside it into insignificance. If this 
was right — if the preservation of the life of one citizen. be of 
such value, (and undoubtedly it is the case,) how much more es- 
teemed should be the palm he merits who should preserve and pro- 
tect the moral existence of a generation. Mr. Green will receive 
his reward ; the good of all sects and sexes — of the affectionate 
and pure of hearty and most especially the contrite, and those who 
have purchased the bitter experience he would lay at every one's 
door, without money and without price, will appreciate his efforts, 
and he will have the satisfaction of knowing that by thousands 
of hearth-sides throughout our broad land, parents, wives^ and 
children thankfully remember him who struggles so earnestly, and 
we will not doubt, successfully, for the weal of those who 
were dear to them. 

There are men who bring to whatever they undertake the pres- 
tige of talent and success ; and others, who bring the not less ex- 
alted qualifications — zeal and sincerity. The latter Mr. Green 
has; and we are sure they will sustain him in the more than 
Augean labor of the purification of our country from those dens 
10* 
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of iniquity not inaptly known in all European languages aa 

hells. 

Being fully convinced of the pressing neceseity of this great 
moral crusadci and baring full confidence in the integrity and in- 
telligence of Mr. Green, whose history, character, and peculiar 
knowledge we have studied) we feel alike a disposition to fling 
down the gauntlet as a pioneer in the cause, and a duty to devote 
our best energy and widest influence for the new reformation. 
We shall resume the subject with some developments of the gam* 
bler^s modus operandi, 

64. EDITORIAL. 
SxcoND Notice.— We took occasion, in our last number, to 
refer in general terms to the developments of the mystery of gam* 
bling, being made in our city by Mr. Green, and to-day purpose to 
refer more particularly to Bomt of the various tricks he has con- 
vinced us are a part of the professed gamblefs business. After 
carefully watching the exhibitions of Mr. Green, we have become 
satisfied that if the gambler knowns his instruments, such a thing 
as fair play is impossible. For this there are many reasons : firstj 
all the cards usually in vogue are marked, and in so multifarious 
a manner as utterly to defy the scrutiny of the uninitiated. When 
Mr. Green made the exhibition to which we refer, some twenty 
packs of cards were carefully shuffled and presented to him. He 
dealt them out in h^ds, as is usual in whist, one card after another, 
and read the cards as easily and rapidly from their backs as others 
would do from the face. To render this more obvious, he ex- 
plained the process. Taking up the usual cards marked on the 
back with stars, he pointed out that in some a star was at a given 
corner divided into two portions. On a scrutiny thirteen were 
found to be thus distinguished, and of one suit. Other marks, 
unseen by the casual observer^ discovered the aces, honors, etc. 
The calico, or checked back cards, were similarly marked. The 
recurrence of a particular check or stripe at a corner, designated 
the suit and individual card. It will be perceived the immense 
advantages possessed by one capable of reading these marks with 
facility in all the games technically called bragging games, where 
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^e bet 18 made after the hand has been dealt out. Bttt in addition 
to all this, the gambler is able to produce in his own hand, or that 
of his antagonist, any combination he pleases. This he is able to 
do in the following manner : the cards appear to be all of the 
same quadrilateral rectangular figure. 'This is not, however, the 
case. The professional faro gambler does not deal his cards from 
an open hand, but from a silver box, into which the cards will not 
pass until somewhat reduced. If you hand him a pack which he 
hasnever seen, he expresses his disposition to use them, but re- 
grets that they will not suit his box. Indeed they will not— and 
why ? The gambler has a plate or knife prepared for the purpose, 
by means of which he is enabled to make the edges of his cards 
concave or convex, and by which he can produce an infinite 
number of variations sufiicient to mark every card in the pack ; 
and the touch being, with him, educated to a point rarely sui^ 
passed by this- sense in the blind,' he is able to read his cards with- 
out seeing them, and will deal hands to his antagonist and partner; 
the latter, of course, having the advantage from age. 

The gambler's ingenuity, and the pliant capacity of the card 
manufacturer, have defied the prudence of the accidental or ama- 
teur player, in every possible way ; so that on cards apparency 
plain-backed, and without mark, by a simple contrivance, the 
gambler is able to know what his antagonist holds. This is man- 
aged thus'; Cards of one suit are made with the grain of the 
paper running longitudinally ; of another, transversely ; o£ m 
third diagonally ; and of the fourth, quartering or 'bias. These 
marks, with the concave and convex edges, place the amateur 
player alwi^s in the hands of the skilful gambler. 

In the manipulation of the cards, practice and application make 
most of the professional men ' not inferior to Signor Blitz, Herr 
Alexander, or any of the great magicians. £ither with or with- 
out the novel conjuring we have referred to above, Mr. Green is 
able to deal five cards to an antagonist and fifteen to himself with- 
out one move to excite attention. His cards fall like clock-work, 
with the regularity of a mechanical toy, so that it is impossible at 
first to realize the idea that each card is separate end distinct 
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Memory, touch, the eye of the gambler, all are bo cultivated, that 
even with apparent fair play, he has 00 immense an advantage 
over the common player, that it is impossible for faim to come in 
contact with the amateur without victory. 

We will conclude this article with the description of a feat with 
cards which we have seen Mr. Green execute. Eight gentlemen 
sate around a table, and each was requested to take a card of each 
suit from a pack which was discovered to them, mark them, and 
replace them. The cards were carefully shuffled and cut eight 
times consecutively, by eight different persons, and then dealt out 
by Mr. Green : the four aces fell together, as did the kings 
queens, knaves, etc., evidently the same that had been shuffled 
for ; the marks on the face of each card were visible. All was 
not yet done — the cards were taken again by the dealer, placed 
for about a minute out of sight, and then dealt out again, falling 
in regular suits, each card covering the one counting next below 
it. 

We left this exhibition, satisfied that in all games of cards 
knaves are always trumps. We shall continue this subject. 

55. EDITORIAL. 

Third Notice. — ^Mr. Green deserves well of the country for 
his exposition of the methods of cheating which constitute the 
art of the gambler. We have already stated that we look on it 
as impossible that fair play can exist, and think that the idea of a 
sporting man, or one who plays at cards for excitement sake, en- 
tirely erroneous. The very element of the game of cards is un- 
fairness. There is no equality except among entire novices, and 
more than one-half of the amateur players are secret gamblers. 
That this is the case, the book of Mr. Green will offer convincing 
pBOof, and the' exhibitions he has already privately made, and pur- 
poses to make publicly, are of such a character that any one who 
runs may read. There are, however, other effects concerning 
more immediately the inward man, worthy of public attention. 

There is a proverb, homely indeed, but true as most proverbst 
which tells us that money easily made is rapidly spent — that man, 
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doomed by the behests of the Almighty to earn his bread by the 
sweat of his brow, fails to profit by what drops gently within his 
grasp. The ravens fed Elijah at the time that he needed most 
their aid, but he had won the right to that assistance by years of 
prayer and thankfulness. It is vain to expect that wealth to pros- 
per which is taken from the earnings of our neighbors ; and in 
this world of oars, where cunning makes might, he who by his 
wit rifles his neighbor of wealth, is not less a robber than he who 
in the silence of night steals upon the fold of another, or the ban- 
dit who, in the open road, despoils his neighbor of the produce of 
his toil. There is, too, in the gambler^s life a feverish excitement, 
a fierce and angry contest, which unfits him for the calmer enjoy- 
ments — which makes of him, as it were, a beast of prey, and an 
Ishmaelite, the hand of whom, lifted against society, provokes 
against himself every man^s anger. It is difficult, indeed, " to kick 
against the pricks.*' Like Torpeia, the gambler must snccumb 
beneath the accumulating weights heaped on him from those, the 
opinions of whom he has defied while he ministered to their de- 
praved appetites. Everywhere a Cain, everywhere condemned, 
even by menials, he drags out a miserable existence, until the 
arrival of that time which will come at last, when the mind loses 
its brightness, and the right hand its cunning, and death overtakes 
its victim^ consigning him to a future life more miserable, if pos- 
sible, than the existence he has led. 

Sweet sleep is the consequence of labor ; the harder be the toil 
of man, the more will he enjoy this blessing, sufficient of itself to 
recompense us for the labor which has purchased it. He little 
knows the human heart, however, who deems that this is a boon 
the gambler can grasp. It is true he toils — it is true he expends 
upon his unholy pursuit labor which would win for him, if virtu- 
ously applied, honor and respectability. The apothegm, "he 
prayeth best who toileth most," is also true , but he reaps no 
benefit from it. Like those, in the words of the parable, who 
sow in the whirlwind and reap in the storm, what should be his 
blessing is his curse. 

We are not yet done with the gamblers, and trust that Mr. 
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Green will find it convenient to give in public some of the instrac- 
ttons and expositions with which he has delighted and astounded 
nomerons priTate parties of emirf^nt and influential citizens, for 
some weeks past in this city. '^ ~ ' 

66. EDITORIAL. > . 

From the Philadelphia Courier, v 
The Discussion on 6am3lino. — The discussion between 
Messrs. Green and Freeman, on the subject of gambling, closed 
on Saturday evening last, and in such a manner as to leadvus to 
hope that the champion of the vice, as he at first represented him- 
self to be, is more than half converted to the doctrines of his re- 
formed antagonist. Be that as it may, his defence, such as it was, 
was virtually abandoned, Mr. Freeman, at the close, confining him- 
self to denunciations of the existing law, as not being sufliciently 
stringent, and the right of every man to do as he pleased with his 
own things, so long as he did not entrench upon the rights of his 
neighbors. But even this point, which, as we have before said, 
he argued with considerable ingenuity, he also abandoned when 
he announced that he would himself deliver a lecture on Wednes- 
day evening, and offer arguments against the vice of gambling, 
having, heretofore, only claimed his right to practice it. This 
was, indeed, a most impotent conclusion — " the right to practice a 
most degrading vice !" 

Before the close of the meeting, the parties settled a point which 
had been in dispute in relation to^certain tricks practiced by gam- 
blers with cards, Mr. Green fulfilling to the letter a promise which 
he had made to the audience on the previous Saturday evening. The 
denouement is thus related in the North American : Mr. Freeman 
had brought a pack of cards of his own selection and prepara- 
tion, and Mr. Green objected that this could hardly be considered 
fair, and said that he should prefer the appointment of a committee 
to provide cards and superintend the experiments. Upon this Mr. 
Freeman commenced declaiming in a triumphal tone against his 
antagonist, but Mr. Green cut him short by stating that he was 
willing to proceed with the cards that Mr. Freeman had brought. 
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Mr. Gibbons then took the pack and marked it with a pencil, so 
that he might be sure of recognizing it. Mr. Green then took 
them from him, shuffled them a moment with his hands under the 
table, and showed them to Mr. Gibbons, who pronounced them the 
same he had marked. Mr. Green then dealt them in separate heaps, 
and Mr. Gibbons turned up the faces, and showed the audience 
that each of the thirteen heaps contained the four aces, four 
kings, four queens, and so on down to the four duces. The cards 
were then shuffled, and Mr. Green ran them off, the backs being 
upward, so rapidly that the eye could scarcely follow the motion 
of his fingers, naming each card as he threw it off, and making 
hut one mistake in the whole fifty-two cards! This extraordinary 
feat was received by the audience with acclamations, as being 
most convincing proof of the power of gamblers to perform the 
swindling deceptions with cards that Mr. Green has charged upon 
the nimble-fingered fraternity. 

. 57. EDITORIAL. 

From the New Y&rk Tribune^ Sept, 18, 1848. 
Gambling. — To secure good without doing good — to acquire 
wealth without creating any — to obtain something for nothing — 
this is the erring aspiration of half mankind. Ignorant of the 
elemental law which unites labor indissolubly with beneficent ac- 
quisition, or madly hoping to circumvent Omnipotence and evade 
that law, the great majority are at all times intent on acquiring 
wealth and enjoying luxury virtually if not avowedly at the ex- 
pense of others. They would fare sumptuously, but on the pro- 
ducts of others^ toil, not considering that exercise, (more properly 
exertion,) is as necessary to the enjoyment they covet as the viands 
which alone engross their attention. Yet, without the adequate 
and well-balanced exertion of all man's powers and faculties, 
appetite palls, health fails, and the fancied enjoyment loses its zest, 
its essence. What remains is 

*< Like Dead Sea fniits, that tempt the eye, 
Bat turn to ashea on the lip.'' 
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This, man in his blindness, his grossness, his greediness, will 
not see, or seeing will not realize and lay to heart. Hence the 
passion for gambling which corrupts trade, degrades labor, and 
poisons the very life-blood of society, drawing family after family 
to utter wreck and ruin. 

But though gambling can never be wholly eradicated until our 
social laws and maxims shall be recast in the mould of a purer 
and higher wisdom, yet some of its baser and more fatal forms 
and manifestations may be measurably, if not wholly, abolished. 
There will still be gambling in stocks, in goods, in lands, in the 
chances of peace or war, &c., &c., but the grosser and unre- 
deemed exhibitions of the vice must flee before the light shed by 
inquiry and demonstration. The veriest simpleton in the land 
could not be ass enough to stagger into a gambler's den and there 
bet money on faro or other games if he really knew the fact that 
he had not a chance in the world of winning a dollar except as 
the swindlers disguised as gentlemen and combined to fleece him 
might think best to let him, in order in the end to strip him more 
surely and utterly. The country merchant with weU-fiiled pocket- 
book, the clerk just dipping into dissipation and his employer's 
money-drawer, steps into the theatre or tip-top refectory to enjoy 
an evening hour, and there quite accidentally makes the acquaint- 
ance of a Southern gentleman or city blood who proposes a drink, 
a smoke, and a stroll, which terminate probably the first night at 
a sumptuous hrothel, the next or the next at a superb 
gambling-den, as was the absorbing design of the decoy- 
duck from the first. He, poor wretch, was perhaps liberally edu- 
cated and portioned, and once imagined himself a gentleman ; but 
falling into temptation and evil courses, he was himself decoyed 
into one of these fitly termed " hells," there stripped of every 
farthing, and sent forth desperate and diabolic — a bankrupt and a 
villain. Soon, impelled by necessity and the horrible fascination 
of gambling, he became the accomplice and pimp of his destroyers, 
sharing their feasts and their orgies, and paying his way while 
learning their arts by decoying the unwary into their toils. But 
his victim knows nothing, suspects nothing, of this ; he does not 
even think of gambling, except, perhaps, to a trifling amount; he 
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has visited the den to " see life/' But he throws down a dollar ' 
in acknowledgment of the civilities shown him, and wins j dou- 
bles it and wins ; and perhaps goes home the first night with blood 
boiling, brain on fire, and a hundred dollars of other men's money 
in his pocket. The next night, or soon after, he meets his 
" friend" again, is persuaded (if he needs persuasion) to " follow 
up his luck ;" again enters the infernal precincts, and is undone. 
Whether he is played through two or three nights more, or finish- 
ed at once, is immaterial ; the hook is in his jaws, and though he 
may flutter and flounder he cannot escape. He is doomed. 

Now, preaching or threatening will not reach the marrow of 
this evil. Nothing will eradicate it which does not demonstrate 
that the wish to acquire without recompense what is properly 
another's, is as well a blunder as a crime. But this demonstration 
is a slow, laborious process ; the pupil must unlearn about all 
the world has ever taught him, and learn something better in its 
stead. Taking men as they are, and leaving them as they are, the 
only antidote to gambling is occular, absolute demonstration that 
against the practiced gambler the novice or occasional player has 
not a shadow of chance to win except as his antagonist may see 
fit to let him — that utter ruin is the inevitable result of his con- 
tinning to play. He who would hold out against such demon- 
stration must be already demented and thoroughly bent on his 
own destruction. 

The arduous and perilous work of opening the eyes of the 
community to the horrible mysteries of gambling^ was commenced 
some years since by J. H. Green, who, in boyhood and destitute 
orphanage, had been forced, by seeming necessity, into association 
with gamblers — had been initiated into, and ultimately became an 
adept in their nefarious arts, and had thus aided in bringing maify 
to ruin. At length, disgusted, penitent, and self-abhoring, he for- 
sook the guilty craft, made restitution of his plunder, so far as he 
was able, united with a Christian Church, and commenced the 
work of opening the eyes of the uninitiated to the swindling 
nature of the games, ostensibly of chance, by which gamblers 
despoil their victims. Having been some time engaged in the 
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manafactare and sale of plajdng cardg, he knows, and ^ prove, 
that they are almoit or quite never honestly made; thlrt the 
manufacturer is nearly always an accomplice of the gamblers, ^d 
that all his cards are privately marked, so that he who has pailf*" 
for the marking, and procured them to be put in the market at low 
rates, in order to force their sale and general use, can at all times 
distinguish by a glance at the backs either the whole or all those 
most important in the game he professes to play. Then boxes 
from which cards are dealt in the game styled **faro" (a very com- 
mon game on which thousands after thousands are daily staked 
and quickly lost) are full of fraudulent devices, whereby the 
hanker or dealer is enabled to give himself the winning cards 
whenever he thinks fit to do so. Add to this the immense advan- 
tages which an eye and a memory trained to incredible feats, 
whereby the thorough gambler knows from a glance the relative, 
position of each card — a sense of touch so exquisite that he can 
soon distinguish each card by the edge alone — and a sleight-of- 
hand so amazing that he can deal with apparent fairness to each 
player around the board ' precisely such a hand as he chooses. 
Thus, as between the practiced gambler and the novice or honest 
player there is no fragment of chance, but d simple game of plun- 
derer and plundered. He who plays with a gambler has no more 
chance of winning in the long run, than in an attempt to dig gold 
from the drifting sand, or distil it from the waters of the ocean. 

Mr. Green has steadily pursued for years the work of expos- 
ing gambling throughout those sections where the vice is most 
prevalent ; and his representations have induced the Legislatures of 
several States to pass stringent and effective laws for its suppres- 
sion: He has just planted himself in our city, for a determined 
campaign, which he proposes to follow up by an appeal to our 
Legislature this winter, for the passage of a law similar to those 
which have greatly diminished the prevalence of gambling in 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and Ohio. Deeply impressed with the 
necessity and urgency of some action on this subject, and espe- 
cially of exposing to general familiarity and reprehension, the 
trute nature of gambling, as carried on in several hundred scarcely 
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Becret establishments throughout our city, whereof our thousands 
of embezzlers, swindlers, drunkards, counterfeiters, and burglars, 
are nearly all graduates, we entreat the philosophic and virtuous 
to countenance and encourage Mr. G. in his enterprise, by bring- 
ing their sons to be taught the folly, the madness, of ever ven- 
turing into a gambling den, by inviting him to meet private parties 
at their houses, and by purchasing and disseminating the works 
'wherein he has laid bare the mysteries and tearful iniquities of 
the gambler's calling. Every day adds to the number of its vic- 
tims, though timely admonition would save them. Let each do 
his part toward saving all who are as yet uncorrupted. 

58. Gambling Law or Kentucky. — Steamboat travellers in the 
West ^ill do well to read this law, and remember that over one 
thousand miles of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers are subject to 
the laws of Kentucky — likewise, that the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Pennyslvania have similar laws. The travelling community, 
we hope, will bear in mind the 8th section. 

Sec. 1 . Beit enacted by the General Assembly' of the Common- 
vfealth of Kentucky^ That if any person shall keep a room, build- 
ing, arbor, booth, shed, tenement, boat, or float, to be used or oc- 
cupied for gambling, or shall knowingly permit the same to be used 
or occupied for gambling; or if any person, being the owner, 
superintendent, or agent, of any room, building, arbor^ booth, shed, 
tenement, boat, or float, shall rent the same to be used or occupied 
for-gambling, the person or persons so offending, shall, on convic- 
tion thereof, be fined in any sum not less than fifty, nor more than 
five hundred dollars ; and if the owner, his or her superintendent, 
or agent, of any room, building, arbor, booth, shed, tenement, boat, 
or float, shall know that any gaming-tables, apparatus, or esta- 
blishment, is kept or used in such room, building, arbor, booth, 
shed, tenement, boat, or float, for gambling and winning, betting or 
gaining money, or other property, and shall not forthwith cause 
complaint to be made against the person so keeping or using such 
room, building, arbor, booth, shed, tenement, boat, or float, he or 
sbe^sball be taken, held, and considered to have knowingly per- 
mitted the same to be used and occupied for gambling. 
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Sec. 2. If any person shall keep or exhibit a^y gaming-table, 
establishment, device, or apparatus, to win or gain money, or 
other property of value, or to aid, assist, or permit others to do 
the same ; or if any person shall engage in gambling, for a liveli- 
hood, he shall be deemed and taken to be a common gambler, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned and kept at hard 
labor in the penitentiary, not- less than six months, nor more than 
three years, and be fined, at the discretion of a jury, not less than 
fifty nor more than five hundred dollars, to be paid into the trea- 
sury of the county where such conviction shall take place, for the 
use of common schools therein, to be divided among the accepting 
school districts in such county, in proportion to the number of tax- 
able inhabitants in each district. 

Sec. 3. If an affidavit shall be filed with the magistiate, or 
police judge of any town or city, before whom complaint shall be 
made of an offence against any provision of this act, stating that 
the affiant has reason to believe, and does believe, that the person 
charged in such complaint has upon his person, or at any other 
place named in such affidavit, any specified articles of personal 
property, or any gaming-table, device, or apparatus, the discovery 
of which might lead to establish the truth of such charge, the 
said magistrate or judge shall, by his warrant, command the officer 
who is authorized to arrest the person so charged, to make diligent 
search for such property and table, device, or apparatus, and if 
found, to bring the same before such magistrate or judge ; and the 
officer so seizing shall deliver the same to the magistrate or judge 
before whom he take the same, who shall retain possession, and 
be responsible therefor, until the discharge, or commitment, or let- 
ting to bail of the person charged ; and in case of such commit- 
ment, or letting to bail of the person so charged, such officer shall 
retain such property, subject to the order of the court before which 
such offender may be required to appear, until his discharge or 
conviction. And in case of the conviction of such person, the 
gaming-table, device, or apparatus shall be destroyed, and the pro- 
perty shall be liable to pay any judgment which may be rendered 
against such person ; and after the payment of such judgment and 
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eostfl, the stttplos, if any, shall be paid to the use of the e gmmon 
schools aforesaid ; and in case of the discharge of such person by 
the magistrate or court, the officer having such property in his 
custody, shall; on demand, deliver it to such person. 

Sec. 4. If any person, called to testify ^on behalf of the State, 
before any justice of the peace, grand jury or court, upon any 
complaint, information, or indictment, for any offence made punish- 
able by this act, shall disclose any fact tending to criminate him- 
self in any manner made punishable by this act, he shall there- 
after be discharged of and from all liability to prosecution or pun- 
ishment for such matter of offence 

Sec. 5. It shall be lawful for any justice of the peace, chief 
magistrate of any municipal incorporation, or judge of any 
court of record, upon complaint, upon an oath, that any gaming- 
tablS, establishment, or apparatus, or device, is kept by any per- 
son for the purpose of being used to win or gain money, or other 
property, by the owner thereof, or any other person, to issue his 
warrant, commanding the sheriff' or constable, to whom the same 
shall be directed, within the proper jurisdiction, after demanding 
entrance, to break open and enter any house or place wherein such 
gaming establishment, apparatus, or device shall be kept, and to 
seize and deliver the same to the clerk of the Circuit Court, who 
shall keep the same to the next term of the court; and the judge 
of the court shall then, if there be no necessity for keeping the 
property to be produced on the trial of an offender against this 
act, have a jury summoned to try the fact, whether the property 
taken be used or was made for gaming ; and if the finding shall 
be, that the^roperty was made or used for gaming, the court shall 
order the property to be broken up and sold, and the proceeds 
shall, after the payment of costs, go into the treasury of the 
county for the use of the common schools. 

Sec. 6. If any person or persons shall, through invitation or 
device, persuade or prevail on any person or persons, to visit any 
room, building, arbor, booth, shed, tenement, boat or float, kept 
for the use of gambling, he or they shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be held responsible for the money or property lost by such invita- 
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tion or deyice, and fined in a sum not less than fifty and not more 
than fire hundred dollars. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the daty of all «.hed((S} constables, and all 
county and commonwealth attorneys, to in(orm and prosecute all 
offenders against this act; and. upon refusal thereof, they shall 
pay a fine of not less than fifty nor more than five Itundred dollars. 

Sec. 8. If any commander^ owner ^ or lessee of any boat or float 
sfutU knowingly permit any gambling for money or property on 
suck boat or float, and does not immediately prevent the sofgu, he or 
they shaU be' taken, held, and considered to have knowingly permit'^ 
ted the same to be used and occupied for gambling, and, upon con- 
viction thereof, shaU be held responsible for the money or property, so 
lost, andflned in any sum not less than one nor more than five hui^ 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 9. The fines and forfeitures incurred under this ad, in any 
of the cities or towns of this State, fot offences committed in the 
said cities and towns, shall go into the treasury of the town or city, 
for the use of the free schools thereof. 

Sec. 10. This act shall be given in charge to the grand jury by 
the circuit judges of the seyeral judicial districts, in their respeo- 
tive counties. 

Sec. 11. This act shall take effect the first day of June, 1848. 

Sec. 12. That any person or persons who shall be guilty of 
dealig <<faro," or any other banking game, shall be held and deem- 
ed a common gambler, according to the proyisions of the second 
section of this act. 

69. A CARD FROM THE INHABITANTS OP NEW HAVEN. 

TOTHEPUBLie. 

It is known to many of the citizens of New Haven, that seye- 
ral meetings of gentlemen have recently been held in this city, 
with reference to the alarming increase of dram selling in this 
community, and the consequent prevalence of intemperance and 
kindred vices in our midst. 

At the last meeting above referred to, held at the Orange Street 
Lecture Room, on the evening of the 9th instant, the following 
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preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted, which were 
subsequently ordered by the committee therein named to be pub- 
lished ; 

Whereas, The illegal sale of intoxicating drinks has of late 
very greatly increased in this city^ there being, as is understood, 
not far from two hundred shops and tippling houses, where liquor 
is sold in violation of law ; and. 

Whereas, These violations of the law have produced a great 
increase of drunkenness among us, and are extensively connected 
with gambling, with an alarming prevalence #f Jicentiousness and 
a systematic desecration of the holy Sabbath, as well as with 
night brawls and disturbances of the public peace ; 

Therefore, Resolved^ As the sense of this meeting, that the 
friends of morals and of public order are called upon |o unite in 
the 'manifestation of a public sentiment on this subject, which 
shall secure the suppression of these disorders and the enforce- 
ment of the laws. ^v 

Resolved — ^That with a view to this object a committee be ap- 
pointed, whose duty it shall be to labor for the removal of these 
evils by an exertion of moral influence, and by an app^«when 
necessary, to the officers of the law. 

Resolved — That this committee consist of the following gentle- 
men, viz. : .> 

Hbnry Alling, Joel B. Foot, - 

Charles Atwateb, E. T. Foot, 

Elihu Atwater, Lewis Fitch, 

Horace Andrews, John W. Fitch, 

Isaac Anderson, Levi Gilbert, 2d., 

Jas.^^S, Arnold, Elias Gilbert, 

James .Bie^ewster, • Hezekiah Gorham, 

NathanieiL *A. Bacon, Leverett Griswold, 

William Brown, Abijah Hoyt, 

EvERARD Benjamin, Gilbert J. Hine, 

John W. Barber, * ^ Henry Hotchkiss, 

David W. BucKiNGniM, George Hoadley, 

Jeremiah Barnet, Philemon Hoadley, 

En W. Blake, Wooster Hotchkiss, 
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Henry B. HahrisoN, 
N. S. Hallenbeck, 
Eli Ives, 
N. B. ivEs, 
John L. Johnson, 
Charles A. JuDsoN, 
Wm. Johnson, 
Chauncey Jerome, 
R. S. Johnson, 
Jonathan Rnioht, 
J. G. E. Larned, 
Charles B. Lines, 
Charles Robinson, 
Benjamin Silliman, 
Geo. F. Smith, 
Alexander Storer, 
Harris Smith, 
Thomas B. Trowbridge, 
Amos Townsend, Jr., 
Sidney A. Thomas, 
Abram a. Thompson, 
Atwater Treat, 
Henry N. Whittelsey, 
Henry White, 
Alfred Walker, 
Cyprian Wilcox, 
Joseph Wood, 
James Winship, 
James M. Wiswell, 
Peck. 

In discharge of the duties imposed on them by their fellow 
citizens, the committee would earnestly appeal to those who are 
engaged in these violations of law, to stop where they are. 
They have no desire to bring down on any one the penalty of 
violated law. Let these abuses now cease, and the community 
will be satisfied. They will not be satisfied on any other terms. 
The amount of poverty, wretchedness, crime, and dishonor to our 
city, resulting from these violations of law, is too great to be 
longer endured. There is a force of public sentiment in this com- 
munity that can put an end to these disorders. Sustained by that 
sentiment, the committee will now proceed with the work com- 
mitted to them by their fellow citizens. 

*New Haven, August, 1849. 



Henry M. Bidwell, 
J. B. Carpenter, 
Francis S. Collins, 
Legrand Cannon, % 
Timothy P. Chapman, ^ 
Russel Chapman, 
Matthew G. Elliot, 
Wm. H. Ellis 
George Lines, 
Timothy Lester, 
Marcus Me]||uian,. Jr., 
Sidney S. IVHkse, 
Anson Moody, 
Alfred S. Monson, 
Caleb Mix, 
James M. Mason, 
Major ^oulthrop, 
John Merriman, 
Smith Merwin; 
Jqjw G. North, 
gR Olmsted, 
Denison Olmsted, 

AsaHEL PiERPONT, 

H^^Y Peck, 
Jolt^ Peck, 
James Punperford, 
Fredei^ck S. Parker, 
Elias Piisrpont, 
Stephen* D. Pardee, 

Wyllys 
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